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H ISTORICAL 


PR EEFAC E, 


INTRODUCTION to the TZreatife 
of the Reverz:e-of the ROMANS. 


COLBERT whofe views cx- 
tended to every thing that 
maii might contribute to augment 


the riches of the State, and eftablifh a wife 
admini .ration or the Revenue, engaged a 
perfon very capable of the work to draw 
him up a Memoir upon the Revenue of the 
Romars. It is the very Memoir which is 
now publifhed. Tee author hath wsth 
equal accuracy and clearnefs given yo m it. 
an idea, as well of the Revenues of that 
renowned nation, as of the manner of -re- 
ceiving them, and the different perfons 
employed in that collection. ‘This piece, 
though fufceptible indeed of larger detauls, 
feems ftill to me to take in every thing that 
can be deemed effential upsn the Atrbject. 
xt hath likewife the advantage of offering 
nothing but what is drawh out of the 7* 
thentic monuments of Antiquity, ri — 
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Iv ones that are capabic of giving us juft 
notions in this point. The author, whofe 
name is {till a tecret, hat! obferved (but 
might have been -more perticular in hig 
obfervatiqns) how exceeding!, the RP oman 
revenues increafed by their fuccefsful mili- 
tary expeditions. Rome, almoft from the 
very moment of rts origin, derived from 
war various fources of riches, which fhe 
never fuffered to dry uf in all the height 
of her power. I fhali erter into fome par- 
ticulars upon this fubject, but without con- 
fining myfelf-ftri@ly to a chronological 
exactnefs. 

I readily agree, that it was the poverty 
of the firft inhabitants of Rome which 
gave rife to this politic @conomy,ewhereof 
I am going to fpeak: but it was found fo 
very advantageous, that the practice was 
continued in the moft flourifhing ages of 
the Republic. Among tue towns of Italy 
that were iealous of the conquefts of Ro- 
mulus and of the aggrandizing of the Ro- 
mans, Veii, the capital of Etruria, figna- 
tized herfelf above otker rivals She did 
not-fail declaring in favour of her neigh- 
bours that were attacked by this new peo- 
ple. Romulus having vanquifhed them 
in Sastles gray ced them e truce for an hun- 
dred years, upon condition that they gave 
u- a part of their territory which lay ad- 


joimny to the Tyber, and was called Sep- 
{e774 







































— 
AS pi 9 
oy 
7 > 7 * A A Y 
j [2 y è . A \ 
* - 


Hiflortcal PREFACE 
tem Pagig or the Seven Burroughs, and 
furrendered likewife the falt-works which 
they had at the mouth of this river. I 
fhall here take notice, that of all the con- 
ditions impofed upon conquered people by 
the Romans, i fhall touch only upon fuch 
as dome way or other relate to the fubjeét 
treated of in‘this work. 

Tullus Hoftilius trod in the fteps of Ro- 
mulus. When he had overcome the Sa- 
bines, he obligedytfem, by way of fatif- 
faction for the large and fmall cattle which 
they had taken, and the booty which they 
had carried off from the peafants that 
cultivated the lands of Rome, to pay fuch 
a fine as fhould be fixed by the Roman 
Senate. Ancus Martius, when he raifed 
the Gege of Velitra, infifted thatthe Volfci 
fhould repair alle the damages they had 
done: and made the valuation there- 
of bimfelf. Tarquinius Prifcus, follow- 
ing the example of thefe bis prede- 
cefiets, not only obliged the infsabitants of 
€ollatia, a town in the country of the Sa- 
bines, to acknowledge him for their Sove- 
reign, but impofed on them likewife a 
fine to be paid in money. Hie caufed re- 
{titution to be made to the peafants of all 
the money which the Latins had ext rted 
from them, and eondemned then fo oe. > 
fatisfaction for all the damages they bod 
done in their incurfions into tne Revan 

( 12 ) Lig pie 

















Hiflorical PREFACE... 


termiories. The Vecians, ever ready to raife: 
all me: people uf Etruria in arms againft 
them were forced ia like rianner to yield 
to the valoyr of Servjns Tullius; wha 
{tripped them of part of then lands, 
which he diftributed among the citizens 
of Rome. Under this King there -was an 
alteration made in the money, which îmuft 
not be omitted in the Preface to a Trea- 

tife upon the Revenue af the Romans. 
Tre firft money tat they made ufe of 
was made of brick «nd leatRer. ‘Thi laft 
kind of money was called es fcortei; it 
was ufed at Rome before the reign of Nu- 
ma, and according to an ancient writer, 
there was a {mall mark of gold upan thefe 
leather pieces. Numa next introd ated the 
ufe of rafs pieces, which were taken by 
weight in exchange for merchandife and 
provifions. ‘This lafted till the reign of 
Servius Tullius, who was the firft that 
caufed ‘brafs money to be coined at Rome. 
This Prince caufed the figure of an ox or 
ram. to be ftamped upon the coin. Thefe 
animais having ferved for vié€t¥im=:- at the 
Luftral Sacrifice, this. was imagiasd to be 
the reafon why hê took it mto “his. head 
to e -hellifh t.a coin with thefe figures. 
Ifa (icre e oferve further, that there was 
no oiher money in the City till the year 
4°¢°5 trom the foundation of Rome, at 
which time the farft pietes of filyer money 
W—VCITC 






























Hifforvcal PREFACE. 


were coined. Sixty-rwo years afterwards, 
they began to ftrike pieces of gœ coin. 
In thefe firft pieces of brafs money they 
engraved as many p®ints, as they were 
worth ounces: 

Tarquin the Proud, aiming at a tyran- 
nical and.defpotic íway, employed the 
great fums of money which he found in 
Sueffa-Pometia, to fimifh the Temple of 
Jupiter Capitolinus, ind to recompenfe the 
foldiers whom hé kad allowed to pillage 
the town. We fhall fee in the courfe of 
this hiftorical relation, how thefe examples 
animated the Roman Generals to enrich 
the Republic. 

In the time of the Commonwealth, Va- 
lerius a ‘blicola finding the Confuls over- 
burdened with .the management of the 
Revenue, engaged the people to chufe two 
men of integrity, who were called Que- 
fors, and entruitéu with the care of the 
public Treafure. He caufed this TTreature~ 
to be removed to the Temple of Saturn, 
conteiving it a place where it would ke 
kept wich the yreareft fecurity. It Was af= 
terwards divided into tworeparts ; one being 
defigned for the daily ctcafions of the 
State, was’ compofed of s ordina., tri- 
hutes,and impof., “the other w `. ‘i sed 
ot the _ deak: g from the im: oft of the 
twentieth penay which was :evied upon 
the fale of flsves. ‘This was the reafon 
(agg why 





























Hiforical PREFACE. 


why key called it Aurum vicefimarium. 


T his 


treaíuse was never touched but 


in-the moft preffling exigencies and necef- 


fitics of the State. 
ravaged Ttaly for ten years tepether, the 





Wien Annibal had 


Republic, over-whelmed with difafters and 
calamities, implored in vain the fauccour of 
twelve of the thirty Latin Colonies: it 
was only in this.terrible extremity, that 
fhe came to the refolutrion of making ufe 
of the gold raifed out of the fale of flaves. 
They took out of this treafute four thou- 


fand pounds, which amount to near two 
millions. 
Roman liberty, plundered this facred trea- 
fury. 


all 
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Julius Cæfar having invaded the 


Florus, who is a much Poet as 

Hiftorian, flourifhes upon fnis fa& 
Pompey (iays he*) was {carce drove 
out of Italy, when the Senate fled from 
Rome, and Cæfar entering the city, and 
finding it in a manner empty, through 
the fear and terror which had feized al- 
moft all the world, made himfelf Con- 
ful; and when.the Tribunes did not 
readily open the Tseafury., he ordered 
the door to be b Ske open, wifSour any 





revard to its being an holy and invio- 


l, sk place , fo that he robbed the pa- 
tr. ony of the Rore:r prople t-fote 
he Aad itripped them of their Emnire.’’ 


Sonré ages after, Freculfius, Biflop of 


Ds at. 2: 
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Hitorical PREFAC®E 


informed us, that he took out of the Trea— 











cid, 
and newer = o fiver, which make above 
forty millia 
This treafure was greatly augmented by 
the Generals of. the army. Inftead of 
contriving how to enrich themfelves, all 
their care was empleyed. in bringing very 
confiderable fums into it, and to order it 
fo, that the vanquifhed enemy fhoald pay 
the charges of the war. Animated by a 
love for the publit good, and piquing 
themfelves upon an heroic difintereftednefs, 
they did not underftand the art of appro- 
priating to themfelves the iiches of con- 
gueled nations. Mars and Pluto were not 
then fo clofely allied as at prefent. ‘Thus 
the Conful P. Pofthumius, after he had 
indulged the foldiery the liberty of plun- 
dering, caufed all that remained af the 
{poits of the Sabines to be folel, in order 
to make Rome fatisfaction for the charges 
ef the war. ‘That turbulent nation had 
foon after another trial of the valour of the 
Roman troops; and hereupon fent De- 
puties to the Conful Sp. {ius Ufcellinus 
too r him theirf~” ndfhip. The C nful 
ref the Serate who eœ 


Ro an the >o t of being attac ed by 


other nemies, infli€ted only a flight pu- 
(a4) nifhment 
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Fiiforical PREFACE. 


nifSment on the Sabines. Cafius exacted 
fror} them as rauch wheat as he thotight 
proper for the fub‘iftence of his trogps: 
and all the nation was. obliged-to pay a 
certain fum of money. 

The Roman Generals fovad fo much 
benefit from thefe refources, tha they took 
care to make their advantdzgé or them, 
whenever the enemy, to prévent, khe ir- 
ruption of the Roman legiéns, implored 
their clemency. The Conful P. Servilius 
could not help being moved and foftened 
by the Deputies cf the Voifci, who had 
thrown themfelves at his feet, to hinder 
their country from being ravaged: but he 
knew how to reconcile his compaffion 
with the intereft of the Republic, wafting 
from the enemy fubfiftarmge for his amy! 
cloathing for his foldiers, and three hun.: 
dred hoftages of their moft diftinguifhed 
gentry. A modern Fiucorian * reproach- 
eth Servilius with an excefs of weaknefs 
on this occafion, but in my opinion with- 
gut any juft reafon. For could it become 
a brave Romian o teat with cruelty a 
peeple that fubmitted tnemfelves. and were 
ready to receive tue law of ths conmyeror? 
I ce.mot bring ayfelf to think there would 
hev3-Leen eay courage of mind, q any 
thing .heroical, in an<. Y€<ibfe reY=nt- 
ment. 
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Servilius was perhaps to blame on ane 
ther oceafion, though hig natural gen: ro- 
fity «nd his love for the public good feem 
to have been the motives that influenced 
his conduct. It was when he allowed his 
foldiers to pinige the camp of the Volfci, 
where .there “vas abundance of  filver, 
goods, 2giGath., cattle and flaves, without 
refervi,g,any fhare thereof for the public 
treafure. H:a defign was to encourage his 
foldiers to make new conguéfts, to enrich 
them, and enahle them to pay their debts, 
which had lately tempted them to break 
out into feditions at Rome. He aécted in 
the fame manner at the taking of Suefia- 
Pomietia. It hath been obferved before, 
that 7 Juin the Proud affected the fame 
tencrofity. Ac:crdingly when Cervilias 
was for having the honours of a triumph, 
the Conful Appius Claudius, his Collegue, 
oppofed it vigorusfy, on account of -the 
largefies given to the foldiers, accufing? him 
of having infringed the law which prohi- 
bite 1 Generals of the army from difpofing 
as they pleafed@ of the booty taken from 
the enemy. “The fame law enjoined them 
likevs-fe to bring into t TLreafury all that 
was reifed of the enemies: ‘voils. It icoks 
how ver, as if th, Republ: did allowa 
Crete.” he iy y of rewarding hs for 
diers., provide- ‘did not procure to him- 
icli any adv ze from the conqvuefts 

made 
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made in the name of the State, and gave 
ai-iccount of his conduct and aGmuinrftra- 
tion. the. 

Though this lav gave occafiga ù% feve- 
ral difputes, it muít however be owned, 
that it did not grant the Geaeral an arb: 
trary power with regard to wie diftrzebution 
of the booty, and that -it ‘tacn.,: ferbad 
him to give the whole to the folciery. A 
part of it was always to be hrought to the 
publie Treafury. hus at the taking of 
Corioli, the Conùùl Cominius, after he had 
put a golden crown upon the head of Co- 
riolanus, affigned him only a tenth part of 
the booty, gave him an horfe richly har- 
nefied, and allowed him to take as much 
of the filver as he could carry of and to 
make ohoice of ten prifomers. Coridkanu 
contented himfelf with taking the ten pry 
foners and the horfe. Perhaps allo when 
the General was knows to be a citizen en- 
tirely devoted to the public good, no cavil 
was {tarted again{t him with regard to the 
execution of -this law. ‘Thus the Dictator 
Quinias Cinctrrataus gave the infantry un 
der his command. the rich booty that was 
found inthe camr of ‘the Æ gui without 
bein. blamed e- called in queftion qn that 
acccuns, 

It was to the Senate s x neam by the 
conduct of Sp. Caffius ©U ‘linus towards 
the Sabines) that the Ge l referred the 

Depu- 
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Deputies af towns which fued for pease 
The Se -.xte fometimes left it to the ‘Ser,e- 
ral ta at the articles and conc'itions 
of the treaty. Thus the Veians having 
ient Deputies to the Conful L. 4 milius, 
he referred the n to the Senate, who wrote 
to Lucius t treat thofe rebelsas he thought 
nsoper. Fie granted them peace; but re- 
quired them tọ pay all the charges of the 
war, and to furnifh as much corn as was 
fufficient to fobfift his foididgs for two 
months. Some years after, this fame na- 
tion having made another revolt, the Con- 
ful Aulus Manlius, to whom they fent 
their Deputies, referred them to the Se- 
nate, bet by way of provifion ordered the 
Vernis t pay the charges of the war for 
one year, and to “Supply his troops .vith cs 
much corn as they could confume in two 
months; allowing them however to con- 
vert the ftipulated quantity into money 
‘The Senate granted the Veians a truce of 
forty years. 

It feems however that the General was 
invéfted with an otdinary power of corn- 
cluding trices. Forrwe fee that the Con- 
tul Q. Fabius conctided a truce with’ the 
/t@qGui which he made them purchat at 
ade rate for be obliged them io far- 
nifl. his army v 1 corn for two months, 
and evéry fo: with two coats, fix 
months pay, a cry thing elfe they —— 

ave 
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heave occafion for in other refpects. With 
revar to the peace which they =a," ed, he 
fent gae Deputies co the Senate em- 
powered the Gereral to pretuiioc them 
what conditions he pleafed. F abiss con- 
demned them to furnifh at their-own ex- 
vence as many auxiliary forecs as Rome 
íinould demand of them in any preng 
neceflity. Lucius Cornelius aéted in the 

fame manner with regard t- the Æqui. 
The tak 5g of Antium bv the Conful 
L. Cornelius Maluginenfis reprefents to us 
in a clear ligFt the :ufual manner obfesrved 
with regard to the enemies booty. He 
divided that of the Antiates between the 
public Treafury and the Roman {foldiers. 
“he gold, filver, and brafs were fraes jed to 
the Q»xítors, and the flaves were fold for 
the profit of the Republic. The Conful 
left the toldiers only the goods, pravifions, 
and other utenfils or tiat rebellious people. 
However, as hath been already obferved, 
the Gen. rai fometimes took a liberty of 
ditpenfing with this rule of carrying part 
wi wise Enemies L+voty io tne public Trea- 
fury ; fome excmp'es thereof have been 
alrecdy cited. Tuus wee che Dittator 
Viamercus giv’ a.g up the town and camp 
of the Fiderates to tne nillage of tFe fol- 
uicrs. I {hall obferve f “v-.) thm when 
Fiiftorians fay fimply, “the flaves or 
purt of the booty were > theiz mean- 
ing 
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ing is, that the price thereof was carreed 
to tHe «wblic Treafury. Sometimes vlfo 
the y vas carried thither, witho ıt any 
thing at ul being given to the foldiery. 
Such was the conduct of P. Pofthumuus a 
military Tribune, who upon the taking of 
Bola, cauftd ul the booty to be delivered 
to the Qurficcs that followed the army. 
After l)s exa nple, the Conful C. Valerius 
having recoveied the fortrefs of Carvenfe, 
in which there was a conitiderable booty, 
caufed every thing that was there found 
to be fold by auction, and gave the mo- 
ney arifing from the fale to the Queftors 
for the public Treafury. It looks as if the 
practice.of carrying thither a- part of what 
was {un from the enemy, had always 
been the genera and prevailing caftom, 
fince a modern Hiftorian *, after having 
related that the fpoils of Anxynr, a weal- 
thy town, were abandoned to the troops 
by the Miliary Tribunes, adds, that this 
liberality of the Generals had bee a difufed 
for a good while before. They were af- 
tcrwards very carefal in f€frerving part of 
the booty for the public Treafury. 

Ie v M mot be mrprope here to remark, 
that hitherto, that is, tor ‘hree centuries 
together, the foldirfs had ferved rhe Stete 
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litrle eftate and fubftance the mieans of his 
fubhftence, as well in the field, ə im the 
winter-quarteis : and often wher cam- 
paign was drawn out into reat a 
length, the lands, thofe efpeciilly of the 
poor Plebeians, were left untilled Hence 
arofe borrowing of Money  uwutfuries with 
Intereft upon intereft, and n “ine the 
complaints and {editions œ tke people 
The Senate, to prevent the difsrders and 
inconvenien és; paled an att ‘that for the 
future all the foldiers that ferved in the 
infantry fhould be paid out-of the pwblic 
money ; and to provide a fund for this ex- 
peifce, a new impott fhould be laid, from 
which no citizen whatever fhould be ex- 
enrpt. I only copy from M. Roll * who 
obferves after Polybius, that this pay was 
two oSo/7, 1. e. a httle more than three fols 
of French maney. It was during the 
fiegze of Wei, in the 252d year of Rome, 
that they began likewife to give a certain 
pay to tke savalry, as they had done befare 
to the n:fartry. That of the horfe was 
teebr- the otmere being fsx ofolz, or ten 
folg French. Provifiors were,at that time 
very cheap, as ma. D alia c'sferves after 
Polybius : a bivaiel of wheat was not ufu- 
ally worth in-Italy sore than four odo/, 
„nd the bufhel of barley vairas much. 
A buthel of wheat fe a feldier for 


+ flit. Kom. Tom. IT. pp. 3° 
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eight days. ‘This was the firít time ther 
the Reman eguites or cawalry furnifhed 
themfelves- with horfes, the State having 
always bēfore fupplied them therewith. 

Camillus, who had been -created Didéta- 
tor on cccafien of the war with the Fa- 
lifíci and Capenates, gave diftinguifhing 
proofs of mis Peal for augmenting the re- 
venue and riches of the State; for having 
made a confidvrable booty, he referved the 
greateft part ot c for the putiic treafury, 
and granted the-reft to the foldrers. And 
the next day after the taking of Veii, he 
caufed all the prifoners to be fold by au- 
ction, and the money arifing from this 
fale was laid by for the public treafury. 
This u all that-was excepted out of the 
plundef of fo opulent a city. Durir z thas 
fiege the Romans nad been much haraffed 
and infefted by the Falifci: Camillus, then 
one of the Tribuni Mtitum, war fent a- 
gainít them, and having routed tłem ina 
pitehed battle, made himfelf mafter of 
their camp, all the booty whereof M: fold 


for the profit of the pubke ereafury. Hii 
foldiers were «x¢eeding!y incenfed on this 
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rendered to the Romans, and nad then ze 
much reafon to admire his mecaesation ; 
for the Deputies whom they had employed 
to make peace, heving been rmerred by 
the Senate ta the Tribune, he only laid 
upon them a certain fum of money {fufh- 
cient to pay the troops for that year, and 
eafe the Roman people of tha. charge. 
L. Lucretius and C. A®miliv,, when they 
were Trzbunt Militum. greated Some little 
time afterw rds a truce 1>%r twenty years 
to the Volfinians, upon cci:dition that 
they reftored to the Romans all that they 
had taken from them, and reiftnburfed 
them a year’s pay for their troops 
In the war againft the Volf{ci, Camillus 
was more liberal to his foldiers ; 3} = aban- 
doned to them all the booty whicn they 
found in the enémies camp, a largefs fo 
much the r:os* agreeable to them, as they 
did not xpect it nom a General who had 
never til then fhewed himielf liberal with 
regard o the foldiers.s He was not lefs 
fuccef{,iu. r. the war againft the Etrurians. 
Tan umber Of priforers which ferved for 
an ornament ic his triamph «vas fo great, 
thet the price which of: from cheir fale 
was fufficiene to reimburfe the ladies 
the gold of their jewels whick they 
rad lent the Republic. Afzsr the exam- 
ple of Camillus, A. C tlius Goffus left 
his foldiers all the y which they 
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found in the camp of the Volfci ; but the 
prifoners were fold for the benefit of the 
ublic Treafury. ‘The Generals neverthe- 
eís on iome ctcafions umed the autho» 
rity of abandoning all the booty to the 
foldiers. ‘The Conful C. Marcius Rutilus 
having fallen with an army into the terri- 
tory of Privernum, referved nothing of the 
booty for the public Treafury, and allowed 
the foldier to *ake all: but in this he de» 
viated from the common praftice, which 
obliged the General to bring into the pub- 
lic ‘Treafury at leaft the greater part of the 
{poils taken from the enemy. This libe- 
rality o£ the Generals towards the foldiers, 
fays a modern Critic *, frequently raifed 
fufpic*~4. in the Tribunes of the People. 

They took occafijean thence more thaa ance 

to profecute the conqueror, out of a no- 
tion that fuch largefies yett not made 
without defign. 

But what contributed infinite] to in- 
creafe the revenue of the State, was the 
law made in relation fo the rmeamumiffion 
and freedom of flaves, whicn eiaei 
that whoeyer enfran ‘fed a flave fhould 
pay into the pu re ry the twentitth 
part of what fuch flave w worth. The 
Senatas confirmed this law, becaufe it 
brought «a confiqmable revenue into the 
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Exchequer, which was not rich: and thie 
fhews clearly enough that fuch enfran- 
chifements were common and frequent. 
What a noble ufe did the State make of 
this public tacafure, under the Confulfhip 
of C. Valerius Publicola, and C. Marcius 
Rutilus! Five Commiffaries. were appoint- 
ed, and called Menfariz, who were em- 
powered to terminate the affair of the 
debts, which had bees a f.uitfui fource of 
difienfions. Compting tadles were erected 
in the market-places, with r#ady money 
to pay the creditors, whofe place and aí- 
fignments the State took upon difchargine 
the debts; or elfe putting a reafonable 
price upon the lands and houfes of the 
debtors, they fold them at that fate By 
this means abundance aF debts were dif- 
charged without injuftice, and without 
any comptnnt. 

The uftom of carrying into the public 
‘Treafur7 a part of the booty taken from 
the ene1 ay, was long continued. Valeries. 
Corvrs, «.10re he burnt the town of Sa- 
trigu, abinduied the plunder of it to the 
‘gidiery : tut“he er. ached the public Trea- 
fury with the fale of fou: thoufand prifon- 
efs of war with which he meade his tri- 
umphant entry into Rome. It is ealy to 
be obferved, that wher Geneiaals were not’ 
able to bring money int® the public Trea- 
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fury, they ftill were careful on occafion 
not to diminifh it. “hus they obliged the 
people that fubmitted to their arms, to de- 
fray the pay of the troops for a certain 
time. It was at leaft being frugal of the 
treafurc of the State I have quoted fe 
veral inftanses of this military ceconomy. 
The Conful L. Æmilius treading in the 

eps of his predeceffors, when he had 
forced the Samanistee to fue for peace, ex- 
acted from them a year’s pay for his troops, 
and carm to fupply his army for three 
months. 

But the Republic was not fo entirely 
taken up with the increafing of the pub- 
lic treafare, as not to think at the fame 
time ef proper means to make her citizens 
enjoy tke fruits of her conquefts. Sne did 
not fail on various occafions to feize part 
of the enemies territory. >. te divide it 
afterwards among the citizens. ‘I*here are 
inftances of this diftribution very <ncient: 
Emight eafily collect a great nuriber of 
them, and fhew that Romulus fir? laid 
the plan of "i ch a divifionFin: ord r to 
aggrandize ¿íss \: fine te. If fhall onl\ 
obferve here, that aie Romans, when toa 
wards the end of the fourth ecmtury after 
the fouridition of Rome, they granted a 
truce of an hundrea years to the Cerites, 
a people of Etruria, took away from them 
(D) WATE 
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half of their lands. Some time after this 
we find the Conful L. Manlius ‘orquatus 
itripping the inhabitants oftCapua, Lati- 
um, and Privernum, of thefr. ancient prs- 
feflions, and a@mtributhg them among the 
conquerors. ‘The fine plains of Falerno, 
as far as the river Vulturnus, were fhared 
in the fame manner, and tke diftripution 
which Rome made of th-fe conquered 
countries was very equitable: fuch as had 
lands in Latium, had only two acres ot 
land on account or the reighbourhod of 
Rome; and fuch as could not have the 
fame quantity of land in Latium, had hy 
way of compenfation fome portion of land 
in the country of the Privernates With 
regard to the Romans who had thé plains 
of Faierno {hared amagag them they aí- 
fisned them three acres of land, becaufe 
they lay % a „ o7ter diftance from Rome. 

The Romans had likewife a cuftom of 
granting to Colonies the tands of the an- 
cient injatitants, whom ‘hey obliged ete 
yo ard fi .d out an abode in other quarters. 
Thu in -rde. to chaftife the- Senators of 
Velit.az, trey urde.e1 then ii. the 417th 
year cf Romë to quit their town and fet- 
tle bewonc the Tyber, and made a grant 
of .their lands to fuch as they feist thither 
to form a colony. They confifcated alfo 
at the fame time the lands of the people 
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of Tibur and Prænefte on account of 

theit freqnent revolts. 

In the 426th year of Rome, the Diéta- 
L. Papimus Curfor gained fo compleat 
a wictory over the Samnites; that they were 
obliged to fue to him for peace. They 
came to an agreement that the Samnites 
fhould give @ cloathing to every foldier of 
the Roman army, and a year’s pay ; and 
fhhould fend Eimba@adors to Rome to treat 

about the conditions of a peace. P. De- 

cias acct in the very fame manner with 
regard to the Samnites and the Etrurians, 
who were always in league together againft 

Rome: inftead of the peace for which 

they fued, they obtained orly one year’s 

truce, on condnion that they fupplied the 

Roman army with a year’s pay, and fur- 

nifhed two fuits of cloaths to every foldier. 

The Jufcans faw themfzıves foon after 

obliged by the Dictator M. Valerius Maxi- 

mus to advanct a year’s pay for nis army, 
and fupply it with corn for two months. 

Such was the price for which the Senate 

granted the. truce fof «t vo ears Sp. 

Catvilius, wno obtaun/ d the ļionorr of 

triumph for havimg vanquifhe1 tke Twmi- 
cans, was ne of the Generals who prought 

th mr  confiderable fums into the pud 

lic eafury:° he had forced the Falifci to 

pay » fum that amounted to one hundred 
( b3) fifty 
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fifty fix of our marks of filver, and the 
pay of the army: for that campaign. Upon 
his return to Rome, he deli wed to the 
Queftors a fum which amounted to £ 
hundred and nme of our marks of fibvcr 
and fomething more. 

To {hew how intent the G2nerale were 
for near five hundred years upon enriehing 
the State, I need only quote a part of the 
noble anfwer which Fabritius made to 
Pyrrhus King of Epirus, who offered him 
gold and filver. ‘‘ The thoughts of en- 
** riching myfclf never yet Came into my 
‘ head. As I have been long employed 
‘ in the adminiftration of the Gommmor. 
“< wealth, I have had a thoufand apportu- 
‘< nities of heaping up greet fums of .mo- 
< ney withoue any reproach. Cah one 
“ defire a more favourabie one than was 
“< offered me faur years ago? Invefted 
<< with the dignity of Confnl, I was fent 
“< with a numerous army asaini{t the Sam- 
““-nites, the Lucanians, anc the Brutiangs 
“< i ravagel a great. tract wf. country; J 
“ beat the :-ncisyin feverat batales; I took 
“by afault fevéeral sowns full of wealth 
“ gnd „ooty; Lf made the whois army 
‘< rich with their fpoils; I reimbarfed eve- 
Ss ry citizen all the expences he MN w been 
“< at for the war; and having receive I the 
** honour of a triumph, I put likewife 
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‘s four hundred talents into the public 
“< Treafury. 

I fhall on relate a few other facts to 
fl:-w; tha the Romans, in the moft flou- 
riitung times -of their State, fill took care 
to draw from war confiderabte fums which 
were put into the public Treafury. Hav- 
ing reduced a# Italy into fubje€tion, they 
carried the war immediately to Carthage, 
forced Hieron King of Syracufe, who was 
in league with that powerful Republic a- 
gainft the Mamertines, to fue for peace, 
and nrade him pay an hundred talents of 
filver. ‘They granted peace to the Cartha- 
Pinians upon feveral conditions, among 
which we fee that they obliged them to 
pay two thoufend two hundred talents in 
the {pce of ten years, and a thoufand im- 
mediately upon. the çmclufion of the 
Treaty. A talent is valued at a thotrfand 
crowns of French money. ‘The Romans 
having afterwerds picked an occafion of 
Quarrel with tke Carthaginians about Sar- 
dinia, thefe hf‘ did not care to engage in 
anew war, g-ve up all claim o Sardinia, 
and paid ‘«eelve hundred talents, over 
and abo thof€ which they were {lready 
bouid to ive them. Scipio A rica ws, af- 
ter the fe ond Punic war, obliged hem t- 
fumme the troops of the. Roman army 
with corn for three months, and with pay, 

(b4) till 
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till they had an anfwer with regard to the 
conditions of peace; and to pay likewile 
ten thoufand talents of filve within the 
{pace of fifty years wz. at tie rate f 
two hundrea ‘talents a year. 
Titus Quinctius Flaminius made a peace 
no lefs advantageous “with “iliz King of 
Maccdon: he obliged that . rince to pay 
the Commonwealth a thoufand talents, 
one half immediately, and he cther half 
in ten years, in the proportion of fifty 
a year. When he granted peace upon 
f2veral conditions to Nebis King of 
ITacedemon, he required him to pay 
down an hundred talents, and fifty a 
year for eight years following. He con~ 
demned him likewife to yield up to the 
Romans all the towns that he was poi- 
{feed of in the ifle of Crete. Not to 
keep ftrictly to the order of time, I muft 
not omit obferving, that the fame T. 
Quintius Flaminius, after fis triumph for 
the victories he had obtda ned in Greece. 
fent into the public Treafur 7 to the value 
of fix hundred farty eight ihcafand livres 
in falv.er coin and bullion, anu «wo millfons 
tonr hindr:d twenty thoufand ond forty 
livres ii: pieces of gold ; Lfeé?%z argenzz sk 
2a & tio mikia podo, S duceatr feptu- 
aginta facti, Gauri pondo tria mi% fepx 

¢ingenta quatyofdecim, iays Livy, Lib. >y 
The 

































Liijlorical PREFACE 


The Contul Marcus Fulvius Nobilior, 
in the treaty of peace which he made 
with the Æ ians, among ceher conditions 
yeich he prefcribed them, obliged them 
to alivance iramediateiy iwQ hundred Eu- 
bæan talents to the Romans, and to pay 
three huadrce) more in fix years, at the 
rate ^f fifty :n a year. ‘The Senate, in 
their ratification of this treaty, expref{sly 
infifted that te /Etohans flhould pay out 
of hand to tne Proconful who wag then 
in Greece, two hundsed Eubcean talents 





in as good filver as the Atti¢; and that xt 


they chole rather to make their payment 
of a third part of the fum in gold, they 
fhhould be at liberty to do fo, provided 
however they ,»ve one pound of goldan 
lieu o. ten pounds of filver hich fhews 
that pro; sortion petwe.n gold ar? filver 
was at that time decuple. The Senate 
addcd farther, that for fix years, reckon- 
ing from the cay of the conclufion of the 
Treaty, they hould pay fifty talents a 
year, and tak’. care that thefe fume fhould 
be certain! raid at Rome 

At the ime tine thet the Corful M 
Florus zVobilior reduced the Stol ans*9.a 
4amcful treaty, his Collezue Cv. Wam e 
fue *.ccd a petty tyrant canec Aea 
fits, Who tewrded it over fame 10 Th 
Phrygia, to pay hin an Dusgecd tdh -: 
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and ten thoufand sedimni or meafures of 
corn, each of «which held near two Eng- 
lif bufhels. Jn the famous. reaty con- 
cluded between Ant'ochus the G: éan King 
of Syria, ana the Romans, the senate o'd 
not forget the public Treafury ; but con- 
demned that Prince to pay i:i -twélIve years 
time, by equal portions each year, twelve 
thoufand talents of falver, of the beft A- 
thenian ftandards the tafent whereof 
weighed at leaft fourfcore Roman pounds. 
I fhall only obferve, that by the fame trea- 
the was obliged to furniíh alfo five hun- 
dred and forty thoufand bufhels of wheat. 
We fee alfo Marcellus reftoring the Celtf- 
berians to their liberty, in confideration of 
a tribute of fix hundred talents. ‘The Pro- 
chnn] Lycee I.ucullus, following his ex- 
ample made the town of Cauca in Spain 
pay him an hundred talents of filver. The 
famous Sylla, after having gained two vi- 
€tories over Mithridates King of Pontus, 
granted him peace upon fewral conditions; 
‘one of which was, that he fi:ould pay two 
-thoufand talen:s for the charres of the 
war. Pompey: acted in the fame manner 
witn rey arc to Tigranes King of Armenia ; 
ol ging him to pay the Romans fix thon 

f.d talunts: (or 1362500/. Sterting) for 
the charges of the war, whick he has ech- 
tered into againit them witheut any grcund 
or prc vocation. 
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Befofe Pompey’s time, the public reve- 
nues arifing from Afia did not (as Plutarch 
relates) ama t yearly to mpre than five 
thoniand myriads, or fifty millions of 
dra@ens (which cames to about five and 
twenty millions of livree, or one million 
fix hundred ind fourteen thoufand five 
hundred eighty three pounds, 6s. 8 d. fter- 
ling) but his conquefts were fo advanta- 
geous to the Romans, that they drew af- 
werwards thence eight thoufand five hun- 
dred myriads; which comes to two mil- 
lions feven hundred forty four thoufarta 
feven hundred ninety one pounds, 13s. 
4A. fterling. He brought into the public 
Treafury, as well in filver coin as in gold 
and filver plate, twenty thoufand talents, 
that iss fixty millicus of Perse, Mobedy 
will make, any Githculey in believir x this 
fact, who confiders that he forced Tigra- 
nes atone (as J have faid a little before)-.fo 
pay him fix theufand talents, which make 
about eighteen, millions of French livres. 
‘This immenfe evenue was likewife prodi- 
sibufly incradated, after the Gauls and E- 
gypt were raade Romen Peovinces. 

It is çœmtain that-the money ibus seaerd 
upun their wars, contributed infin!cery 
enhance the revenues ‘of the Rernawis. Vve 
do mt fee under the Ensperors any in- 
{tances of this politic econamy. Auguftus 

bovrever, 
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however, who applied himfelf to enrich 
his fubjeéts and embellifh tF» Capital of 
the Empire, fcraped toget. | immenfe 
fums. ‘The money left by Tidetlus ts a 
fubftantial preof of this fact 

Though this laft Prince was extremely 
vicious, he was not howevei: covetous. Sa- 
tis firmus, fays Suetonius in the life of Au- 
guftus, wt Jæpe. memoravi, adverfus pecu- 
ziam. He was in truth fometimes car- 
ried on to unfpeakable cruelties ; but beż 
fides that the inftances thereof are very 
vare, he left immenfe fums in his Exche- 
quer: Viczes ac fepties HS, fays ‘Tacitus, 
which amount to two hundred and two 
millions of French money *, a fum which 








ais hardly tc be found n w-a-days 'n the 
recurs of ad EFeftern Morarch. Caligula 


bis fu seffor fquandered away all this moa- 
ney in lefs than a year’s time. Naw oto 
vertente anno affumpfit, are the very wards 
of Suetonius. ‘Though Tiberius was a 
Prince that ufed ceconom:, enough, it is 
nevertLelefs very probable tat this prod*- 
gious quantity of money har been chiefiy 
hcarde1 up umer the long and pacif.- 
res o Auguftus, who, according to the 


The l. te Br. Arbut/ st, who regrets mueh that no 
Autnot had in 11s tur Icft us any accougt of the se- Tues 
ef the Romar Emmre, computes it at 27796873W. fer- 
ling. JT" .g/.s ana 1feafures, c. 15. r 
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the pablic Treafury, and his private Ex- 


chequer, and what ftill remained due of 


the various impofts and fributes. Auguftus 
had likewife drawn up a lift of the flaves 
and freed-men who 
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. We fee m this paffag 2 thaf 
the mperor carefully diftinguifhed be- 
twadn the public Treafury and the Prince’s 
private Excheauer, looking upon the one 
as the revenue.of the State, and the other 
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private fortune, asa reafon why ke left fs 
few legacies, excufata ret fame€tais medz- 
ocritate. «'Th’s Prirce obferssg likewfg in 
his will, that his ł eirs would have onlv 
three million; feven hundr d and mry 
thoufand crowrs to b= fhaied amongft 
them, whereas he had withia twenty years 
paft inherited of his friend to the value of 
fourfcore millians and fifteen hundred 
crowns ; the whole ef which aimoft he 
had facrificed, befides his own patrimony, 
to the public good. 

Auguftus, in tus diftraguifhing the 
public Treafury from the private Exche- 
quer, acted agreeably to the goVermmone 
-f the Republic, under which ths public 
‘Treafury hag beer g very ferviceable re- 
feoeirce. 7a 's exarhple, fuch Empe- 
Ors were truly c ncerned for the happi 
nefs of their fubjects, as Trajan ane A- 
drian, took particular care to preferve nd 
augment the revenue of the State. Spar- 
tian fays, that the former of thefe Princes 
would rrot fuffer the confifczted effects o^ 
perfons condemned to death to be brought 

nto his pariiculde E..¢hequer, but caufed 














the . to be'carricd to the public ry. 
my did mot fail to extol Trajan for the 
manner 14 which admiunifter’d the reve- 
nues of the E napire, and «ais priyate 
eitate. Put perhaps (fays he to him) 
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râ you ere moşe careful in the manage- 
‘<< ment Æ your private foetume than you 
< are of the public. Far from doing fo, 
< you sather favour ig the IefS, as think- 

„ you have a.better rigin and greater 
power Ov¢r your uwf cate, than over 
< that of the- Republic.” 

What I propofe in laying thefe facts to- 
gether, is to point out a fource of revenue 
which tħe Romans knew how to open, 
and make it contribute infinitely to the 
grandeuy of thg State and the happinefs of 
the citizers. An propertion as the pubfic 
treafure came to be more confiderable, 
the Republic {till found in it greater re- 
fources in critical conjunctures. She was 
under no necei*y of Il-radme the citizéns 
with heavy imoc z; the zabu. T eafury 
never failed affording a ready and £ re re- 
fourcs in gi exigencies whatever. If fhe 
took any fum from thence in times of ca- 
lamity, fhe reftored it with advantage, and 
{tocked it with. new fupplies when fhe had 
rined a victory. Some Emperors were 
fo fenfibte of the ‘advantages of this poli- 
tig ceconomy, that they obliged feveral 
?rovinegs to furnifh al, horfes, ftufts, 
con, and a certain quantity of corn. They 
erected magazines df œ}! theft. kinds of 
munitionsapa provifions, 1s-crder to apen 
and diftribute them in a tr of .carcity 
or 
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of famine, without deriving the ice any 
immediate profit to the State. Every thing 
that relates to the Romans affeéts and in- 
terefts us fo much ‘chat I heve room to 
hope the woi,2 will sot be difpleafead fo 
find in the foMexving Treatife- various ex- 
amples of a politic: c@toitomy which we 
gannot hel» admiring. 
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C H A P. I 
Of the Demefre of the Romans. 


H E Ra wans ha? a Demefjne confift- 
irg pe arable and pafture lands, mea- 
| g2ws, vineyards, foreíts, olive plan- 
tatig >» ponds,,mines, rivers, falt-works, and 
fryit-trees. 

Romulus divided the territory of Rome in- 
tê: three parts. Fie difpofed of the firft to the 
thirry Cawie by equal portions; he affigned 
th! fecond far Keeping rhe tempes in repair, 
thd defraying the charges of facrtifices 5 -apd 
she thiz<ai was applied to the occafions® the 


State ? 











a Agrum in triginta partes vwequatts divifits fed exemit 
priùs quantum ad n anifteria Sacroruyrr ena plorum fatis 
effess; & quandam piurtem quæ effet Jwris :blici ref{cirvavit. 
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Of the REVENUES 


In the courfe of time, the vior’ s of ti. 
Romans fv elict: their Excheg er, “a t rhe con- 
guefts thet mace were confta. ly a new four-ce 
of revenue. 1 Che Deiefne incsea ed “in pro- 
portion as th n¢g-ontic.s of the Republie werc 
extended. Vin . triumtmaas enricned them, and 
no way imypove -uhed the = ‘torious *™* [as zs 
generally the c ye now-a-:tays., "the Vein hav- 
ing, been f odued by the Romans, weie con- 
demned, as Livy aífures us, to lofe part of 
their territory ”. 

The Sabines, according to the fame hifto- 
rian, paid a like fine: and whoever fhall trace 
the progrefs of the arms of the Romans, will 
eafily obferve the progrefs o.. the’ D-meine, 
and the improvement of the public Treatury, 
as well under the government of the Kir 5>, 
as under the cuthority of the Confuls and he 
Senate. unde. the pepular government, 2nd in 
fne urd. che daominiGe of the Emperors. 
Horace fpeaking of the gorden age of the Ro- 
man Republic, tays, that the DER te men were 
poop, and the Staite rich ` | 

‘There were many inftances of iluftriou: ci- 
tizens, who, after having enriched their cotn- 
try, died without leaving effects fufficient to 
defray the charges of their funeral. “The p>- 
verty of Vale:ius Tublicoia, Merer.us Agr p- 
pa, and Ciacinisatus, ‘was a Jjuiter fubject of 











SS | Thee averas im Italick letter were ffruck ot, before 
ebi: Trenti fi covdd be licenfe.’, and the cafe zeas the Jame as 
go ali otber: peffiges, btire woich this mork ** occurs | 

b Veičute>s parte ~ groruan multati funt. 2e Lig. L. Te 
i. 3 

c Piivatus aos ceanlus erat brevis, commune magnum. 
Flor: 1. 2s Od. 1 >° 
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of the ROMANS.. 


m'i ys CRA" Much more tor their honour, than 
all the r.ches o their fíucecHors 

The Miaiziar foreft, the terri ory of the 
Vota « 

the -ramci and tir- elitar of the Equi, 
were incorpos:ted ins tke L auefne; fo that 
war, which ik n v wrom a bottomlefs pit 
thar fwelloWs u ww Sie riches of a State, wus 
then 3 fine drom w'tich the P Pomans crew 
their greateft treafures. This hath been very 
well obferved by a politician who is detefted 
by private men, but is .continually confulted 
by the beft and ableft Miunifters. ‘J’his is a 
matter of fact proved by an infinite number 
of examples, tae mulfitade of which would 
ferve rather to puzzle, than to give new light 
te the fubject 3 but it is founded on a princi- 
p): of political prudence, which requires that 
the revenue of-a State fhouedsarife from the 
very icurce from whgrice the neceliny eet the 
expence is derived+, and thet war, wiih is 2 
deyouring maatt¢r, flhhoufd be fed with its own 
fubrince. wnd drink its own blood. 

C= ¿nication were a fecond fource of ‘the 
Dgymeine. I fkall only in this place quote an 
inftance or two, becaufe I have wrote a parti- 
cular chapter On the fubject. 

The fdemetne of Larquin the Proud was 
ec 4fifcaced to the profi of the Commonwealth ; 

hd fome patrimonial tands which oclongedsto 
aim were ccnverted into a place of puo af- 
femblies calied the Field ¢7 lars to fhew that 
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a Grs Lio i: ty 23 3- Daim? Lalcgcra. 
e -GaJnoaed, k ssc Ff: Epon T. Let, Gee Lra; tia 
Satis Livra, Pol.b a5. amd Sige "l. 
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the State would never come ‘-to any «cCOm 
modation wii. bim, or have .ny yeace with 
fuch as fho. ld endeavour to r tore him. 

Phe efteces the Decemvir werc Kewile 
conhicatec: “tue « E ample € mG ALES 
as they were or , nally, bey had iert up them- 
ilves for Sovre ons z ano aif ng the .autho- 
rity delegated +» them by `a. Senate und the 
People for d áwing up «sad eftablifhise a bo- 
dy of laws, they had arrogated to themfelves 
the power of abiolute dominion. ‘The eftate 
of Spurius Melius was alfo annexed to the 
Demet nw 

Confifcations were introdaced, becaufe a 
perfon cut off f.0m human foc.cty by a capital 
puniflament, or from the Republic by a civil 
death, is deemed to be annihilated, and cg 1 
fequently incapable of leaving or difpofing of 
his effeéts to his relations or friends, as heiIng 
cut 60 trom all fhare œ Fenefit in the laws 3 
fo that in fuch cafe the eftatc which he enjoyed, 
being left without any proprat®s ought natu- 
rajly to efcheate to the public Dent ‘ne cs the 
comgimon center from which he was pre.s-ned 
to have derived it originally. The laft ^n- 
ferors in truth moderated the rigour of this 
part of the law, as being perfuaded that n.- 
ture was more ancient thai. iaw, and taat rig‘its 
of blood were y.referz>.2 to the claims of he 
Imperial Excheguer ». 

l aall not here take any notiee of Attalw. 
King of Pergamas, who left the People of 
Rome ‘iis heir ; nor of donations, fines im- 

t F. his © Dien. Ha. i å- 
BF Ghote iea 
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poted, of eltai è dereire to ihe public hy 
e ebear, an@ du medi to be vacain or defliture 
cf a Preemety 5 Decag*s I thal” Irak ol them 
BE la Sb afl Fy Dia’ plete. det «G2 icient 
“oO renvark, hat whe. pyive 9 men mounted 
on the Impern] Flo, enw, breygehe all their 
OWA effates ags t ware vy w. y of portion to 
the Strate; for eftars being owy acceflories 
and annexed to prions could not @ontinuc in 
a private condition, when the proprietor there- 
of was raifed to the dignity of a Sovereign. 
One of the Antonini fhewed himfifelf gery ièn- 
fible of this trutk, whet atter his elevation he 
{faid tg his.wife, who blamed hem for not be~ 
ing liberal enough, Madam, we have now zo- 
‘Ling pf our own 3 meaning, as I concéive, 
th t the public intereft and his private intereft 
being blesded together in the. perion of the 
Prince, he had no longer any eftate iu .~ivate 
property» and that-avhat he lad brought, being 
united to that of the State, had innnediately 
thereupon ¢fingéd its nature, and become the 
props y of thea Empire, being no longer an- 
nex<d to his perfon, but to his dignity. But the 
emperors did not ufe to make exprefs decla- 
ré"10ns for thefe kinds of annexing ; at leift 
ne ther Miftory ner «ke Law; furnifh us’ with 
an inftance .nereof ; a+ was priétifed in France 
wr. the year ©532 with regard to the fovere:~n- 
tv of Bearn, the Kingdom of Navarr:. the 
Duchy of Bretagne, Normandy . and the: lands 
of perfons condemned for high treaten ; tho? 
a pofieMio.. of ten year. hath, by sk very 
word: of the Ordinances of 1.596, che fance 
force as a formal ds.claration. 
SH. Cop. In Antono "io: 
B 5; The 














—_— Wit 
ae ‘9 F C4 
oe 
sA AN 
i= A e AA \ 
= f s ~ VRA) 
EERE Ji) 
\ oN 3 a ji 2 i} 
\ E / = 


> A 
A 
WENT of 





g 


Of the REVENGE: 


The lands œf the Demefne’ ere caed Pra- 
dia Tamiacc, Predia Domini , undi Patr 
moniales, Fretia Civilia vel. t. alig, Res Pr - 
wate vel Logan `æ 

We may juc ¢ of t.3 largene’; and exten 











of this Demeine — ehe ¿matr is. of the Ro- 
man Empire, which ce any other 
bounds than. tnofe of (Jniverfe for the 








lands of <t:1e Imperiaj Demeinre were fpread 
over all the Provimces of that vaft Republic, 
and particularly in thofe of Afia and the 
Raft 

This Demefne comprehqnded likewife a 
great many ferefts, the admi: iftration where- 
of was very honourable, whatever contempt 
Julius Ceafar expreffed for that kind of era- 
ployment ; and notwithftanding the compla its 
he made, that his commiffion in Spain gave 
him no power but over trees and thickets» 
Rivers made alfo a part of the Demeine 3; 
and this ts the opinfon of Angelus upon the 
law Fluminum . Uipian had 4a cided this 
pomt before in exprefs terms, upon firít 
law 

The lawyer Caius maintains in like manner 
that the public hath every whit as much pr- 
perty in rivers”, as partiel°r citizens have in 











k C. De Pred. Tamiacis, & ce. & pafiim. 

1 Qrt:m jam totum vi&or Romanus habebat, 

Ou* mare, qua terre, quà fidus currit utrumque. 
Petron. 

m L: 6 8. 13. Cod. De fi ndis patrimon. 

n Cod>!/. “is 7, Oz 43, w3» fit. De fugit. {-01onis faltu- 
enf. De Mancipiis faleucal. Ei 

° ff. De ‘samno tnfecto. 

P fF. We interd. 4. 1. f. De divifione rerurna. 
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of the ROMANS. 
thair Dia “Ate eft. es: and the frít law confirms 


alio this o quion 

mo form a c] ar and diftinét nc ion of the 
mtir Suny. tm ting of in this la: e, 1t will 
he prosper te frame in ‘ae im ng ion as it 
ware toile ci. ues of cwiffeven’ azes, inclofect 
one within anoue, uiz. Pap ice, Towns and 
Corpioracions, ^ 2#.., and in fire, the univer- 
fal Reprofic of the - orld. &¥jvate eftates 
belong to Families; puL'ic eftates, Ye an im- 
proper meaning, of thg word; to I owns and 
Corporations ; public things, in their true and 
natural fenfe, to States; and things common 
b:long te the great Republic of the Univerie, 
of «iach the nave and the foreigner, the cli- 
vilized man and the barbarian, are equally ci- 
<2. pS 

‘rom this principle Lawyers have inferred, 
that the earth, the air, fire, anc the fea belong 
in general to all mankind *, and thai fv the 
Law of tTations tle entrance and pafiage or 
all feas are free .v. open to all kinds of na- 
tions, witheut ay diftinction of country or 
climzsa. 

Z” he fhores too, becaufe they paffed for ac- 
ceffories or appendages of the fea, were deemed 
to enjoy. as it may be faid, or be entitled to 
the fame i-e and ccn.mon right. “Phe cap- 
tai s of Æne .s’s fleet. in Virgil, make great 
complaints igainit Dido’s officers, beceufe 
u ey had hindered them from coming te we 


1 F. o w Je fluminibus. 
r Inff §. 1. tit. De rerum div ione- 
L. z2. §. Si quis in mari. JJ. Ne quis in loc . publico. 
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roads and landing on the cc ts ost “Tfrick °: 
and Juno, ia Ovid, exclain . aggaAft a like 
wnyuttice t. | 

Ic muf b: -wned hrweve-. char thea i}e.7s 
Exchequc. 1 a to attack and ‘icroack: ugar 
this right: an’. Yatterers inainta” ed that ever 7 
thing which. ÍW uix in the ° or in rivers be- 
longed to the Empérc s x. cinas a claim 
which app’.ured extrer..'y fhocking "3 Juve- 
Nal r, 

Now-a-days, ** [whew ambition and avarice 
have =ffaced in a masner all teaces of this right] 
Princespretend that the fea follows the nature 
of the fhore; and confequently whoever 18 
malter of this, is mafter alio of the öter: -. 

This is the quarrel of the Hollanders ana 
the Danes about the ftreight and ptflageof he 
Sound; of the Englifh and T%anes 1p relat on 
to the feas of Norway; of the Pitch and 
Englifb with regard to the Britifh Channel 5 
of the Pope and Venetians., about the naviga- 
tion of the Adriatic fea ; ai. "ef moft nations 
in regard of the commerce of the Faft and 
Weft Indies, which the Por.aguefe usd che 
Spaniards have always laboured to engrofs.nd 
#ppropriate to themielves, exclufive of all a- 
ther European nations. 








4 uod genus hoc honm.num, guare Dne tam barcara 
morem 
a’? mittit patria ? Tlofpitio prohibeme Arenæ. e 
Do reld. I. | 
E (uw. jawminetis quass *.. ius Commu. aru, elt. 
Y O12 ound Parphurio, di t aedis Armillatc, 
Q: icq id contvicsesi pulerumque ex wquore toto eft, 
Res fii-i elt, ubicumque natat he. Dats chs 
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“a he cs iet rea pns that fupport this common 
right and treedo: of the féa, fæem to me to 
be taken, 

kksom. thea: eceMfitv of com ene" 
“rom ti diverit” of ar ea. the va- 
r.cus kinds oi genius 

2. From the amre ör ravwsilies, and the 
inclination whi | wit n er. have i>r fociety. 

4. Feom the orig cl right which every 
particular perfon hath ov.r all the earth, and 
which the competition of different claimants 
hath caufed to be fhared our, as it divides an 
inheritance among, feveral coheirs. 

5. From the quality which the fea hath of 
fer ities for a pu&iic road to all the nations of 
the world. 

From this great road’s not being liable 
to se fporled, o. fubjecét to any reparations. 

7- Laftly, becaufe no body can juftly com- 
plain of a paffage, which belongs to nature 
and is never to be -‘ef{troyed or altered. 

It is howevez+ p oper to adhere to the right 
which ic fitled sy praétice and cuftom, with- 
out tredbling ourfelves about laws that are ei- 
the. difufed or abolifhed. 

‘The Imperial Exchequer had no claim or 
right to wrecks”, The Emperor Cénftdn- 
tine takes wader his ,».c*cétion all perfons what- 
ever that fufte ced by tle fea, ard grants a kind 
fanctuary c. place of refuge to fhips thar we-e 
d-iven on tuore by tempefts. . Zhe Ale "ty of 
‘be Empire, fays he, hathnorigns omer thé af- 
fizcéiions o be unfortunate 











~ Nee ver- terra ferre omnes omnia polut, Georg. 1. 
wW Cod.l. t Dc Naufragiis. 
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Of the REVENJDS E'S 


** [The Ordinances of th Kinys Y Prance 
are very a,j o<ent, infomuch bat if. the_perfons 
interefted itu wreck donot ma. their claim 5i b- 
in a time. ore” ted, the lpace~%; xeo" ¥ ae PDP- Ao 
ble enoitg. ‘is, .f'a yeareta a day, key 
are deemed voi. ‘arily renounce. what the fier’ 
had taken f-um meñ before as’ ft their wills by 
force.] 

The Er .perors for ..`ımes gave way the 
lands of cheir Deme ae, referving only a quit- 
rent; and thefe could not be taken away from 
thofe who held them or tř <» fucceffors, pro- 
vided the rent was duly paid *  Wlpian ftiles 
this kind of Demefne by the’ name of Tribu- 
tary Fields, sgri vettigales. This-is 
fpeaking what we call the infeoffed or un 
changeable. Demefne. 

They farmed out other lands for a fun. of 
ready money, and the leafes thereof aere ulu- 
ally made for five years: this is th change- 
able Demefne ¥. Sometim~:s they l. it out by 
halves, and the farmers o. ‘s kind were 
called Coloni Partziariz. | | 
Wafte and uncultivated laids were me- 
times difpofed of for a long term of year. *: 
this depended on the ceconomy and good con- 
duct of the adminiftrators. | 

Leafes were ufaally praussced for Eve years’, 
becaufe at the ed of_tuat term general rye- 
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.C'rdonnance of 1543, Art.-11, 12 @nd of 1554; 
nd1582- . 
ØE ager vecttigs'. 
_ =» C. De locatione ` cad. fiíc. 
arr. 4. De lir” . Lat. 
. 1. f Si agef voètigal. 
(). De jure Emphiteutico, We. 
x C. Ls locat, večœėigalum. 
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v'2w was wade « all the citizens, and an ex- 
at accownt taken of their eftateS. But thefe 
thr e kinds of le- es differed in- abu idance of 
relma. trom t yudic.cions of ^ne King of 
Froes PEZ wie. 

1. If the lets> s of añ eftate: sciled in pay- 
ing their rent for ‘ree years. og thes, or even 
only for tye yea the Veafe was vacated and 
entirely Giffolved “: vac. eas in Frae it is ne- 
ceffary to procure the King, Jetters, and car- 
ry on a fuit of law fo fetting it afide 5; the 
fummary ways of atnulling a leafe withoue the 
formalitigs of a legal praceeding not being re- 
ceived in that kingdom “ ‘The fame method 
vas obierved wien regard to leafes for a long 
teirri of years. 

2 ‘when the noffeffors or detainers of eftates 
fold them, there vas no duty paid to the Im- 
perial Treafury *. They are now obliged to 
pay fines vf alienation. 

3. They did ne. obferv2 the fame formali- 
ties in fales ar feo.es as are now in ufe; but 
they {tik agreecç> in the main*. We do not 
find #at they made ufe of fire; but by poft- 
ing, up advertifements they gave public notice 
of the adjudicarions or auctions that were to be 
made . There were in this point tome delays 
which were not always unitorin s and = after 
auctions wer- over and aumecications minde, 
there was fal a certain time rllowed for is- 
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b L. 1. Co”: We jure Emphir. utheni | hri ve ve 
C De =e rofanétis Ticcletils | 

© Lotfeau, leeacquet. 

a PR 5- De Marat. ora. fifcal. 

= fa 1. Cl. fhn vendendis rebus Civit. 

§ f,. 2 De ade & jure hilt filealis, & pafls iin Cu... 
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Of the REVENMUI S 
ceiving higher offers; fo th : the Royal Ora - 


mances ufon his fubjeét are cakwn almnoft er- 
batim frcm tht laws I quote. 

4. Wane perícn -was e. 3 thrô ðh de- 
fault of pay his rv'.t for tw: of three years, 
he was not e Ob.rfed ..+r a improvemer.ts 
he had made on the effate though if sc was 
in a worfe ondition, 2ndr hac committed 
any waft upon it, ae was obliged to make 
good the damag _ This depends in France 
on the equity of the Jddges or Commifiaries. 

It cannot be improper tu obferve, that none 
but the Imperial Trzafury .and the Churches 
had a right to receive any bigher offers after 
an auction or adjudication was ove: 5; and thet 
Towns and Corporations were exgluded f Om 
that privilege ™. 

g. If farme were adjudgee to inédlvent per- 
fons, the officers anfwered for them, which ts 
mot tke cafe at prefent.) For this teafon the 
Emperors Gratian, Walent «an, and IT heodo- 
fius ordered them to difpofe gt she farms only 
to rich and fubftantial peopleg that cwiuld give 
good and fufficient fecurity ' The Ordù ance 
of Francis I. is agreeable to this regulation. 

6. The Romans knew no diftinction 'e- 
tween lands noble and ignoble, lanes free or 
allodial *, nor any thir, of fines. Sf alienation, 
the fifth part of the purchafe-m ney payable 
tc the Lord of a fiet, and the £ th of that 














Shimaw ZO: 
b Z. "r De vendend.-reb. Civit. 
L. 21 §. 7. J. ^ì yunicip. Auth. rg. C. De facroi. 
Ecciefiis. œ 
i L- t. C. ae locit pred. hfcal. 
Dw 0 lin, Pref. fur z tit. des Tics. Loifeau. 
Fiti, 
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fifth, OF oave-citu..: and feizin, feizures, open- 
ing of the fiet, .:nercemeirts fa» not paying 
the guit-rent, no. in fhort of the rights of 
hig. mean, ane. lew jur*idiction'. The Ita- 
Nan Jawyers * Lo have. riough: thas Romu- 
lus had infticut d and & .cied fie; , upon his ha- 
vang divided che P Sinan cisa 's Mto two or- 
ders, and caked z.e o12 Fatronsi (which is a 
name that our French °->vilians giv to feudal 
Lords) and the others Clies¢s. which 1s a term 
that they afcribe to Yadals and Feudataries ; 
theie lawyers, I £y. had pot confulted Dio- 
nyfius of Halicarnaffus *; for he would have 
told thenf; that the Patrons were the Patricii, 
whe ivad the caye of religion amd bore civil 
o.īces ; and the Clients were the Plebeians, 
whe tilled the lands, exercifed mechanic arts, 
and followed traces. The firft were properly 
the protectors of the others, and thefe in re- 
turn paic then: a great deal of refpecét: but 
befides that theie t' 'es were voluntary, cvery 
one being at liberty to chute any body he liked 
for his pworé€tor they were likewife purely 
perfonat, belonging to the perfons, and having 
ro manner of relation to the lands and eftates 
wi'ch fuch perfons occupied or enjoyed. 

„v There was a Superintendant of the De- 
meine, whe was dika» vifhed by the title of 
Lilufirious’ z ie -was ors of the firit pofts of 
the kmpire ‘This officer haa no dependancs 





Pithou fur la coutume de Troyes. 
Cequile.An/?. du Drott Fras ais. 
T Bailes, BPartholus. 
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C. De wultsc’o tC oniit. rer. privat. 
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EVENUES 


on the Superintendant-gener:! o~ the revénue, 
and took pial? immediately after him. 

8. IFe money arifing from the Dem :fne 
Was put irtó a parcculiu treafuvy called the 
Pijet; wor wiat arc ©. from ec ér branches of 
the revenue w  Jadge.' in the public Tree- 
ry called umniy #Mrariun. 

The younger Pliny in h: Paręgrtric makes 
a diftinct’sn between .: efe two forts of Trea- 
furies, though the*: names are often confound- 
ed in other authors. {ín France the profits of 
the Demefne are paid into the Royal Treafu- 
ry, and are under .the direction of the Com- 
ptroller general of the revenue. 

9. The ancient farmers, wher their lefe 
was expired, had the preference before al] o- 
thers. There is a regulation to this eff & 
made by the Emperors Hon»rius and Arvadi- 
us: Jf is juft and equitable, .aid they, that the 











sold tewmants fhould be preferred to new bidders, if 


they offer the fame price we [iv france tbis 
depends on the Comptroller-zemeral of the. Fi- 
72:171C€S. | 
10. I here was a general prohibitiog which 
incapacitated all the officers of the Empé¢ror’s 
houfhold from being admitted tenants of ny 
part of the Demefne’ 5; and it lay more purti- 
cularly againít fach u* rad any poft or em- 
ployment in th= Revere, either in their own 
rime, or by the intervention of o.ers lending 
Foo 2. & Troe untesdiect. AF. Ne quid in loco publico, €¢. 
t obs >t congruit, t veteres poficildres fundorun 
publico: m novifflim’s condućétoribas praferantur, fi fala 
per ai:n19> vw Menta t. tuant. 
"h Urie C. Quibus ad conduétion:m peed. filcal. ac- 


C acze ran Ucet. 


them 





them theirs: there is an Egit of Arcadius 
an’ Honorius exprefs to this pwrpofe f. The 
Or ħnances of the Kings of Feance in 15418 
anu 3.561 are agr-*able tə this regulars on: but 
they are not AsVetys obfered, the sseeffities of 
the State fubjetting then tc frøæyent deroga- 
tions. | 

r1. Tie }fhcee's of -be Revenne fometimes 
improved-Aand made tke noft of the Demefne 
by putting it under the ma-*gement of parti- 
cular Comneiffioners ~vko had feveral families 
and flaves undér-«he:n‘t. In France there ¢ an 
Ordinance which allowe and indeed gees fo 
far as to prefcribe this: but it is broke through 
b- a corstrary rukom. 

72. The ™Memefne lands were fubyect to 
Full.zge, and other charges incident to lands “ 
“as Well as to repairs of the highways, bridges, 
and caufeways. `n France this is not obferved 
at prefent in 1teveral Provinces, wher? the 
Talliages axe_affix-. to Jands’, particularly 
in Dauphine, where the lands of noble tenure 
declared to be ío n the ancient Cadaffre*, are 
exempt from them: and as for highways. 
bridges, caufeways, moles, piers and banks 
the officers of the Revenue affign and appro- 


















í Nullus Falatinorem qni i. officio rei noftræ private 
militant, conduétioilis nomine, .*-el per -e, vel per quam 
libet perfonam pof®&ffionum hujyutmody, #onducendarum fa- 
cultatem, cum e¢.,ue militi, neque curiali hoc permitts 
mus. 

€ L. ro. G. fF G2 0 63: 

= 3 tr. C. Le collat- fund. patziri. 

“d De privilegiis Domus Augutæ. 

sa The Cre afire is a public regifle “de by aut ority of 
the Court of Aides, and containing the nez. of the pr ihre 
etors of rflates, their quality and value, in bach corpwe atic 
and paryh. 
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priate every year a particular find for thefe 
kinds of expfcaces *. 

‘There is one remarkable difference bete en 
the Der:efne of the Kings of France, and 
that of uke Roman Emperor. The firft of 
thefe is tacre’ art inabenable, except in twG 
cafes only, vix. when it is..cceflary to provide 
for the urgent necefliries of tHe Stute, and even 
then there ıs a right 1.ferved of reperchafing 
it, which cannot ha forrclofed by any prefcri- 
ption ; and in order tG i ttle an -appanage for 
a yeunger branch of the Royal Famuly, but 
{till with a right of reserfioen to the Crown in 
defeét of male iffue: fo that a purchafer ne- 
ver hath an unalterable propert” m ands @ at 
ever were part of the Royal 15; r@cine, as əp- 
pears by the frequent refumptions and re fales 
that are made thereof. The Imperial Derseine 
on the contrary was fold and .lienatecd for ever, 
like the eftates of private e rlons. 

There was a famous ls y mada by Alexan- 
der Severus to this effect. JL ould blu/fh,- iays 
this Emperor, for /Lame, if the ofprers of my 
Exchequer fbould offer to fue and mole a pur- 
chafer of the Demefne, after it bath been fairly 
affizned to him, and be hath paid the purci afe- 
money for it `. 

The word. of Hwrorius and Theodofius on 
this fubjeét ar- nor Iefs remarzable. Neither 
gquity nor borour, fay they, alwa the Prince's 
Tr afury to -ume s yhat it hath onc fold * 















“r wr. an his Pleadings. 
x © .viiimum verecundia mea duxit, ut cujus rei pre- 
qur (ccm bona f Fer addiéta) femel filcus acceperit, 


erus couuroverifam ru CTA. 
Y si eis —— 
rwetraétare fitcun. qnod femel vendidit, zxguitatis ho- 
peitatiique ratio nor pat .'r. L. 2. Cod. 
Theo- 
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Theodofit s and Valentinian decide this point 
in'’terms {tiM more exprefs. We enact, fay 
thy ., by this prcfent, Declaration, that the pur- 
thafers of the lands of owr Demelne in perpetuity, 
[ball remain for ever poffeffed thereof, notwith- 
ftanding any grant or eiffigiument thereof that tbe 
Emperor may mak, himfelf to a third perfon, ei- 
ther at the requey. of fue perfon, ov of his own 
proper motion, under the penalty of an hundred 
pound fine to be laid o she Swpertnutendant of the 
Demefne that fhall any way infringe this Ordi- 
‘nance, and the like fine upon the officers of our 
Demefne, to be pæd to us, whatever high and 
dvantageous offers of greater value may be made 
f om other gu rers. Our meaning therefore is, 
thar thefe kind: of public contraéts fhall be for 
ever wrrevocable 3 and likewife the cftates fold and 
aligned may not forthe future be refumed nor 
taken away f.- 2 the purchafers to whom they 
have been Affigned, w from their children, fuc- 
ceffors, heirs and ayitus, on any claim or pretence 
whatfoever. 

The fecond law on this fubjecét is hkewHe 
exprefs. Conftantine the Great hath left an 
un verfal and inviotable Edict, which ts couch- 
ed in thefe terms. /¥e notify to all perjons, that 
whoever burchajeth or het purcri@jed any eftate 
of our Exchequer, be and bis biss and fucceffers 
fhall continue perpetual and indese2tlable Lords ari 
owners therc ef, without beirs liable to any refutis- 
ption on ou: part, or to be ogie G&G Lheir Pel er 
gn pretence of any right of eurs Weak” 

z L. >. C. Eodem. 

* Univerfii cognvnolcant, has po. one: quas de fico 
noftro comparant feu comparaverunt moilo à nob. jure re- 
trahi, fed propria firmitate polleijas, ciam: «1 poficros it's 
dominii perpetai durabilitate wim 
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Gratian, Vatentinian, and Theodofius e 
tend thefe regulations even to the pure grar ts 
and donatfons proceeding from the mere boun— 
ty of the Prince witheut any other confidera- 
tion. Whoever, fay they, enjoys in virtue of 
our own Imperial! liberality or-that of our prede- 
ceffors, any elate or lauds af our Denefne or 
Patrimony, fituated etther in the Dioceje of Afa 
or in that of Pontus; Jhal} be abfolute proprietor 
thereof, and have power to tranfmit-¢be fame to 
his pofterity, and not only to convey them to bis 
heirs, but even fell anf ulienate them from his 
family by any kind of contraé? whatfoever » 

More than this, the purchaf-r f fuch eftatc 
became fo entirely mafter ther £ , that h 
had the privilege and authority of tnftanchi- 
fing the flaves that were, by the misfortune of 
their condition and birth, redu~ed to fervitude, 
and tied to the ploughing wnd cultivating of 
the lands; though the contrery was inviolably 
obferved fo long as thofe eftates remained in 
the hands of the Exchequer * 

The Emperor Anaftafius carried after vards 
this right to a farther length: for he enacted 
that whoever fhould have continued forty yez.rs 
rma peaceable -er2 undifturbed poff fion of 
any eftate of ~he Imperial Demefne, or of 
lands of the Church either by~i.wmfelf or by 
awy other proprietor from whom e derived 











Fo awk  — actimon_ales poffefiones per Afianam & 
Peaccaie © cecliny, vel a Divis parentibus noftris facra 
largitate © matx funt, “tQ,.mcufse poflidcant, atqus ad fuos 
poltcros tr nsferant: Ue quidem non {olum in hæredibus, 


{fed etiam n cormoucliv ‘s omnis gencris volun.us cuílodiri. 
fa t C. De fun is patrim. 
1 p 1- C+ Ma ro r omre œ vindicatio temporis piæ- 
íc. iptione fubme /eatur. 
hs 





his claim °,, whether his poffffion was autho- 
rit ed and warranted by authentic writings, or 
wis deftirute of ewidences, thould be deemed 
to have acquired an entire and perfett proper- 
ty therein; fo as evef to plead prefeription 
againft the quit-rent originally referved and 
afterevards acquitted, if in the courfe of thole 
forty years x#€ di not appear to haye been paid, 
and the poffeffor had not been iued on that 
account. 

This Ordinance in truth derogates from that 
of Valentinian the Second, “Theodofius the 
Great, and Arcadfas; te purport whercof is, 
that no prefcription fhould be allowed in fa- 

our of fuck a fhall have purchafed parts of 
ure Demeinge. fom fellers who had intruded in- 
to the poffeMion and ufurped the property 
thereof f-audulently and illega:iiy: ; but that 
in {fuch eale, <he Prince fhould on the contra- 
ry be at liberty te .turn out the wrongrul de- 
tainers of tuch lands, without any reftitution 
of the fums of money difburfed by the pur- 
chafers, how long foever their enjoyment ami 
poffeffion thereof had continued. 

tn a law of the Emperors Dioclefian and 
Maximian upon this fubjcét, there js ie fersed 
a circumftance which deĝ,.Vos attention ë , 
which is, that if the officers f the Revenue 








roceeded che fale of arrveftace, for want 
of the tall ‘€z¢ incivient to rhe lands being pan, 
the purchaer thervef, by = leas P pofiehicn of 


thirty years, becomes the uiquiuder-h g gna 


eE i C De fenia parum- 

ff. a C. Sa rei donian vel t -mplorim: 
ar a a - 

< Po. ¥ 


C. De preteriptione qictuy.a vel quadragimta iT- 
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indefeafable proprictor thereof, -though he 
ufual folemnities preicribed b by the law in the 
cafe of fuch fales had been either infringed.cr 
eglected : the defect ar iin. from fuch omif- 
fion being removed anı repaired fufficiently 
by fo long and peaceavie a poffeffion. 

This feems to be the proper place for giving 
lome account of the differen: motives which 
engaged the-Roman Empire and the French 
Monarch to lay down, in affairs of the fame 
mature, fuch different rules, and tq eftablifh 
Jaws fo direétly contrary 3 particularly as to 
the fale of the Demefne. We fhall follow the’ 
order of time, and be&in wi.h the Romans. 

1. The Rorians were perfuaded, that ther: 
might be an effective commerce c m'ed on be 
tween the Commonwealth anc che. Citizens, 
between the Public and Private Perfons, as 
well for lands as the produce thereof. and for 
inimoveable goods as well as the moveable °. 

2. They had found by .experience that in 
certain conjunctures the State had as much pce- 
cafon to fell, and as much intereft .to make 
purchates, as fubjects had ` Now in purcha- 
ics the perpetual right of redeeming or repur- 
chafing the «ftate fold was fometimes {tipul ı- 
tet; but ttill in favour of the p irchafers, who 
might on goy ne Daris the land re-demand 
their mone-7, wut niver in favour of the 
St ice 
T They t'sumht tt was going vzainft the 
nature of things, 2-7 attempt to perp-tuate the 


kC D vendera ad Civi. pertinentibus, Z 2 t, 
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4aperty o^ certain lands to ohe and the fame 
fnaiter >. 

4. They deemed it a point of religion, and 
conceived themfelves olaliged in conicience to 
keep the conditions and claufes of fales and 
adjudications | 

5. This earrex.d with it at leaft a fhew of ho- 
nour, «nd tended to the fecurity of families 

6. They were of opinion that they might 
fell things confecrated to the Gods, and much 
more fuch as belonged to the Public». 

7. They were pe! sled that whatever bce- 
longed to private perfons, belonged alfo to ehe 
state ~ 

8. The p. wer which all the world had of 
recovEring the boffciffion of their cftates, con- 
tributed tqmething to the fecurity of the Em- 
peror re gning ; for his fall would hardly have 

cen deferred fo: any confiderable tite after 
his promotion, if the m,litary officers and fol- 
diers had not been in continual apprehenfions 
of being ftripped by his fuccefior, (in virtue 
of the right of refumption or redemption) of 
thole lands which the ambition of their matter 





k Nanmpropriz tclluris herut ..**.. wage illum, 

Nec me, nec gqueinquam (flatul.: .os. xpulit ule; 
Illum aut nequities, au vafri inicitia j iris, 
Poitremum expellet certe vivacior hares. 

Ffor. Lis 2. Sak 2. 

———Grave & immutat ile faré., 

Pondus ideit verbis, & voce fata f-*quuntur. Fire. 

m le 1. CG. Ne fifeus evincat ¢ ua vendidit, 

n Now contra Religiones fier qind Numinw ı fimulacts 
venditionibus hortorum & dom tún: accedant. Zac. An- 
nal. i T- 

a Aliam apud Scipiones, aliam-: : pud Fabr.c.os p@eyni- 
>n fed cunéta ad RempubliA n roofers. 7d sAnn. l. Z- 
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had eng2ged him to grant and pvt into thein 
pofichian 

9. Princes had likewife the vanity to ima- 
gine, that univerfal pro ,cirty was an attribute 
of their Empire ; and thiac-tney pofiefied them- 
felves by a right of fovereignty, whatever 
their fubjeéts poffefied by a right of property +. 

10. Ihe Emperors reckoned Ę:` vaftly for 
their glory, to be obfervant of the laws of the 
State, and fubmit to them as well as private 
citizens . 

rr. And laftly, the privilege of redeeming 
and recovering eftates-setici.cd the price and 
vatue of purch»fes. 

Such were the motives of tle Romans foi 
their regulations: but the Frenp:. are able to 
produce rhuch ftronger reafons in favour of 
their own. 

1. It is God, and the natural right of birth, 
which put the Kings of France upon the 
throne f, and not the uncertain chance of ele- 
€tion, ner the voices of foldiers ever ready to 
be given to the higheft bidder. 

2. There muft ever be a fixed and certain 
fund in a State for its f{upport in all exigencie : 
and- on this its fecuriry and tranquillity chiefly 
dt pend 














P Appian, l. of the Ciwil Wars. 

a xfar cunéta pofidet imperio, finguli deminio. Sez. 

r Quanquam le^ ‘bus folusi fumus, attamen i2gibus vivi- 
mus. Nihil tam ımpþerii . oroprium quam leg bus vivere: 
digna vox eft maji tate Rş:tnantis, legibus obligatum Prin- 
cipam æ p oftete; & reva majus imperio eft {ubmittere 
łegibus Pris Gipatum. 1. J- de Legibus, Z. 3. C. de 
Teir 

í M. T. RQrety Du Ti. ‘et. 

t: Nec quies guhtiuni fine „armis, nec arma fine ftipen 
diis, nec ftipeaaim fins ribu'cia haberi gucunt. Zac. HAt. 
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2- Ih France the greedinefs of Ceurtiers is 
bounded and reftrained by the moderation and 
p udence of the Prince ; whereas under a ** Ne- 
ro, Caligula, and Galba, it drained and ex- 
haufted all the fources of the Revenue». 

4. The redeeming or re-purchafing of De- 
mef{ne-lands does no injury to private perfons: 
the baw is publickly known, and people pur- 
chafe on that very condition. 

5. Fhis re-purchafing is of very great ad- 
vantage to the King, being a ver? {fure re- 
fource againft the neceffity of the alienation. 

6. Private men often infert this condition 

in the bargains of faksgnd contracts shat they 
make: and in the Parliament of Touloufe it 
Is a receiyed wile in the judgment of caufes, 
that the rm of redeeming’ or re-purchafing, 
thus referved is imperfcribable ; whereas in 
countries governed not by the written law, but 
by theic particular cuftoms, it is prefcribed 
again{t by a poneffion of thirty years ~“ 
9. The lands of the, Demefne confit gene- 
rally in Duchies and other appanages diftin- 
guifhed by pompous titles, which were utter- 
ly unknown to the Roman Empire ~. 

8. If in France they have received or intro- 
duced the right of primogeniture, and that of 
redeeming, or re-purchaféng ef ates by the Lord 
of the fief, and by the nexe me l heir, in or- 
der to the keeping up and confe vation of fa- 
milies, why fhould they not likewife keep up 






























™* Ihe Licenfer firuck out thi è three names, and inferted 
in their ftead thefe words, cert ‘n Empesprs. 
u Tacitus, Suctonius, Dio. 
v Olive, in his Arrets. Lor» 
w Chopin, in his Treatife of the: Demefue. 
C 4 and 
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and obferve the perpetual right of redemption 
in order to the fupport and con‘ervation of 
the Crown, under the grandeur whefeof al 
the families of the Kingdon: enjoy their quiet 
and find a proteétion * ? 

9. The Emperors exprefsly prohibited the 
fale of their palaces, in what places or pro- 
vinces foever they were fituated The Kings 
of France have frequently drav-n “from theirs 
very confiderable fuccours in the neceffity of 
their affairs. 

This perpetual and univerfal right of re- 
demption hath alfo fome kind of refemblance 
and affinity with the fintieth year of the Jews, 
winch was the'r F Deia z that is, a genera! 
reverfion of all eftates and ląncs te their ori- 
ginai and firft diftribution. 

** [Very good reafons however may be brought 
to prove, that the King of France may alienate 
tndefea/ably. 

1. Ze alienations that were formerly made of 
the Duchies of Guienne and Normandy, and of 
the County of Flanders, Jfkew it clearly 3 for tho? 
tbe .Lords of thofe fire Provinces held of the 
Crown, they yet were Sovereigns as much as the 
Electors of the Empire -. 

2x Al the noble fiefs and igneble tenures in 
the Kingdom, Zp nw éithe. mediat'ly or immedi- 


























x Nu Moulin, Coutum. de Paris, tit. de Siefs3 Grimau- 
det 4% Retrait lig». oger. 

Y Sleidan, du Btax. 

= Levit. xxv: 1Q 

2 Popwit’s liber eft, etiam, 1 foedere comprehenfum eft ut 
alterius populi majeltatenr. confervet ; hoc enim adjicitur 
ut intellixatu non efie lfberim. L. 7. §. 1. f- de Capti- 
vis. Cbhopir du Domaine. 
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ately on the King 3 fo that this dependance allows 
Bim to aliena e them”. 

3. Chopin apa ell the Frenchelawyers are o 
opinion, that the King rnay alienate indefeafably 
by exchange. 

4. The fafety and good of the people ought to 
be the fovereign law. 

5. Pistto Ze $s, that great Kings ought in fome 
places to,cov*imand and over-rule the laws.] 

















c H A P. MII. 
Qf the Reat Taille or Talliage incident to 
Lands. 


H JI, real Taille was levied upon gll 
th.-fubjects of the Roman Empire, and 
certainly produced an immenfe revenue; for 
in the reign of Trajan the Empire was fo 
widely extended, that its boundaries were Scot.- 
land, the Rhine, the Lefer Poland, the Caf- 
pian Sea, the Tigris, the Perfian Gulph, tke 
e of Africa, and the Pillars of Her- 
cules *. 

The weal T:ille confifted z Jn the tenth af 
all the arable linds whiah were uftd to lie fal- 
Jow or untilled’®. 2. In a-quit or annual rent 
payable for fuch as were ufed tg be tille 
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Du Moulin, Cautxme de Par.zss. 

Salus populi fuprema lex efto. 

Dio, Tacitus, Apptar. 

Appian; Bell. civiti. i. 1. C. 20: 

Servius Tullius, the faxth King if the Ro Auns, speaks 
th. s in Dic vfus of Halicarnagus. U- tribu, qux in æra- 
>IUIR 


AgHA g 


25 





Oy ¢ 
GEA SIA 
i> / y VEN) 

fi z i J ° į 
Ica a AROE FEN 
2 | Ps) 
\ a>) oe" A $ hj 
Nee, 
venr of 7 


and this rent or duty was of two kinds, be- 
caufe when they farmed out any of the lands 
which were actually laboured, they reteived 
and took all the profits «nd itmome thereof, 
as proprietors do of tneir eftites; and the 
great lawyer Paulus calls thefe eri veétigales * 

‘The Romans, when they had conquered a 
country, tometimes foid the :i..habitants their 
own lands: and in fuch cafe che, received at 
firft the price of thofe lands, and then laid 
upon them an annual quit-rent, which was ge- 
nerilly the tenth cy eighth part of the yearly 
valuc ef the eitate. They ftiled thefe lands, 
like thofe of the former kind, Agri ve€tigales 
feu Emphiteutiearii e. 

3. The real Taille confifted .n the §fth part 
of the produce or profits of all iıċrfs of fruit- 
trees, or according to others, in the eighth 
part of the faid revenue f. Cicero iñ his Ora- 
tion againft Verres fays, that the Sicilians paid 
only the tenth of their wine and oil, which 
fhews plainly that this impoft was not uniform 
in all places alike. 

4. The fhepherds and herdímen, as well of 
large as of {mall cattle, paid a certain duty for 
each kind of their flocks and herds to the pub- 
lic “farmer, that they might hav2 the liberty of 














rium conferrmntir, ob quz pauperes gr vantur, coguntur- 
que foenore pec'inias {imere, levius impofterum feratis, vo- 
lo .oranium bon cenferi, & unumquemque pro cenfu fa- 
ultatum fuarum Gonferre,*ut in cptimé inftitutis civitatihus 

nt. Juftum autem’ & Reipublica utile exiftimo, ut qui 
multa pofiident. multa c¢épferant; qui vero tenuibus funt 
facu'tatibus, r«uca. 

a Ee qo Or. 2. 4 1. f Sit ager vectigalis. 

¢ lbid. 

d «Thbpran. Bell. Cilh 1. 1. C. 2. 
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leading them to paitture. This duty, accord- 
ing tQ Feftus, was called Scriptura; and the 
Heid in which they grazed was called Scriptu- 
rarius ager. Ùt is what the French now call 
Paiffons tS Parage. 

5. No lands whatever were exempt from 
this real Taille» The Emperor Dioclefian. 
laughs at a tnilofopher, who petitioned him 
for the favour of fuch an exemption; fo that 
no condition or age, no tendernefs or favour 
of children, nor any tonfideration of fex ex- 
ewed any body from thefé burdens or duties 
incident to lands. “they even evicted the Im- 
perial families, and the Churches themfelves, 
out of lands which they legally enjoyed and 
hed fairry putchafed, if they did not pay the 
Taille . 1 here is an exprefs decifion of the 
Empcror "eo to this purpofe. Gratian, Va- 
lentinian, and Arcadius revoke all immunities 
in this cafe which had been formerly granted s 
and ftrictly forbid the procuring, and even the 
pretending to any for the future, under pain 
of being burnt . 

What is {till more remarkable is, that the 
very lands of the Emperor himfelf were fub- 
ject to this tax . | 

The tands cf the Chnusehes te 2 paid this Tal- 
liage 3 as the Emperors ‘Thecdomus and Va- 
lentinian fignify to Taurus, the Pr zfeéius Pre- 
Oriz ' 





€ L. 2. C. De muncrib. patrim. 

H L. 8. C. De exactor. 

i L. 11. C. De immenit. neraini conced. 

k j l ie Faa ris ss i. rO. : 

l k 2. Cot Ji De guibús miner. nemini liceat fe ex- 
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The exemptions which were obtained» by 
any to excufe them from paying it, were 
deemed null, and ftood iiem ir no ftead m 

If any perfon did not pay the Taille, they 
proceeded to fell the ground or which it was 
laid ; and if the demor had only a part of a 
clofe, tk- officers or the Impe. al Exchequer 
fold it all entire; putting afterwards the price 
of the part which belor; czd to the debtor into 
the Emperor’s coffers, and reftoring the over- 
plus ro the other psoprietcr, according to the 
Crdinance of Alexander Severus, which was 
afterwards enaéted into a lawe by Conftantine . 
The real Talliages were liable to no prefcrip- 
tion, and the lands were fold it }e Taille laid 
on them was not paid °. 

The Emperor or his particular Exchequer 
was paid and ranked for the arrears-ihat were 
owing, preferably to all other creditors: and 
this was the order and method obferved in that 
refpect. The Exchequer fell in the firft place 
upon the principal debtor or his fecurity, and 
in the fecond place (on fuppofition of their in- 
folvency) upon the third Detainer, as the Ci- 
vil Law ftiled a perfon who had in his hands 
any effccts of debtors which had been before 
eligaged to “uiccher?e: for, acc ordinge to the 
great Civiliin Paulus, the Exehequer could 
bring an action again{t the debtor of a perfon 
that was indevutéed to the Prince, who on thet 
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of the ROMANS. 


atcorint had acquired a tacit kind of mortgage 
upon all his effects: but eould not conftrain 
eithér the debtae’s debtor or the third detainer, 
till after having diftreined upon and fold the 
effects of the principal in the obligation 3. 
Godefroy hath‘very well-obferved, that in this 
refpect the Exchequer had lefs favour fhewed 
it than psivatt ereditors -. 

In fhort, the obligation in folidum, (by 
which, as in a common bond, each fingle per- 
fon is obliged to pay the whole debt for all 
the parties) was prohibited in point of the 
Taille: and the Emperor Zeno fays, it clafhes 
both with the Ciyi1l Law and with natural 
equity, that one man fhauld be profecuted for 
the debts of aywother’. The reafon of this is 
plain enous#t; becaufe the real Taille is an- 
nexed to the thing, is incident to the land, 
Ahd is pr. portioned to the quality and quantity 
thereof; but the cafe is not the fame with re- 
gard to the perfonal Taille, where it is very 
poffible for fraud to intervene, either by fome 
miftake of the charge in the rolls of aflefi- 
ment, or through the fault of the affeflofs, 
or elfe on the part of the collectors, who may 
be either negligent or infolvent ; and in this 
cafe it is always fuppofed that there is a fru- 
dulent combination among alf trae perions fub- 
ject to the Taille, which of courfe niers a per- 
fonal fraud, and obligeth them al and eyery 
one to make good the lofs and damages. 















1 L. ag. ff. De jare filci: 

® Sup. Leg. De conv. filci dekit. 

{ L. un Cod. Ut nullus vicaneus pro alienis vicaneo- 
ram debitis fweatur. 
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The Emperor Theodofius granted the 
Church of Theffalonica an exemption from 
the Taille, with a prohibition of extending it 
to any other lands under their:name'. Itis 
very probable that this was after he had put 
to the fword feven thoufand of the inhabitants 
of that city, for havingg trurted amd kK:lled 
one of his Lieutenant-generals in he tumult. 

There were fome Provinces and “Towns, 
in which a cempofition was made for the 
Taille ~. 

Thefe Tailles were impofed by officets, 
called Cenfitores, Peræquatsres, Injpećtores : they 
were properly fpeakirg affefiors. IT hey wrote 
down in the Tax-roll or Terrie- the names af 
the- proprietor and tenant of the. territory or 
diftrict, the butts and boundaries of the land, 
the number of acres, and the quality thereof , 
they fpecified whether they were arable lands, 
or vineyards, olive-plantations, meadows, fo- 
re{ts, copfes, falt-works, ponds, ports, €@c. » 
But the proprietors were obliged to declare and 
give an account of all thefe particulars, as is 
practifed ro this day in France in furveys and 
the writings between the landiord and tenant, 
and to pay the Taille at the office of the Re- 
ceiver for the aj.cexét where the ‘ands were fi- 
tuated ”. 

Thele officers were empowered to make al- 
low:iices and abatements, when the lands were 
damaged or leff@ned in their value *. They 
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of the ROMANS. 
were likewife authorifed to difpofe ôf lands 


that were wafte, defart, untilled and unoccu- 
Ried, to whom they thought fit, and to make 
their affeffment in fuch a manner, that the bar- 
ren lands fhou.d be made up or compenfated 
by the fruitful ground, the ftrong carrying the 
weal er”, 

If it happened that the proprietors or occu- 
piers of lands had cut down their vines, and 
impoverifhed their grounds, in order to obtain 
an aBatement of the tax, they were punifhed z. 
The Emperors Gratian, Valentinian, and The- 
odofius provided againft this practice, and 
gave orders about it to Eutropius the Prefeénrs 
Pretoriz. | 

If thefe 2fMeffors, out of favour to any far- 
mers, ceased them in their tax, the goods of 
fhe prypretors were confifcated, and they um- 
derwen“. the penalty of paying four times the 
value of the fum taken off the land ; and if 
thev laid the taxes too high, they were con- 
demned to reftore fourfold This is the pe- 
nalty ordered by Arcadius and Honorius. 

The poffeffors of eftates that were over- 
charged had the liberty of complaining with- 
in a year, in order to be relieved °: sninors 
who had nobody to defend their caufe, and 
perfons employed for the fervice of the State, 
had time allowed them till they could act for 
themfelves; but in the mean while they were 
to pay by provifion the rate which had been 
affeffed on their cftates. “The E.mperor Con- 
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Of the REVENUES 


{tantine, in conféderation of the payment of 
their ordinary Taille, difcharged them purely 
and fimply of what they had been over-rated, 
in order to eafe the tich =. 

Such as were concerned in the collecting 
and receiving of this tax, if they kept the mo- 
ney arifing thence in thei honds, or divwerfted 
it to any other purpois, were, icbjećt ta the 
penalty of paying four times its value, and 
were rendered incapable of that employment 
for the future 4. Hiufbandmen however were 
not allowed the liberty of removing from the 
Parifh or Colleétion in which their abode was 
fituated, without the Emperor’s licenfe*; and 
when they got his permiffion,to do fo, the 
lands that they held in the diftrié which they 
had quitted, were incorporated into ihe public 
Demefne ; the relations which they had vp» 
the place having no right to fucceed tö ‘hem £ 
This ig the decifion of the Emperor Diocle- 
fian. 

If the officers of the Exchequer fold an 
eftate for the quit-rent’s being in arrears, or if 
it was difpofed of and adjudged to any body 
out of favour, a third perfon was admitted to 
demand an adjudication of it to himfelf, upon 
his paying the true and full value of the land 
at the Receiver’s office <. 

It muit be obferved, that thefe Ievies and 
affegy[ments were fettled and laid every year, 
and were called lndiftiones * : but Theodofius 
fo. 1. Cod. eed. 

L: 8. Cap. De jure filci. 

L. 12. C. De tufceproribus. 

ew ke C. De jure filci. 

i. 3: C: id.: 
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the.Great, as Cedrenus relates, or Corfftantine, 
according to Onuphrius, ordered them only to 
be made once in every fifteen years. 

Thefe indictions or affeffments were charged 
only upon lands, and never upon porfons 5 
and nobody ce@uld be charged with them 
higher than in proporjon to the Mount and 
value of the efate he poft fed. 

The Emperors Honorius and Arcadius de- 
clare, as hath been already obferved, that it 
is am. ordinary charge, and that nobody could 
be exempted from it, whatever privilege he 
had to “Sledge or produce “. 

This real Taille was fometimes increafed 
and raifed to an higher rate than ufual; and 
this additiomaal charge was called Superinradi- 
tum '. Jt was paid like the ordinary Tailles, 
pr tdci lz was ordained and fettled by the 
Empero’, without which the people of the 
Provinces were not obliged to it. 

It was ftriétly forbidden to exact more of 
fuch as were fubjecét to this tax, than was 
charged upon them or came to their fhare, on 
pain of reftitution of double the fum wrong* 
fully exaéted to the fufferers : this was the pe- 
nalty for the firft offence, but in cafe of a fe- 
cond, the punifhment was capital »—. Before 
this Ordinance of Arcadius and Hionorius, the 
Emperors Conftantine II. and Julian the Avo- 
ftate had condemned the exadtors to reftofe 
four-fold ”. 

i Indiétiones non perfonis, fed rebus indici folent. Dz- 
tl EF Maxim. L 3. De Ann. & Tributis. 

k L. ı1ı. C. De indiétionibus. 

l! L- uz: Cw De fuperindicto. 
m L. un. C. De fuperexaction. 
a L. 8. C. De ecxaćłt. muner. 
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Of the REVENUES 


The Emperor Leo V. afterwards by his 
Gxth Ordinance regulates the penalties incurred 
by fuch as exacted nore than they ought. For 
the firft ime he condemned them to double 
the frum exacted ; for the fecond, offence to pay 
four tiss 1t3 value ; and for the third, to the 
gorfeirore «a half theme" ana eftate. 

This J ai'le upon lands was not laid equally 
in ail the Provinces s Italy was not charged 
fo high as the refi, as may be {feen in Sigonius. 
Ulpian and Caius auote feveral examples, which 
evidently fhew that the Emperors had grati- 
fied fevera] Province: with the fame privileges 
as Italy enjoyed It is hkewife out of all 
queftion, that the ten Provinces which Au- 
puftus left to the People of Rome, atcording 
to Suetomus and Dio Cafius, were much more 
heavily rated than the eleven which kerefe «eg 
to his own immediate infpection and -4Amuni- 
ftration ; fiance Tacitus in his Annals, to ex- 
preis how Tiberius Cæfar had eafed Achaia, 
fays, that he freed it from the load of the Pro- 
confular government*. Now the Provinces 
aligned to the People were called Zributarie 
and Proconfulares 5 and thofe kept in the Em- 
peror’s-hands were diftinguifhed by the name 
of Stipendiarig : thefe- laft were governed by 
Prefidents of the E:mperor’s appointment, and 
the others by Procontfuls. 

ithe Taille -was not paid in all places in 
she fame fpecies of money : there were fome 
lands that paid it in gold, others ufually in 




















° 126. De jure Italie & Provinciarum. 

P L 1 & 8. FF De Cem 

a Achaiam Proconfulari imperio levavit. 

© L. 1. C. De argenti pretio quod. thefauris infertur. 
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filer, and fome in brafs. The Emperors Ar- 
c? dius and Hionorius, by a Law of the Code, 
give leave for the receiving it in gbld frem 
Juch as were taxed to make their payments in 
filver, provided they paid five duca of gold 
for every pound of filver. 

This Taille incident to lands was ordinarily 
paid at ehree erms, ùz on the irft of Sep- 
tember, the frit of January, ang the ftrít of 
May ^. This cuftom was particularly efta- 
blifhed by a Declaration of the Emperor A- 
na{tafius, in which he leaves the Armenians 
their choice of: paying either in this manner, 
or in the way they had ufwally done, that is 
to fay, at two h:lf-yearly payments‘. The 
‘Lheodottan C, prei{cribes the very fame re- 
eulation 3; «a: «rom thence it comes, that the 
acenntmces wnich the Receivers of the Taille 
ufeéa to g ve to the poffeffors or occupiers of 
eftates, were ftiled Quadrimeftres breves , be- 
caufe they were given for a four months affefi- 
ment. ‘Phere is likewift a paflage to be feen 
in Caffiodorus, which confirms this ufaze, and 
entirely removes all the difficulties that might 
otherwife be railed on the fubject. It is an 
Imperial regulation directed to zn officer eme 
ployed in colicéting and receiving: tHe real 
daile, aid enjoining him to make all perfons 
pay it regularly at three terms, without aliow- 
ing them any farther delay ". INo rctrofpeGion 

Wis 








L. % C- De militari velte. 

C. De Annor. & Tributis. 

L: 15, 16. Tit. æd. L. ts 2. C. De Apochis: 
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was allowed beyend the three laft years; fo 
that whoever produced acquittances for thofe 
ysirs could not be profecuted, or have any 
eoma mace upon him on pretence of arrears 
antecede iet to that time ~. 

Lise ilver or gold that was levied, was put 
mito the sands ot the Receivers, who are 
itiled fome: mes Sufcepjores, ana Sometimes Ex- 
actores Or z’erfeeutores ærarii. Tie law did 
not allow them to offer an exception zon nurme- 
rate pecunie@, or to plead that they had not 
received the money, when the iand-holders 
produced their acauittarres. 

There were generally two Receivers 11 eve 
ry diftrict or coll?étic.i; which the Romans 
called Mletrocomia `. 

he acquittances which the Receivers gave, 
were pafied before public Notaries, whe are 
{tiled Chartularii ; and they contained tire aay 
of payment, the name of the perfon sharged 
to the Taille, the month, the year, and the 
caufe or reaton of thé payment, whith is pro- 
perly {peaking a lzbelled or declarative acquit- 
tance’. ‘“IThefe Receivers had fome inferior 
oihcers depending upon them 3; as Cafhiers, 
who are ftiled drcarii; Comptrollers, who 
were culled Zabulariz ; and Clerks to Craw up 
and diffpatch the acquittances, who went like- 
wile by the name ot Chirtulari?. 


AcE AW fraudis ambrum cognofcitur exquifita. Nam qui de 
hujutmodi onere fubtevare dicunt, aliud majus pondus abo- 
minabilis a '»dinationis imponunt. Z. 11.¢. 7. 

"L. 3. C. De Apochis. 

* L. 4. C. De exactoribus & fufceptoribus. 


yY L: 1. C. Non luere habitat. Metrocomiz. L. 8. De 
exaćtoribus, &c. 
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As foon as they had received either, gold or 
falver, they were obliged to feng] it fynlnecdiaer- 
ly to the General Office of Receipt ot’the Pro 
vince. The Emperors Honorius and Theos 
dofius enjoined the fame thing {till m©Ore ex- 
pretsly -. 

Belidee thefe Receivzgs, there wes fent eve- 
ry year intp each Prov'nce.e€ #he limpire, 
an officer of the Imperial Houfhold, called 
Canonicarius, to ufe compubMory ways of pay- 
ment, if afiy body were in arrears. A month 
after the term “vs expired, an officer ftiled 
Compujor was {fent to force the inhabitants to 
pay > and had authority to diftiein upon fuch 
as were gwilebted for paft afrears, to condemn 
them to fines or amerciaments, and to levy 
upon them the fees due to him fpr his time in 
ME. ,surnev, as well as his travelling charges +>. 
But this suftom was abolifhed by the Fmpe-. 
ror Juftinian 5. 
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Of various other real Charges, whith fhe 
Romans ltaidtupon Lands. 


| Efides the impofition of the Taille, ghe 
proprietors or occupiers œf lands were 
im: = . ° . 
obliged to furnifh every year a at gtr 
e 


sy of corn for the magazines, militery 





a L. 7. C. eod. L. un. C. De ærarii publici perfeq. 
L. un. D” officio Comitis facrarum largit. 
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men, ard the ftore-houfes*. This impoft or 
duty wa. termed Annona Militaris and thete 
kinds of contributions and levies of corn were 
an O-dina: y charge, from which nobody had 
a privih‘ge of exemption. 

Such as lived neareft to the: magsazines on 
the frontier orto the ftdabir swre-houfes, were 
obliged to carry them thither >. ‘TJ hele ftore- 
houtes were calitd Mianfiones. ‘They were not 
to be made but ar convenient and {mall dı- 
itances from one another; and whenever they 
could make them more conveniently by water 
than by land, eit iù. upon ñe fea or upon ri- 
vers, they werz oLliged to take that method, 
on pain of a capita: punifhment to be. inflicted 
upon fuch as infringed this Ordinanee «<. 
Neither the lands of the Minifters or Coun- 
ieilors of State, nor thofe of the military, wet, 
nor even thofe of the Emiperor himfelf, were 
exempted from thefe impofitions of corn, 
which were made as beft fuited to the conve- 
nience of places * fo that fuch as could not 
make their payments in money, were fome- 
times admitted to pay in provifions’; and 
from thence were {tiled Tranflatti: as in like 
manner thofe that could not pay in provifions, 
were allowed to pay i111 money, and for that 
reafon were called dder1ti. 

Zhe Clerks or officers that received thefe 
contributions of corn were called Opinatores ‘. 








C. De Arnvuwon. L. g & 7. C. end. 
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THere were“likewife fome ©fficers aj pointed 
far the keeping of this corn, called Ai ?uariz. 








There was no houfe whatever exempt frem 
carriage and making ammunition-bread : ine 
‘Emperors Arcadius and Honorius r€sufe ‘fuch 
an exemptipgn to the very lands of thir own 
Demefne’ This corn and bread were put in- 
to granafi® and magazges, from whence they 
made every year a diftributzan thereof ymong 
the foldiers. 

The %smans likewif laid other impofitions 
of becton, mutton, vinegar and wines the dif- 
tribution whereof was by e Emperer Con- 
{tantius ordered to be made .n this manner». 
They gave the military mer for two days one 
after the ‘other a certain duantity of bifcuir, 
called Panis buccellatus , and on the third day 
a proportion of ordinary brea¢ cone day they 
diffributec wine, and the next vinegar; one 
day bacon, and the two days following mut- 
ton. 

They frrpofed in like’"manner a quantity of 
hay upon the poffeffors of Jands; but thofe 
who were fubjeét to this contribution were 
not obliged to carry it to the camp’. 

The keepers of the magazines and {ftores 
were termed _Zéfuariiz, becaufe they were obli- 
ged to keep a regifter of all the various kinds 
of provifions > and were, within thirty days 
after they were brought into the ftores, to tle- 
liver an exaét account thereof fpecifying the 
quantity of corn, and the rations of brea, and 
Of all the feveral kinds of provifidors.that were 
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h L. 1. C. De erogatione militaris Annonæ. 
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in the fhagazines*. “Thefe Rol’ or lifts of 
provificis were called Pittacia. 

They turnifhed alfo ftraw to the foldiers ; 
and they were not bound to go and fetch it at 
a greater usftance than a mile’. 

In tavour alfo of the militar- men, a mo- 
derate rate was fet upon the provihors proper 
for them, always fomething, wider. Az current 
prices and called Stelatura ». 

Ihe landed men ın the Provinces were like- 
wife bound to furnifh cloaths to the f9ldiers, 
which were to be delivered in the winter 
quarter. viz. fror- the firft of September to 
the firft of April; .mat is to fay, before the be- 
sinning, of th: ~impetegn". This kind of 
impofition was es,ulated in fuch a manner, 
thac twenty he<ds pt families or twenty ploughs 
furnifhed a fuit of cloaths. There was how- 
ewr a variation in this rule, accordMg to the 
dih*srence Provinces. 

If there were any overplus or remainders of 
thefe provifions and cioaths, the off rs of the 
mag-zines fold them at the current rate of the 
market, and not upon the foot of the original 
~frice and value at the time they were laid in, 
beccaufe, fometimes the purchafe thereof had 
Been very moderate. Thefe remains of mu- 
nions were called Species refiftentes, EF annone 
CVACAHLES ©. 

If they thought it would be more conveni- 
emt, ~ither for vhe foldiery or the inhabitants, 
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to convert tac cloathing, provifions, ar d other 
mu-itions irio money, it was done acc >ording- 
lyr. Thes*practice of this converfion was 
called Adgzrare. In confideration of tefe con- 
tributions, {trict orders were given to all the 
officers and foldiers of the armies, -forbidding 
them to  %ett,#injure, or abufe the inhabi- 
tants, tO mana rmoney or relief of them in 
their march¢es ar palling fiara one place to an- 
other, or to compel them to furnifh them ei- 
ther wizhrwood ftor firing, with mattreffes for 
their bedding, with oil and nice fort of meats 
for their eating, or with y other kind of 
perquifites and gratifications 

Befides thefe burdens th sahsebitants of the 
Provinces were fubjeét to th= ua: tering of the 
foldiers', and were obliged to :srnifh them 
with houfes to lodge in, witch were called 
iMetata, as the harbingers that diftributed ə id 
marked them our, were ftiled Méeratores 

There were however feveral kinds of per- 
fons that were exempt "from this charge of 
quartering foldiers; as the Phyficians of ’.ome, 
the great Artifts, Painters, and other , people 
diftinguifhed by their talents and endowrnents £. 

In order to be excufed and difchargei from 
this lodging of foldiers, they paid certain taxes 
called Epidemetica, as Alciatus interprets the 
word 
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Thef quarters, accommodatiors, and mu- 

nitions f various kinds were giv n not only 
to the .oldiery, but likewife to e Officers 
that were fent by the Emperors into the Pros 
vinces 3 vhich coft always a great dem of 
money, more efpecially in the ca“ af the Pro- 
confuls. Cicero, on this accouni, s` ges it in 
the way of reproach t» Pio, that 1.13 journey 
into Macectsnia b>’ + soft the inhabitants of the 
places through which he paffed above two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand pounds: and Civilis 
made ufe of this pretext to incenfe the Hol- 
landers, and engz + them tə make an infur- 
rection againft th: Romais ". 
Moreover, fe--e.a! towns were obliged to 
provide and m-.in'ain public horfes and cha- 
riots, which were made ufe of by the Magi- 
{ftriates, and by Governors of Provinces and 
plates, when they went to take pofieffion of 
their polits, or returned from thence v. “The 
Emperor alfo with his equipage and retinue 
made. ufe of them on occafion : and there was 
no hout?, not even of the Emperor himfelf, 
ner of he Church, that had any privilege of 
oxemptron in this refpect *. But nobody tra- 
velled n this manner without a {pecial order 
from tae Emperor, called Zraétatoria ». 

There were alfa fome Provinces, that were 
sarticularly ordered to turnifh a certain quan- 
tity f horfes: this was the cafe of the Pro- 
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vince of Guagiderland, which made i break 
ont. nto a ~yolt *. 

Ths pcuple of Frizeland were ob iged to 
firnifh hides or leather. ‘Chis impa t, which 
was not very confiderable, was laid ipon them 
by Drufus 

The H anders mairtained a certain num- 
ber of troops, and fupphied alfo a quantiry of 
arms >. N 

There was likewife a contribution of mo- 
ney faid upon the oceupiers of lands for the 
proyiding of: carriages, which was paid in 
gold, and not in filver: E+ the farmers or 
tenants of the Emperos and o* the Roman Se- 
nators were exémpted from. it by the Declara- 
tion of the £mperors Cor. tari ie ånd Con- 
{tans‘. This duty went by ‘he name of Au- 
rum Temoxiacum or Lyronicum, as the learned 
Cuyjacius obferves. 

‘There was alfo an impofition either c. mo- 
ney or of days-works for the building of pub- 
lic edifices ; from which all the Senators7' Or- 
der were exempted *. A great man other 
perfons had got themfelves difcharged om i5, 
but all their privileges of exemption vere pe- 
voked by Conftantine the Second. 

‘ihe S winescin Arcadius and Hono.iuss ex- 
plain themfelves in the following mamme up- 
on this fubject$ in a refcript direéted to the 
Governors and Magiftrates of the Prov’. ices. 
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a Tributum iis Drufus modicum jufferai To anguftia re- 
rum, uf ir ‘ifus militares coria boum penderent. Tacit. 
lanal. |. 4. 


b Batavi viro tantum & arma muniftrant. : 
€ L. 4. G. De “enitatibus. 
l J, 7. G: eod- La *. C- De operibu~ publicis. 
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We dec are that the Confuls, tihe,Wagifirates, 
and the inhabitants of cities and toz ~- are Wuna 
to eres? ew walls, or to fortify the old tes: 3 
and that s fum which the charges of the tw rks 
may amoun to, [hall be levied upon the lands of 
private prouprictors, according to = number of 
acres, regard being however ted to ag fertility 
and barrenne/s of the ands, andewoe ftrong help- 
ine to bear lhe wis. This im pof was called 
Adfcription, and extended no farther -than the 
territory of the town, where they were making, 
thefe pabl’c works. 

Betore the reigr fof the Fsnperor Zeno, the 
Governors ufel « male .an account of this 
money to be ‘iv :n is to themfe?ves, and took 
a filiqua it. a tus, near ten per Gent. for their 
pains in this refpftt : but that Prince exprefsly 
torbad them to take this perquifite, and or- 
dered that for the future the Receivers fhould 
país Their accounts before the Magiftrates at 
the Town-houte f. 

The ĮISmperor Valentinian, feeing that the 
Govern ors exacted days-works from people 
more t an were due by law, gave orders to 
hir Lic itenant-general to oppofe and put a 
{top te the practice. It was chiefly the Go- 
vernors of ftrong plac7vs that tormented the 
COuirtry-peopie exceedingly in this refpeét ~. 

Befides thefe duties, the Empetrors laid par- 
tics !a~ impofitiqns upon the moft fertile Pro- 
vinces y1s on Egypt, Sicily, and Africa) of a 
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great quantı y of corn for fupplying ihe gra- 
narijs and f prehoufes cf Rome, Conf antino- 
ple, and en of Alexandria; part acc which 
was diftributed grazis to the commen people, 
elpe tally at Rome. Thefe contr butions of 


corn were ‘tuted Munone Civiles, becaufe they 
were defi, and applied to the fubfiftence of 
the citizes: 

Aurelius Viétor fays, Write _Auasafius drew 
out ot Egypt above three :hiltions ix hundred 
thoufan<e: bafhels of corn, and Hegefippus re- 
lates, that this country alone fupplied viétuals 
far all the people of Rome a third part of 
the year. St. Jerorrge writes, that Prolomy 
Philadelphus reifed evely yearup on that king- 
döm fifttéen millions of buff A of cema". The 
chief employment of the Cəversnor of that 
Province confifted in taking care to levy thefe 
contributicns of corn, and to fend them co 
Rome, or to Conftantinople, after the f uc of, 
the Empire was transferred thither. ‘The o- 
ther Provinces of Africa contributed double 
to what Egypt did 3; which amounted tc above 
{even millions fix hundred and fifty tk sufand 
bufhels'. Jofephus reprefents Agrippa 1s fay- 
ing, that Africa fupplied the people of Rome 
with food for nine months in the year. 

There were fome crews af marindss and 
of feamen appointed to carry this corn to. 
Rome ©. “They were punifhed capitally + 
they did not keep the utual courfe ; the T «dees 
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t Aurel. Vitor. 
m L: 7. G. Det ~1eulasiis. 
2 AE 











LE: 
= 
Of the REVENUI S 
oe 


and M .giftrates of places, if they did not take 
care tc make them fet out in’ proper ime 
and pl.ce, were punifhed with cent Iç- 
tion of che ir goods and cftates ; and the ma- 
{ters of tk > fhips were banifhed ». They were 
forbidden n the ftriéteft manne fo trade with 
this corn. 

No veffels under twemy tur t sid be ex- 
empted or excuf@1 on any account whatever 
trom ferving as trai.fports to carry this corn °. 

The Emperors .1‘cadius and Henorius for- 
bid, wider pain cf deaih, the loading of thete 
fhips wit any cther gcods, merchandift, or 
commodities whatfoever 

If the fhip. ron agr ‘und or fgranded on any 
coaftt, th: nhebi ants of the country were 
obliged ro 1#d¢dge che corn in the public ftore- 
houtes, till the firft opportunity that offered 
of fending it away. If they were vrrecked, a 
partfaalar account was drawn up of the fhip- 
wreck, and after a due inquifition into the 
matter according to the forras of Taw, was 
autheén-icated by the Judge, and certified with- 
in the year’. After the expiration of that 
term, was no longer receivable, and they 
were © oliged to make good and pay the lots: 
if the :ccident happened through the fault of 
the officers of the fhip, the goods of the com- 
pany and body of the feamen were antwerable 
tor rhe damage fuftained ' 
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whe Emperor ‘Theodofius calls th's tranf- 
nari of corr by the name Of Felix Embola'. 

Win ius corn was lodged in. thy maga- 
aines of Rome, they valued it at;ı moderate 
prics for the purchafe of {fuch as «id not re- 
ceive any greafés. Afconius Pedianus fays, that 
Clodius, srt: he was Tribune of the People, 
in nh togan ther favour on his fide againft 
Cicero his enemy, ordered 1! the quantity of 
corn that had been thus Furguined for, to be 
delivered to the purchafe $s‘ vithout payment. 











CHAE IV- 
Of the Perfonal Taille, or «?al-Tax. 


MONG the Romans there was a cz> 
{tinction made of two kinds of 7 ri- 
butes or Taxes; the tribute of the ground, 
and that eeh was laid i:: the nature of head- 
money >. 

‘The perfonal Taille or Poll-Tax wi: ufu- 
ally impofed in the countries which the cor- 
quered, as appears from feveral paffa res in 
Livy. It was not uniform in all the F ovin- 
ces of the Empire >. What number ok heads 
foever there were in a houfe or family, they 
were all fubjeét to this tax, and muft be pai- 
for, without any exception of fex, viz ‘the 
males from after the age of fourtes , ard 
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the fen.ales from twelve years. ti. they were 

fixty-fixe. This diftinction of however 
was har ily: obferved any where but in tHe Pro-' 
vince of yria, for in other countries they. 
paid this tribute of Head-money from the 

time of tuneir birth till that. of tmeir death. 

This tax was not laid alike-in all p: ces end at 

all times. Appian writes that Bompey the 

Great impofed uj-.@. the people of Syria and 

Cilicia an annaial co tribution of the hundredth 

part of their reves.ue As for the Jews, the 

Emeczfor Hadrian loaded them with exceQive 

taxes. Jc fephus, Zonaias and Xiphilinus e- 

late, that-V ipafian liid upon them _ two 

drachms án !.eac, pavabie at Rome to Jupiter 

Canvitolin `s. 

Jofepkus, fpraking of Egypt, fays, that 
eyery perfon in that country paid Fi¢cad-money; 
ar.d it appeared by the rolls of this tax, that 
there were feven hundred and fifty thoufand 
men that paid to it, without reckauing in this 
number thofe of Alexandria, who might a- 
moun: to about an hundred thoufand. 

Stra 90 Obferves, that Egypt alone paid feven 
millio: s ive hundred thoufand pounds a year to 
the fu rier of the famous Cleopatra `, and about 
twice.« much to Auevftus Cæfar. This Taille 
toerefo e amounted to fifteen millions under 
the Roman government. Agrippa, in Jo- 
ivpkus, reprefents to the Jews, that Egypt, 
beiiaw the vaft Quantities of corn it was obli- 
gel cro mraifh, paid more contributions in a 
voh thun.all Judæa paid ina yens 
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“"elleius Paterculus fays, that the Gauls paid 
Ril? more tlan Egypt did :*but Hiftorians con- 
tradit on another upon this fubjaćt. Sueto- 
nius and Eutropius relate, that J alius Cæfar 
impofed upon them only one m Hion: but 
Juítus Lipfins pretends, that there 48 an error 
in the tex* and that it ought to be read four 
millions. Auguftus Cæfar raifed thefe im- 
pofts a gredt deal higher. 

If we confider it upon he like footing © 
other countries, what o ght Afia, Spain, 
Greece, Illyria, and fe maay other Preavinces 
to pay? Juftus LipGus computes, that this 
TR le exceeded ore Hundred and fif.y millions 
a year. 

The inhabitants of towas we-e >xempted 
from this tribute by Confryntie the Great, 
provided however that they were Roman ci- 
tizens s. 

The Emperors Dioclefian and Max‘ „ian 
declare exprefsly, that the hufbandmen and 
farmers paft eis impoft‘. In great extremi- 
ties the Romans doubled it, or caufer 

years to be advanced at once. | 

Appian relates, that the Romans h d laid 
tributes on all the Provinces of Afia, óm 
the Hellefpont to the Euphrates ë. 

Plutarch in his Life of Pompey writ s, that 
this great Conqueror laid impofts upon all the 
people of Afie, to the amount of eight mu 
lions a year. 

Appian fays, that Sylla made them -#ivanrce 
Gye years at once; fo that fevers towns. to 
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avoid being ill-treated and abufet' by the fol- 
diery who made thefe levies, were forced te 
fell and mortgage their theatres, .weir tows- 
houfes, th ir ports, their walls, and other pub- 
lic places 

The fanie author relates further, that Mark 
Anthony exacted from the peoplé 3f AGa the 
tribute of ten years in a fingle one, which 
amounted to nearyan hundred millions ; re- 
proaching, them wi''s having raifed and paid 
to Brutus and Caff us the very fame fum with- 
te the Tpice of two years’. 











CWA PO 
Of Confi{cations and Fines. 


H E goods and eftates of perfons cton- 

i demned either to death, to perpetual 
banifhment, or to the mies, were confifea- 
ted *. The income which arofe from this kind 
of rev =nue could not but be very confiderable, 
confid -ring the waft extent of the Empire, 
the gs eat number of people condemned, the 
xigore 1s prohibition of petitioning for-the con- 
Frieaticns of fuch as were found guilty of high 
treafo 2, and the reguiation by which it was 
provided with regard to the other crimes fub- 
3‘ ct co this penulty, that all the grants which 
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the Emperors fhould make of the confifca- 
tiors of the criminals eftates, fhould be null œ’. 
Sugh grams however, as the Prince thought 
fit to make of his own proper fiotion, and 
for which no application by way of requeft or 
feats was made to him, ware ftill va- 
id < 

This cuftom lafted rifl the time of the Em- 
peror Juftinian, who by Novelle 124. enacted, 
that excepting the cafe ¢ Migh treafon, th- 
goods and eftates of perfør -condemned for all 
other crimes fiould þeiong. to their meletions 
in tke afcendinx and defcentfing lines, as far 
as Whe third degree ; that their wi ss fhould 
come upon théefe very effates; ani ‘wver the 
portions and effstes they brought in narriages 
their dowers, or the other profits s® their fur- 
vivance ; and that if the wife mad not brought 
her hufband any fortune at all, fhe fhould o1- 
ly be entitled to the fourth bart of his ce zní- 
cated eftare. 

The .<fe@3 wa aates Of perfons Profcribed 
were confifcated in like manner‘; and Whtn 
it was for the crime of high treafon, al per- 
fons who had any effeéts of the crimi;als in 
their hands, or any kuowledge thereof, were 
obliged tp give in an information of th fame 
within two months, or eight at farthest, wn 
der pain of forfeiting four times the value. 
Appian attefts this to be the ufual practice, is 
the account he gives of Sylla’s profcripters, 
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and in reckoning up the grat number of per- 
fons profcribed, who were the vidtims of the 
‘Triumvwirare, l 

The efti.tes of {fuch as killed themfelves af- 
ter an aG:ulation had been brought againít 
them, and antecedently to their condemnation, 
were alfo confifcated *: but if they ad made 
away with themfelves befcre the accufation was 
brought, their eftates were not lable to any 
jlaim of the Exehequer. It was neverthelefs 
neceffary thet fuch uelos de fe fhould be accufed 
of fome crime tat was purkfbable by law 
wit the penal of confifcat on, before hejr 
eftates co ild be feized or «r ount of their ui- 
cfde -. It che ce was any “ifficulcy in the judg- 
ment or ietw.rminatiq: of the shatter,;.the ten- 
Aftation wie not ake place. The Emperor 
Antoninus fays laxewife, that if the heirs are 
able to bring proofs to juftify the memory of 
the deceafed, there fhall be no confifcation » : 
and Adrian maifgained the heirs in the en- 
joyment ot the eftare and cfledia of æ father, 
aibo had killed himfelf upon being accufed of 
havin y taken away his fon’s life. 

Th: goods and eftate of a perfon that bribed 
or co'rupted his accufer, 1f the crime charged 
upor iim was capital, and his life lay at ftake, 
were iiot confifcated ; though the bribery and 
corruyj tion were never fo clearly proved and 
yeifi¥d: for the confifcation on this account 
üd not take place, except in the cafe of 








f L. 3 f- We bonis torum qui ante fententiam vel mos- 
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crimes i, the legal punifhment ef which wa; 
emer a perpetual banifhment, Or a penal {cr- 
Wittle. | 

It muft neverthelefs be ftill obferved, that 
the comfidgatron was not always rigoroufly in- 
fitted on or exacted in all thete cafes; for Ta- 
citus relatts, that} {fuch as prevented the exe- 
curioners by laying violest hands on them 
felves, had the rites of a quncralg which were 
ufually deried r3 fuch as forfeited their efates, 
and their reff ments were ex afed . 

With regard Ws- fuch as were recelled trom 
San®inment ox troin working wm e mines, 
thougsa they were tha feawemptee trom thote 
penalties, yet their eftates which hid peen con- 
fifcuted were not thereby tettored co them, 
but continued ftill in the har.ds ot the Exche 
quer ; and if an exiled perfona procured Lett¢#rs 
to reftore him , he could or y recover pūt of 
his effeéts and eftate ~. 
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k Promptas ejufmodi mortes metus carnificis facicbat, & 
quia damnati publicatis bonis iepultura prohibebanʻur, eo- 
rum qui de fe itatuebant, humabantur corpora, manebant 
teftamenta, pretium feltinandi. fanal. l. 3- 

t L- 323 G d- gòda. 

m In Infulam deportati bona fifeus, poena remifiyi, reth 
net, Jays Pupinian, L. 6. f- De ientenuam pailis z reili 
tutis. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Of the Crimes which were puntf— ble with 
a Confifcation «ef ““ftate. 


i T H E eftates of perfons Pwutry of high 

treafoR wer? confifcated a Now the 
Overeacts whith :iferred a guil ø% tms nature 
among the Romiins, were ro: ch the fame as 
are deerme hizh treafon ut fais time in Fregte 
All were uee ned crimin~: in this refpect. that 
made anv <ttempt cr formed any defign a- 
saintt the fè of v.e Prince, that treated with 
the enemies of tye State, that levied troops, 
that confpired Og,ycontrived the death of the 
M Miíters of State that calculated the nativity 
or drew the hois®isge of the Prince in order 
to do hing fome mif@hic® or; werk upon sym 
by inchantments, and that excited the peovle 
to an infurreétion or revolt. 

Some Emperors were minded to extend this 
crime likewife to fuch as judged cafes and pro- 
mounced fentences contrary to their Ordinan- 
ecs 3; Fut this was not received, nor ever paffed 
into a caw. Evil Prirzes extended it even to 
words °, which had ever till their time paffed 
with impunity’* : bus Theodolus the Great re- 
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jected ati ans ions of this kind. Deferters 
were burai:t N, and tie authors of feditions 

ene condemned to be thrown f wedd beafts. 
A&A Ratterer of Tiberius Cæiar chargeu one Ro- 
man citizen with high treafon, tor having fold 
a garcen in which there wa:i a ititue ot Au- 
guftus Ca far; ard accufeii other of the fame 
crime for maving, {wore fally by the name of 
the faid Emperor. Ass for the firft it was dg- 
cided, that wathout any offence apainft Reli 
gion, rhey might fell the featues 7% the Gods, 
as they iaid ch houfes and oa: tens of which 
they were appu’ tenances : and with regard to 
the €cond cafe, it was deternzinec, that it 
fhould be left to the Geads, as it was their bu- 
finefs, to revenge the irfjuries of:ered to the 
Gods 4 

There wanted not othe informers that 
brought the fame charge and ccufation againft 
fuch as had made encomu as upon the ~ne- 
ries OF the States as hem ti..co 2 the cafe of 
Cr st RK15 Corse: oy WHOM it war abyjeécted 
as a criminal matter of this kind, that he had 
given in his Hiftory great elogiums to Brutus, 
and had called C. Caffius the laft of the Ro: 
mans. 

The authors of fcandalous and defarnator'7 
libels either againft the State, or againft thofe 
that governed it, were likewife attain ed of 
this crime f : fach as publifhed or fpread them, 
fuch as found them in the ftreeas and did not 











d Contra Religiones non fieri, uod N*iminum fimula- 
chra venditicnibus hortorum & domormm ecccderent. 
rorum injurias Diis cure. 

e Tacit. Annat..\. 4. 

L: Le CG. De fa.achs libellis. 


E g Durn 









Ld . 

. . - Ji 
o 

\ aN y K Vs, j j 

D A 
AS de AW, 
fy w 
TENT OF, 


Of the REVENUES 


burn them iminediately, we c deemed worthy 
of death. R fore the time of Auguftus Cæ- 
far, the Stare wa; fatished .nd thought it mA- 
cient to make anrwers to thefe libels, and fo 
prevent their ill effećtss; and that Emperor 
was the firit who made it a crime ef’high 
treaíon , though he ft ll fardonec words. 
Suetonius however, in his Lite, exp effes the 
ntrary 

This crirze of high treafon was an inex. 
hauftible fgurce for the revenue n the times of 
Sylia and Miari ander the Triainviruite, and 
in the feigns of Caligula, Eie iogabalus,' and 
the other tyrar s of the Lnpire 

‘Piberius Ceefar unctseiood very weil how 
to make his advawage of i -or, properly 
ipeaking, how te abufe it; but he always 
employed it, rat: to get rid of his enemies 
and fuch perfons he fufpeéted, than to ger 
their ef{tates, 

There was fomethiryg very particular, and 
indeed Sngular in this crinre~ Tt was, thal aa 
accufation might be brought againft a man 
far it after he was dead `, and chat the bare 
Gefizn or will to commit it, tnongh not tol- 
lowed by any action, was runifhable , which 

ever cook place with regard to other trimes. 

‘This crime became extremely common, 
thrang the fhameful abufe of accufations, and 














£e Pumus Augu! us coggm‘onem de famofis libellis fpecie 
efie maictiaris tractavit. acit. Annal. l. x. 

" Co. pi aF ]&. 
| stp fe (aI, Er: A x ~ Ea odian. 
h 3. C ad L. J ellam, Ntajeftatis. 
Maden enim feveritate voluntatem {cefsris quan, et- 
fccftum paniri pura veluerunt. Z- «. C. en —Copitatia 
At, pernam nemo patitur. Uipiew. L 13 F. D. pænis. 
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of thee ROMANS. 


the deteftable pr: feffion Qf a Delator or In- 
former; which h:wing been ep unknown 
before, was introdseced into Rome together 
with Tyranny ™. 

The crime of Parricide was always punifhed 
with tse eonfifcation of all the effects and eftate 
of the cr minal %: but this crime, fo extraor- 
dinary ir its nature, muft be placed in the 
fame ran! as menfters, which are fo much e 
more rare, vas they are more fhocking and 
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horriltle ° Tere was howeve in the reign 
of Tibegcus fomnd a fon fo pnatural, as w ač- 
cafe his father 3® having defigned to kill the 
En<ror, aad raife an infurrection againft 
him in Caul: and Appinn mentions a monfter 
like this, who-went along with the ferjeants 
or guards of the Triumvirs' to fhew them the 
place where his father 1: concealed, and 
looked on whilft they mi iered him in his 
prefence ?. 

Py the Cornelian I>-..,.the effeċi and eftates 
a murderers were confifcated $; and tnis law 
tcok in likewife fuch as affifted or were accef- 
fories ın the murder. It comprehended alfo 
poifoners, incendiaries, fuch as carried forbid- 
den arms about them in order to kill any bo- 
dy, Magiftrates that fuborned witneffes and 
accufers for the getting an innocent p@rfon to 
be condemned falfly ; fuch as juftified A mur- 
der, fuch as made others eunuchs, or fuffered 








m Delatores genus publico exa‘tio repertum per premia 
liciebantur. Tacit. Annal. l. 4. 


n L. unic. C. De iis qui parentes ver iiberos occiderunt. 
Nfi:criarum ac fævitiæ exemplum atrox. Jdem. 

P Bell- Civil. 1 4. C. 4. 

€a L. Corr:lia, De Sicariis. 


L. 1. j : eod, XS paffim in Codice. 
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themfelves to Ne made fo; fi ch as ufed forcery 
and witchcraft; all {uch as circumcifed their 
children, excep: the Jews, fuch as expofed 
their flaves to contbats againft lions and otner 
wild beafts ; and, in fine, women that defign- 
edly made themfelves mifcarry. 

The cafes in which. the kiiling œ a man 
was not attended with the ccnfifcation of the 

{irderer’s cesa, were, 1. When-tig¢ man- 
aaughter wes involuntary. 2. When «rah. 
killed anoyer purely in defeating his Swi 
perfon. 3. When he killed a r5bber, cefpecL 
ally a night-robber. 4. At- hufband that 
killed his wife, having caught her ın adulty, 
was only fent away t4 diftant place $r a 
time, if he was a m^an of fafhjən and credit ; 
but if he wasa m an and oħiícure perfon, he 
was banifhed for e er": it was however allow- 
ed to kill a wife tə en in the very fact. 

Adulterers were Ifo punifhed with death‘, 
and confequertiy with ehe confifcation of all 
tiir efe@ss and eftates’; at Seat Mom the ime 
of the Emperor Alexander Severus. The mæ- 
nagers, goers between, and agents in bringing 
about and carrying on that infamous com- 
merce,. were comprehended in this law. Such 
as married a woman convicted of adultery and 
fentenced for the fame, and fuch as debauched 
widows yor maidens forfeited half of their 
efaates. 





























* E. 6 C £.2& 3.C. £2.49 5.C. 2.1. §.5. 
Ff. &c. 

í Log. $. 1. J. C. ad Leg. Ful. De Adulterus. 
L. 29. f- eod. D. L. $: 1. L. $- 2. 
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Such as feduce. a girl-unde twelve years 
of age, incurred the penalty p.44&@ of banifh- 
ment or of penal fervitude ‘. 

Sodomites were punffhad with great feverity, 
and fich as lent their houfes for the carrying 
on of an” lewd and fcandalous commerce, un- 
derwént the fame purifhments as were infli¢ted: 
on adulte ‘ers ”. 

Augarus Cafar put feveral perfons to deaş. 
rog h, zing debauched his daughter. ¥ 
O1,xers of deeds and writing” weis p-inifhed 
w.sh deax», when they were -sft a fervile core 
dirion ; ana if they were freemen- with per- 
petua baniffment and confifcation of their 
eftntes v. 

Such as incurted the p -alties of the Cor- 
nelian law de Falfis, were `n the firt place, 
fuch as m: de falfe teftament and the like ficti- 
tious deeds, or caufed the to be drawn up 
and made by others. 

Such a took msney, and wywre hired ta 
ferve for witneffes. 

3. Such as bribed the Judges or witneffes. 

4. Falfe witneffes. 

5- Such as broke open the teftaments of 
perfons before they were dead * 

6. Perfons entrufted with the keeping of 
the writings and evidences of a partyin any 


caufe, if they, communicated them to ‘tne ad- 
verie party. 











t L. 18. $. 1. F. De peenis. 
” Papinian, L. 8. C. eod. 
- Suetonius in Augufti. 


w L. 1. §. ult. ff. de leg. Cornel. De falfis. 
- D D. 3- 
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+. Such as m writing th- laft will of any 
body, put Wowi: themfelve for legacies r. 

Lampridius however _relates, that the Sm. 
peror Adrian did no. proceed to execute the 
rigor of this law, but contented kimfelf with 
the cutting off of the fing:rs of a perfon guilty 
of forgery. 

Falle coiners faifered the penaify of this 
P w, as to cunfifcation of their effects, as csely 
for having. Sed, elipped, or alftrea, >t 
having TOunterfited the coin. It took am like- 
wife {uch as did net prevent this prat®ice when 
it was in thei power to do fo, and fuch as 
put off and vended falf-arzoney 7. The tands 
and houfes of perfons where it had been 
coined were alfo c afifcated. 

The Emperor JConftantine the Great de- 
clares falfe coiners, » be guilty of high treafon, 
and condemns the... to be burnt alive ° 

Whoever hf» æ Ws name with any 11] 
asfign in mew, underwem the eBor of thi 
law ; but excepting, the cafe of fraud, it was 
allowable for all perfans to change their names 
at pleafure > 

Such as fuppofed children were hkewife fub- 
ject t<. che penalties of this laws; and tn this 
café no time whatever could introduce a pre- 
{cription and fave the guilty from profecu- 
tion and punifhment © 

Such as offered any violence to others. 
without carrying arm, about them, ftorfeitec 








. C. ed. 

§. 1, 2. J Jo 1 Ce De falla moneti. 
C. eod. 

2. Cod. De mutatione naaninis. 


. C. cod. L.’1, 8.1. J> le 19. $. 1. ĝ- 


® UNAK 
U 
wert) 


1 
oniy 





of the ROMANS. — 


ony a third part of their eftates: but if they 
had weapons abou them wher they committed 
the violence, they were fenteéntea to a perpe- 
tual exile, and all thtir eftate was confiicated *. 

This penalty was allo meurred by thofe that 
exacted new impofts, with an armed force, 
by their Dwn authority. 

The K daad of fuch as committed rapes up- 
on maidéns, w dows, virBsns confecrated fo 
-religion-+ as alfo the effects of thofe that a 

mranied them in the enterprm.c, or har- 
Sourec.— lodged, and entert ined them in their 
noufes, were confifcated; ‘tnd their perfons 
moreover were punifhed capitally €; 

The eftates of tuch ts were convicted of 
facrilege, of robbing, the treafury, and em- 
bezzling the public money were alfo confif- 
cated ; but in the laft ca : five years was 
enough tc create a prefcrr ion, and fave the 
embezzler from punifhmer . 

Such as Kept the Tim wisney in their 





hands, and rnade wa of't for thei. wn pro ° 


fit, were condemned to make reftitution, and 
pay a third part of the fum fo diverted over 
and above by way of fine ®. 

Such as being, employed in a poft committed 
any exactions, were banifhed, and fensenced 
to an amerciament, which was often four times 
the value of the fum that had been exad¢ted ir- 
regularly and unjuftly from people ”. 


° dL. t0:.§: a 7. ad Li Ful. ev oble L ait. fF. cod. 
© L. un. §. 2. C. De raptu Vir inom |” 
e 9-7. ad L: Jat: Vecalat. wi. 
4. §. cod. 
Teh gy- Le >. Çe 3-9: ad Lee. Frl Repetandar. 
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Extortioners were fomet mes punifhed ac- 
cording to the Coruelian Law, by which they 
were fubjected- o have tl.cir eftates canfitca- 
tec ^ 

Such as bribed to zet into offices, and pur- 
chafed fuffrages, were. anced an hundred growns 
of gold *. 

Plagiaries were alfo gemeraily condemned to 
tke mines, and sheir eftates confifcated ! 

Prevaric:.tars that ufed collufiong and b 
trayed a cæufe or truft, fufferea [Ometing usc 
iofs Gf all theis whole eitate, and fametims 
only of a moiety ™. 

Such as div erted, mifapplied, or embezzled 
the affets and eftate ef “1tucceMion,. were iome- 
times condemned re very heavy fines; for ıt 
was a criminal - fair. Cheats lkewife that 
fald or mortgage a thing twice over, or by. 
a falfe title, were -eated inthe fame manner n»n. 

Such as formed focieties and combinations, 
and amdembled muitntdes of people together 
wiphour the Prince’s ptermf fon, were fentenced 
alfo to fevere fines ° 

Subaltern Judges, In country villages, called 
from their not being allowed feats at the hear- 
ing, of caufes, pedanet, were, when guilty of 
bribe:y and corruption. punifhed with the lofs 
ef their eftates, ind banifhment P. 
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There was a fne of ten pcunds of gold 
laid upon fuch as violated the repulchres of the 
dead 3 one of fifty pounds upon fuch as hin- 
derd the interment of decezied perfons ; and 
a confifcation of a thir part of their eftates 
was the nenalty incurred by fuch as befet dy- 











ing people, and teazed them in order to get, 


their fucceffion °. 
All perfons lhkewife fubJe‘t to the Taie 
arfuited their eftates, if they changed ther: 
20c le: ma befidesS this penalty, perpetual 
xile was decreed agamft merchants convicted 
of engrofling comniodities into their hands © 

Such as enhanced and ufed arts to raife the 
price of Peri, were m a with heavy fines, 
and fometimes corporally ¢. 

Falfe accufers r flanderyrs were fentenced 
to the fame punifhment as he perfon wrong- 
fully accufed would have u:.aergone in cafe he 
had been found guilty upor. their accufation > 
fo that their eftates were uiten conS{cated '. 

There was a penaity of four times a.c value 
againft fuch as mifapplied and diverted the 
public money, againít fuch as berrowed mo- 
ney of perfons that were indebted or account- 
able to the State, and againft the concealere 
and detdiners of the effects of condemned per- 


íons “. 





a L. 4.C. De fepulch. violator. L. 6. C. Novel. 6a. 
C. I. 
PL. 4. C. De jure fifci. L. De monopoliis. 
£ L. a7- f. De peenis. 
1 L. alita C. De calumniatoribus. 
t adea 8. C.e De jure atc. 
L. 1, 2. C. De his qui ex publicis rationibus mutuana 


pecuniam acceperunt. & L. ult. De bonis profcriptorum. 
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The punifħment of fmugglers that browphe 
in prohibited nserchandife, and ran contraband 
goods, was no fefs than fapitel, befides the 
confiication of the mierchandife, and a fne of 
thirty pounds of gold laid upon the governors 
of the places where it hud been run. ‘There 
was likewile a confifcation of all their effects, 
and perpetual banifhmeat denounced againft 
fuch as harboured and received any toreign’ 
merchants, without giving notice thereof 
the Chief Direéter of tk“-Copameree ". 

The carrying; awa ST iu Into foreig 
countries wus prohibited under pain of death , 
and the merokants of FPerfia were exprefsly 


—~ 


forbidden to bring ag¢-7 merci. *2 oe this 
fide the river Araxes, under pain of confifca- 
tion of the faid merchandife ^. 

Such as levied nore than was impofed upon 
the people that wee fubjeét to the Taille, were 
condemned to make them ample reftitution, by 
paying either double pr elfe four times the va- 
fue of rhe fum wrongfully exa€ted ; amd fome- 
times too all their effects were confifcated ”. 

The purchafer of an eftate or thing in difí- 
pute, knowing the title to be bad or precari- 
ous, was condemned to reftore it, and the 
purcSafe-money was forfeited to the Exche- 

ucr . 
The farmers of exc Ics, cuftoms, duties of 


export and import, and of ail other impofts 





” fa t4 2 t’ $- 1. C. De commerciis & mer- 
Catoribus. fa * 
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yY L. uric. GC. De fuperexaétionibus. 
L. 8. C De exculat. muncrum, Esc. 
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that had been laid irregularly and by violenso 
upon any commodities or merchandife, were 
condemned to make reftimtion of double their 
value *. 

Confifcation of goods was lkewife denoun- 
ced againft fuch as oJd purple without the 
Prince’s permiffion; againft all that bought 
filks from foreigners ; again{ft {fuch as either 
‘old or bought the corn deftgned and appro- 

ryated for the penmple of Rome and the ar- 
mies of the Strte , amd againft all that fold 
rms to foreigni.. 

There was no confifcation of merchandife 
@ecreed z xain{t fuch as had not declared them 
througk ere inadvefteicy or miftake: they 
only paid double the ordinary duty <. 

Such as farmec lands under the Exchequer, 
if they tranfported or tranfplanted fruit-trees, 
nan condemned to pay fur times their va- 

ue 4 

Whoever fraudulently and by: artifice ser 
any grant and received any thing from «the Ey 
chequer, was condemned to reftore double its 
value °. 

If the Governors of Provinces did either in 
their own name, or by means of other perfars 
acting by their direétion and in their behalt, 
purchafe any lands within their governments, 


they might be. demanded back by the &ller, 
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am the purchafe-money was paid into the Ex- :! 
chequer . 

Such as defrauded the treafury of any of its 
dues, were condemned to reftore fourfeld *. 

Such as opened the teftament of a perfon 
whilft he was living, incurred the penalties of 
confifcation of eftate and bamfhment ” 

If a man caufed any pillars qr works of 
marble to be carried out of the town dnto tF- 
country to any of his eftntes, the eftate w. 
confifcated i. . 

There was an exprcis pruss.dition of pulliz 
down houfes.in order te fell the ftones, the 
marbles, and the pills fen-~-+ely, nder pam 
of ui ` lity of the fale ‘and of dow ne price 
berng paid to the Exchequer by the purchafer. 
It appedts neverthelefs that this double was 
paid equally by the feller and the pyrchafer « 

The Magiftrates that were commiffioned to 
take care of the bringing in and receiving of 
the corn for the army, when it was not done 
withm the year, were fentenced to pay double '. 

The Commiiffaries of provifions that had 
cept any of them to themfeives, were alfo 
condemned to pay double, the moiety where- 
St went to the Exchequer r. 

If any perfon engiged in a law-fuit was 
convicted of having given money to the Judge 














oO. 4.3.2. Le mmie L. C. Tit. g3: 
E D.E L §. vis 

ü L. 38 $. 7 oenis. 

t L: G. Des vatis. 


k E- g2.: J- De < atrah. emptione. LZ. 4. § os O: 2a O: 
10, 11, 12, (OF. De legatis. L. 4. C. De Asdif. pifatis, 
L. ult. De donat. inter virum & uxorem. 

t L. 7: C. De exationrbus. 
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in a civil affair, he was fentenced to pay feyr— 


times the fum 5; and if it was in a criminal 
cafe, his eftate was confifcarcd ”. 

Such as made appwals from the fentences of 
fhe Courts of Judicature rafhly and caufelefs- 
ly, were coademned to pay fifty pound weight 
of filver °. 

The effeéts and eftates of the chief and o- 
ther Magritrates of towns, whenever they 

nitred their towns, were employed in defray- 
ng the charges @:: collecting < public mo- 
ey, if they dic .w-ket@frn within the year.. 

The falaries and perquifites due to officers 
deceafed, belonged to the Exchequer 1. 

All fin. ere to Be carried to the T tafu- 
ry, as foon as ever they were received 

Such as gathered thefe fines, if they diverted 
any part of what was due to the ‘Treatury, 
were cond mned to pay fifty pounds of goid 
to the Exchequer ’. 

The Judges might condemn a Sarretter 
who hae loft his caufe te: pay the cofts of fuit,. 
and to pay moreover ten per Cent. of the ium 
to which the faid cofts amounted into the Bx- 
chequer. 

The Serjeants or Bailiffs that let any perfons 
committed to their cuftody make their efcape, 
incurred a fine of ten pounds of gold‘. 

The Judges were ftwictly forbidden to mo- 

















n Authentic. Novo jure, C. De peenis. 
PL. 5. $. ult. Quorum Appelaticmi=g ion recipiūntur. 
P L. g. C. De Decurionibus 
3 d: r C. De Annon. & T ribwils. . a. C. Theod. De 
Annonis civilibus. 
r L. 1. C. De modo mulétarum. 
£ L- te $. 3- 
t L. 2. C. De fportulis. T 
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tet and opprefs the people of the Provinces; 
under the penalty of a fine of fifty pounds of 
gold; and were enjoined to obierve an@ keep 
to the Ordinances, on pain of paying ten 
pounds of gold for each infringement thereof ». 


CHAP. YII- 


Of Efcheats, or the Revenue arigng from 
Szcceffions, and te tamenrzry Legacies. 





A Ueguftus Szfar firit introduced h's right, 
> which was eftabilibhed by law Pa- 
pia koppea*s; and took in, 1. Every thing 
that was left by will, in the way of inheri- 
tance, or in truft, as a donation on account of 
death, or by any other title whatever, to per- 
fons living and capable of fucceeding at the 
time of. making the _ teftament, but who 
chanced to die during the teftator’s life-time, 
or after his deceafe before the opening of his 
will’ 2. Every thing, that was left under 
any condition whatever which came to fail, 
and all legacies or inheritances that were re- 
nounced or not claimed by thofe that had a 
right to receive and inherit them. 

The Fmperor Juftinian fupprefied this 
right, becaufe, iays he, I having been effablif/heda 
on occafion tf *bs Civil Fars, it is very reafen- 
able and proter to abolifh it during the calm of 





a Jf aw & 2: Bes 2s IE. Ce z 
a Jac. ZINKU. 3. Lion Caffrus in ue. 
5 U7). in Feoaem., ti, De Caduc. & L. unic: § 2. C. De 
cadu@is tollendis. 
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pease < 3 exprefiing himfet#f very finely on the 
fubject in the following words: What is gene- 
rally beneficial to all, we deem preferable to our 
private intereft 3 being in our Imperial way of 
thinking perfuadea, that the advantage of our 
JSubjeéis is our oten particular advantage °. 

3. Every thing that was left by will, on 
any account or by any title whatever, to per- 
ons that Nved in a ftate of celibacy, was 
tinaimed by the. Exchequer, if the legatees did 
not marry withis-«ars hrimdred days after the 
@ieath of the teftator; unlefs the unmarried 
perfon, if a man, was a mine not five and 
twenly ears Old, us if a female, ender the 
age of twenty years“. This right or Bebar- 
ring, batchelors from inheriting, was called the 
penalty of celibacy, and was introduced chiefly 
for two resfons. 

The one was, in order to bring money into 
the Prince’s coffers ; the other was, to oblige 
the men to marry, for the quicker repeopling, 
of the Commonwealth, which had been ex- 
tremely thinned and wafted by the civil wars 
of Marius and Sylla, of Pompey and Ceefar, 
of the Triumvirate, and of Anthony and Au- 
euftus fe 

The Emperor Conftantine confidering this 
ufage as contrary to the tenor of the Chriftian 
Religion, thought fit to fupprefs it. 




















= L. unicã. 

d Quod communiter omnibus prodeft, Joc private no- 
ftræ utilitati præferendum effe cenfemu:s, thioftrum effe pro- 
priem fubjeétorum commodum imperialic>r exiftimantes. 

© Ulp. ibid. Tit. 13. De cœlibat. & orbit. Cujacii Pa- 
ratitla in Codice. 

£ Velleius Paterculus, Apian, Dion Cafius. 

es L. ı. C. De infirmandis penis ccllbatas. 
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Such as were married, but yet had no ehil- 
dren, loit half of what was left them by will, 
the other half efcheating¢to the Exchequer» : 
but if they were charged to make it good t& 
other perions who were qualifica to inherit, 
they took pofieffion of the whole, according 
to the opinion of Favolenyus'. Befides,; if they 
had a fon, or their fon had died ifter attain-. 
ing the age of fourteen, they had ¿in this cafe 
too the whole. Conftantine abrogated thi. 
sight-alfo. 

When a hufkand made his wife his heir, Oz 
gave her any ~ching, by will; and when a wife 
made a like difpofition of her effe&s in Favour 
of he. nufband ; if they had no children, they 
had only the tenth part of what fhould have 
accrued to them by fuch legacy; the other 
nine parts belonged to the Imperial Trreafury ~. 
But in cafe they were minors, that 1s, the man 
under five and twenty, and the woman under 
twenty years of age; or if the man was above 
fixty years old, and the woman turned of 
fifey-eight, they then had the whole. If they 
had children by another marriage, each child 
was worth a tenth to them, procuring them 
thac further fhare of the fucceffion. If they 
had by the fame marriage a fon or a daughter 
who had died after tke ninth day, they got 
likewife another tenth on that account: if they 
had two children who had thus died after li- 
ving nine days, they not only gained two 
tenths, but se yoyed alfo the ufe and profits of 
the reit. But if they procured a faculty from 




















b U/p Tit. MWe cœlibat. & orbit. 

' ip az. ff. De Legatis. OB. Tir: §. 1 & Zz. 

* L. 2. C. De infirmandis posnis coclibatds. 7 
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the Emperor, giving thern the rights and t2- 
nefit of children, they entirely cut off all de- 
mands and pretenfions of the I¢xchequer'. 

In cafe an hufbainxl or wife died without 
Neirs, the farvivor barred the Exchequer from 
any claim, «aml was qualñed to inherit, in 
virtue of the Prator’s Edict =. But if they 
had never had any children, the furvivor took 
only the the tenth, or fewerel tenths, according 
ey the number of children which he had by 
sther marriages : and the Law Papia (what- 

wer Godeiroy may tay of it} extended in this 
cafe to the fucceffRon of perfogs dying inte- 
{imte, as is eafy enough to be poved . The 
Emperors tonorius and Theodolus abror ated 
the claim of the Exchequer in this point, and 
gave the right of children to all married per- 
fons in general. 

Every ting that was left, in any manner 
whatever, to perfons undeferving of itch kind- 
nefs and liberalities, belonged alfu to the 
Prince’s Exchequer °. 

rt. An inheritance or fucceffion that fell to 
an heir who did not revenge the death of the 
deceafed, devolved to the Exchequer, and the 
unworthy heir was obliged to retund the pro- 
fits he had received out of the eftate °*. 

2. Whoever had let his wife die for want 
of care, was deemed unworthy of fucceeding 
fo her effects + 





t Up. Tit. 15. De Decimis. 

= L- t: C. Unde vir & nxor. 

= Bafilic. L. 4G. Tit. 5. L. 1. C- De mirmandis penis 
coelfbattiis, &F L. 1. Cod. De jure liber. 

e C. De iis quibus ut indignis hæredit. auferuntur. 

P L. I- C. goa. 

3 L. 3- F: cod. 
F 4 3. Who- 
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3. Whoever had married a wife of the Pro- 
vince whereof he was Governor, was;deprived 


and excluded from her fucceffion °. 

4. Whoever had difprifed of the eftate and 
effects of one of his parents dur¢gng the life 
and without the knowledge c7 fuch parent, 
loft all his right to the inheritance f. 

5. Whoever wrongfully charged a will with 
being forged, incurred the fame penalty *. 

6. Whoevey lent his name, in order to fe- 
cure a legacy or traft to a perfon inc >pacitatea 
by law to receive it, was deprived of it, bu 
with this diff’ ence however, that if he gave 
iriormation crit himfelf, he only loft a :noir- 
ty. thereof ; and if the information came from 
another quarter, he loft the whole ; the lega- 
cies {till remaining valid ~“. 

7. An hufband that did not revenge the 
death of his wife, loft her fortune, if fhe had 
brought him any ”. 

S. If a fuppofititious child fucceeded to an 
eftarcc, as {oon as ever it was difcoveted that 
he was fo, the eftate and fucceffion devolved 
to the fu:chequer Y. 

NWVhocver had fupprefied a teftament, had 
hindered any body trom making a will, or 
forced him to make one in his favour, fo that 
he came to fucceed to an eftate by one of thefe 








i ‘ a 
10. f. ka. 3. §. 4. fF. De jure fifci. L. uzic. C. De 
his qui fe dcfcrunt. 


VY L. 20. f. De his gqgux, Efc. 
w £8 46 foe Ve jure ici. 
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73 
three means, loft all right to it, and the fuc- 
ceflion fe.l to the Exchequer ~. 

WVomer that married contrary to the laws, 
forfeited their dower, and all the advantages 
to which thoy would otherwife have been en- 
titled: and all she effects and eftates of fuch 
as centracted inceftuous, marriages were con- 
fifcated +. 

Thee. Governors of Provinces, who either 
married themfelves within the diftrict of their 
government, or fuffered any belonging to then. 
£o marry there, were fined ten pounds of gold, 
befides the nullity.of the marrizt z., 

Wwmen that engaged haftily in a feeond 
marriage, before the year of mourning for their 
former hufband was expired, loft every thing 
that was left them by will, all legacies, trufts, 
or donaticns on account of death which might 
fall to them: all belonged to the Exchequer, 
which claimed alfo, and obliged them to refund, 
whatever they had got by the teftament of their 
firft hufband and by their marriage-artistes +. 

A widow that within the year of her mourn- 
ing had a child by any body but her firft 
hufband, was liable to the fame penalty >. 





* LL. 2. f- ad L. Cornel. We falis. L. 2. C. Siguis ali- 


cuem teitari prohibuerit. 

y Muthentic. Inccitas. C$ L. 4. De inceftis & inutilibus 
nuptils. 

z l. unic. C. Si quacumque przditus poteftate vel ad 
«mm pertinentes, Ec. 

a L; 1- C. De fecundis nuptiis, 

n Authentic. cild. pæœnis. C. 
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CHAE. VIII 


Of Eftates that were vacart, and had no 
certain Proprietor. 





Hi E. eftates of fuch as died withaut heirs 
belonged to the Exchequer, exclufive 
even of the privileges of the towns ` <orpora- 
tions, and private men that might ave fome 
claim tO thers either by a long. poffeffion, or 
by 2 particumr privilege: but this did noe 
take place, unlefs the heirs both on the father’s 
and mother’s fide came to fail. Such inheri- 
tances however, if they had not been incorpo- 
rated into the Demefne, were prefcrivable, and 
all the pretenfions of the Exchequer were 
barred by a pofieffion of four, or rather of 
forty years* It muft be obferved likewife, 
that the hufband or wife excluded the claim of 
the Exchequer 

The e¢ifeéts and eftates of foreigners, and 
of {uch as nz“ been given for hoftages purfu- 
ant to.treaties made with enemies, belonged 
alfo to the Exchequer»; and hoftages could 
not make a will without the Prince’s licenfe < 








L. 1. §. 2. ff De jure fifci. L. 1. C. De bonis va- 
cantibus, ve. L. 4.°C. L. 1. C. De quadriennii præícri- 
ptione. Z. 4. C. De prefcriptione triginta vel ainciewnince 
annorum. /#- Unde vir & uxor. 

Divus Commodus obfidum bona ficut & captivorum 
omnimoda in fifcum effe cogenda ref{cripfit. Up. 2. 31. f- 
De jure filci. 

€ L. 11. f Qui tchamenta facere poflunt. Tacitus, Po- 
dy bius, Appz: &C. 
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Now there was always a great number of ho- 
{tages and prifoners of war among the Ro- 
mans; for they never made Any treaty, but 
hey took I:oftages to1afure its being obferved. 
This kind of confifcation or efcheat is called 
in France the Droit d’Aukaine: the Royal De- 
mefne affumes all the bi:nefit of it, exclufive 
of private Lords of Manours, notwithftanding 
the cuftdOms whith. prevail in fome places, be- 
*ng founded on the law of the Emperor Com- 
modus, wrofe regulation eftablifhed the pra 
Etice here mentioned. 

If the foldiers purchafed any ft4tes in the 
Countries where they were employed in ma- 
king war, they were confifcated, becaufe it 
was a thing exprefsly forbidden them ^. 

All kinds of merchandife fubjeét to the 
payment cf any duty were confifcateds, ff 
they did not pay it, and were not declared at 
the offices of the Receivers of the Cuftoms. 
Run gaods and commodities that were {mug- 
gled, were ftiled zmprofeffe merces; avd the 
right of forfeiture in cafe of that illagal pra- 
étice was called Commiffum'". Merchandife 
belonging to the foldiers was nat S#ible to fuch 
forfeituge and feizure. 

The hopes and prodfpect of gain tempted 
informers and delators to look out for frauds 
and mifciemearrors of this kind, and to make 
a difcovery thereof. We fee in Appian feve- 
ral inftances, where the accufers had fometimes 
all the confifcation of the perfons condemned. 
Tiberius Cæfar was far from being inclined to 





























4 L.g.f. De re militari, © L. 13. fF. eod. 
e L. 3. De vedétigal. & eommifiis. 
s D. L?3. L. 2, C. eod. 
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leffen their perquifiges and emoluments; alled- 
ging that they were the guardians of the laws z. 
Under the various Tyrants of the Empire, 
thefe public nuifances afd pefts of fociety mul~ 
tiplied in an extraordinary manner, and made 
themfelves exceeding terrible. “Tacitus de- 
{cribes with énergy t#e terror they infpired in 
faying, Every body dreaded for fear the very 
walls had ears. 

The delators or informers of run: and for- 
feited goods, of eftates efcheated for want of 
heirs, of the ffeéts of foreignerss of frauds 
and othr: things fubject to w;-*fifcation, had 
at farft the half of the profits: but in Neros 
time they were ftinted to a quarter part 5 which 
gave occafion to their being diftinguifhed by 
the name of Quadruplatores, ío odious among 
the Romans”. 

If any man accufed another falfly of a crime, 
the legal punifhment whereof was the lofs of 
life, of the city, or of liberty, he incurred the 
fame penalties of death, banifhment, or fla- 
very > befides the confifcation of all his ef- 
fects °*. 

In like mner, if the informers gave in 
falfe informat.ons againft any body, all their 
eftates were confifcated, and they underwent 
the corporal punifhment of fcourging: if they 
were in any poits or employments, they were 
tůrned out immediately *. ‘The Emperors 
Carus and Numérianus brand this kind of pro- 














E Tacit. Annal: l 4. 
s Suetonius in Nerone. 
t C. De accufat. infcriptionibus. 
k h. ult. §. 10. C. De delataribus. 
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fefion by the ftile of Execrable'. ‘The name 


of delator or informer was infamous; and if 
any one had called another an informer, he 
had an action againft him, and might recover 
damages ™ 

Every thing that came into any one’s pof- 
fefior by a lucrative title, (that as to fay, by 
way of a teftamentary heirfhip, or in the 
courfe af fuccefGan to a perfon dying inteftate) 
by way of legacy truft, donation on account 
of death, or donation and conveyance between 
living; parties (except moveza'sle goods! was 
fubjeét to the piyment of a duty whieh was 
iz .pofed upon all immoveables, and confifted 
td a Certain quantity of gold charged by the 
acre. The Senators themfelves were not ex- 
empted from paying this duty *. 

The Senators paid feven hundred crowns of 
gold : but tne Emperors Arcadius and Fiono- 
rius fuppreffed this duty. Cuyacius fays in that 
place, and Godefroy after him, that this gold 
was called Aurum Glebale, when the “ven 
hundred crowns of gold were exacted fyom the 
Senators ; and Aurum Coronarium, when ie- 
vied upon the Magiftrates of towns 3 and that 
the ITradefmen paid their duty ir firver : which 
notion doth not feem fo me to be well foun- 
ded 















! Omnibus notifimum eft cos execrabilcs nunciatores cfle 
qui fifco deferunt. L. 4. Cod. 
Mm L 3. C. De injuriis. 
n Theodof. ES Valentinian. L. unic C. De imponenda lu- 
cerati, 3 defcriptione. L. 4. C. De dignitatibus. 
L. 2. De prætoribus. 
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CHAP. IX. 
Of Lmpofts laid ` npon Merchandife and 
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HERE was an impoft laid not only 
upon merchante and t.adefmen, but alfo 
upon all kinds of mercha:msife : and this all 
farts of perfons were obliged to pay ə the ve- 
ry {didiers thenifelves havizsz no. exemption in 
this refpetc airy more than Gta- ^ This im- 
poft was at the rate of twelve and a half per 
Cent. and all the exemptions that were pro- 
curéd to be excufed from paying it were of no 
effect, being declared null by the Ordinance 
oF the Emperors Honorius and ‘T feodofius ” 

The third penny arifing, from all impofts in 
general was annexed to the local charges and 
employments, except from fuch as had from 
time [Immemorial belonged to the E.mperor’s 
Demeine: the two other thirds were carried 
and paid ‘nro the Imperial Treafury*. Now 
as I have eat. ady obferved, all merchandite 
and tomnmodii:™ that were not declared either 
at the Collector or Receiver’s office, or at the 
Cuftom-houfe, fpeaking in the language of 
our ufages, were liable to be igized, and be- 
ing; difcovered were confifcated: but this right 
or feizure and confifcation was taken away by 
1 prefcription of five years, if no {uit had 
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been carried on, nor profecution made, on ac- 
count of this right within that times; and if 
the meichandife or goods were no longer in 
being, or had not been concealed with a frau- 
dulent defign *.~ There was no cuftom, excife 
or impoít paid for fuch r`eĮrchandife or goods, 
as were bought for a man’s own ule, or for 
the ufe of the Prince and State: but all other 
goods were fubieét thereto °. Foreign ambaf- 
{adors paid the .ipties for {fuch merchandife 
and provifions as they brought from their own 
country, but wer? exempt from payin. for 
{fuch as they-carri-< nome with them ‘ 

Soldiers were obliged to pay. the duties as 
well as others: but yet if they could run or 
pafs their merchandife without carrying it. to 
the Cuftom-houfe or declaring, it at the Col- 

ecétors Offices, they were fo much favoured 
that it was not fubject to confifcation 2#. ‘This 
peculiar privilege was granted them by the 
Emperor Severus and his fon Caracalla. 

There was alfo an impoft upon certain F-afts 
that came from Egypt, but not upon 2. kind 
of cattle >. 

The Magiftrates of Towns and Corpora- 
tions had a power of laying f£ e .mpeofts to 
provide for the neceffities of thofe particular 
places 3 and nobody could opfofe or deny the 
payment of them: but however, before they 
could exert this power, they were obliged to 
apply for leave either to the €sovernor of th> 


$ Sever. EF Antonine L. 2. Cod. 
= es Be Md cod. 

: Pe oS < i. cod. 

$ Le 3- Ce 0A. 

* fan Q+ Cod. See Cryaciaos. 
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Province, or elfe directly to the Emperor-him- 
felf'. “This is obierved likewife: to this day 
in France: “‘CG@wns and Corporations have no 
authority to lay any impofitions upon tktm- 
{elves without letters atents from the King 5 
in confequence wks ‘eof the tums of money 
levied by fuch’ impofts are called Gérots, 
Grants. 

The farmers of thefe duties upcn merchan- 
dife were ftiled Oégfavariz, y aifying ‘as it were, 
that they were farmers of tis tighth penny. 
le i: generally whought thats the payment was 
at the ete -£a {hilling 1:1 cs. pownd 5s and yet 
the Law which I have juft quōted {fays the 
contrary. 

“This eighth penny was levied even upon 
the Eunuchs of the Palace; but the Emperor 
Leo forbad the farmers to receive at, as being 
a thing prohibited by the law ot Conftantine 
the Great *. If the officers employed tn col- 
lecting thefe duties exacted any things for com- 
mo/ities and things that were exempted and 
oughi not to pay, it was a capital crime, and 
they were punifhed with death. If they le- 
vied any hing without the Prince’s letters au- 
thorizing the todo fo, they were obliged to 
make reftitution~e and {fuch as molefted and 
opprefied the people of the Provinces were 
condemned to perpetual banifhment '. 

The officers that levied thtfe duties were 




























walled Stationaviz, and were indeed foldiers ». 


nae ro. C. L. 2 &F 3.C. Veétigalia nova non inftitui 
ofle. 
P k L. ı & 2. C. De Eunuchis. 
t L. 1- C- De većtigalibus. L. 3. C. Vettigalia nova. 
mD. L. §. L. 16. D. §. Də publicanis & većtigalibus. 
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There is in the Digeft a fmall book of rates 
of the things fubjeét to this duty of the eighth 
penny 3; and \thefe are feveral forts of {pices 
and grocery Ware, am png others pepper: yer 
there is no manner of dp ibt to be made, but 
that all other kinds of mvrehbandife were fub- 
ject to this duty ” | 

Julius Czefar was the frft that laid a duty 
on foreign mercthir iHe The Romans car- 
ried on a very’ zreat traffck in Indias and 
Pliny r relates, that they bought in that coun- 
try every year tò tìi. value ot ubove tws “mil-+ 
lions of merrhmdife, upon which the mer- 
chants gained an hundred-fold their prime coft 
and value. Now according; to Strabo, theilg 
foreign ccinmodities paid double duty, that is 
to fay, both for import and export’; fo that 
this impofi.7*orded a confiderable produce. 

‘There was alfo a duty of entry that was 
paid at the gates of Towns, and called Veéigal 
zz porta A Toll was alfo paid at brid«.s, 
and on the high roads’. 

Herodian however fays, that thef- duties 
were tyrannical impofitions, and that chey were 
abolifhed by the Emperor Pe ws x. How- 
ever this was, it is certain tht he me:icKants 
and tradefmen who furnifhed goods for tle 
Emperors ule, and provifions tor his houfhold, 





> (od. De Vettigal. & Comimilis 


» Portoria peregrinarum merciu:n inititurt. Suefoz. a 
Cafare. 

P Gif. fib. t@. L alt. Cod. 27. 

4 Leh. 1. 


© Nec indignabitur faptens aliquid impendere ut limin 
tranfeat, cogitans & in pontibus quibuidain pro tranfiru 
dari. Senec. 
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were not exempt from paying them‘; ‘and 
that nobody was difpenfed with in that re- 
{pect, unleis it- were the body of Mariners, 
called in the Civil Law Navicularii 

‘Ihe farms of thei? impofts were always ad- 
judged and fet toth nigheft bidder: the leafes 
were ufually granted fer three years at leaft 
and Varro fays, that nı ancient-times they ge- 
nerally were made for tive. years. #. man 
who in the heat of the audcticn and in the ea- 
gernefs of bidding had offered thé higheft fum, 
was not admittéd to farm t’.cm, unlefs he gave 
good afid fuificient fecurity 5 + bayment 3; and 
all the eftates and effects of fuch as owed any 
thing to the Imperial Exchequer on account 
of their farms, were bound to make it good *. 
Nobody was compelled to take thefe farms”: 
Sut if the farmers who had made great prod 
fits by their leafes were for quitting them after 
their term was expired, and there offered no 
naw tenants that would give as much, the old 
ones were obliged to continue their farm upon 
the fan 2e rent and foot as before “: and this 
regulatio was very juft and reafonable.- Far- 
mers that e~e behindhand in their accounts, 
were HOt adn >d to take a new leafe of their 











í L. 1. C. De ccmmenrciis. 
> %. 6. Cod. | 

u L.a. C. L 4. De Lingua Latina Cujacius cap. 14. 
D praicript. ZL. 3. $. 6. f- De jure fifci. Paulus, L. g. 
i De Publicanis. L. wilt. Cod. 

v Ad conducendum veétigal nemo compellitur, & ideo 
wmpleto tempore conductionis elocanda fuat. D. L. $. 1. 
Califir L. 3. §. 6. f- De jure fifci. | 

w Qui maximos fruétus ex redemptione vectigalium con- 
feqguuntur, fi poftea tanto locari non poflunt, ipfi ea prio- 
ribus~penfionibus fufcipere compelluntur L. 11. §. ult. f. 
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farm, if they had not firft cleared their ac- 
counts, and difcharged the arrears of their 
former =. ; 

Ir was provided by law, that no perfons 
indebted to the Exchiayter of the Prince or 
State, fhould be admittS! to take the farms, 
unlefs they provided fubftantial fureties for 
paying as well what they owed upon their old 
leafe, what vae to became due upon the 
new y 

If the farıneis did not make the payments 
{tipulated -by the `--ticles of their leafe.. there 
Was a rémeady mnir them by evrétiug them 
out of poffeilion, vacating their farm, and 
forcing them to pay interef{t from the day that 
they came to be in arrears” If there were 
feveral affociates concerned in thefe farms, each 
naving his-diftinét fhare in the management 
thereof, they might upon occafion torce one 
of their company to part with his fhare in 
the admiuniftration * 

All mercantile goods and commodit:..s, as 
well fuch as were liable to pay duty, ts thofe 
that were free and paid none, weve equally 
fubject to the regulation which t suired that 





* Reliquatores veétigalium d itesandam conduédtionem, 
antequam fuperiori conduétioni fatisfactant, admittendi non 
lunt: L. O. $- 2. F- 

Y Debitores fifci itemque Re‘publice veétizalia curdu- 
cere prohibentur, ne ex alia caula coruim dedita onerene tr, 
nif forte tales idejuffores obtulerint, qui debitis corum 1° 
tisfacere parati fint. 6/2. 

z Non folutis: veétigalium penfionibus peilere conducte 
res, necdum citim tempore conductionis completo. vel ab 
his ufuras ex mor: exigere permitiitur. Hiermovem. L 1 fa 
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they fhould all be declared at the Cuftom- 


houfe or the Receivers offiges: and in defect 
thereof they were confifcated, and might be 
feized even in the hands of the heirs of rnwofe 
that had run them, wbo were obliged to make 
good the damage, «nd liable to the penalties 
of their predeceffSrs fraud ». But if my beady 
out of miftake had ant paid -the, duty, the 
farmers in fuch cafe were to take uy. wit dou- 
ble the tum due 

Several things were exempted from thefe 
duties. 

I. All s merchand. cogs that were 
defigned for tne Kmperor’s houłhold ¢ > tho? 
merchants and tradeímen that bought thtm 
either from the officers of the revenue or from 
the farmers, were fubjećt to them -«. 

2. Every thing that was bought for a man's 
own ufe, or for ploughing the ground f 5 in- 
fomuch that nothing was paid for the flaves 
which people bought for their own fervice «. 

3 All provifions for fupplying the army 
in war and the ftuffs defigned for their cloath- 








b Fraudari stét xalis crimen ad hzredem ejus qui frau- 
dem- cOntraxit, <c¢c: i imifli ratione tranimittltyur. Lapin. 


ih 5 f- 

€ L. 26. $. eod. 

€+ Fifcus ab omnium vectigalium præfítationibus immunis 
ehe 2. L. ©. $. 83 


f Univerli Provinciales pro his rebus quas ad ufum pro- 
ı rium, vel exercendi ruri- caula, Invehunt, nulium vecti- 
aal a flationaris CXIPALUr.- p ie 5- Cod. De wectizalibys. C o?z- 
ficrtinus lmperetor. 

€ L. 203. f: De verb. hignileat. 
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ing . Excepting thefe three cafes, every thing 
aid æ 

[If a farmer had neglected to levy the duties 
upon any merchandiic, commodities, or pro- 
vifians, his fucceffor in e farm might exaét 
them hut this was not aticwed him, in cafe 
the things did mot ordinarily pay duty *. 

The Governors of Provinces were not au- 
thorized or silowed without ar exprefs order 
from the Emperor, to lay any new impotts, 
Or tò new modif» or alter ald ones, either by. 
augmenting or l« «ng them 

Gonerabare Goods paid nottiss, becaufe the 
carrying and trantporting them to foreign coun- 
tries was forbidden on pain of death. Such 
were whetftones, iron, corn, and fale ™ Ie 
was alfo forbidden to carry gold thither opt 
of the Empité. The Emperors Gratian and 
Valentinian recommend and even enjoin théir 
f{ubjects to carry off dexteroufly the gold thev 
met wièh in foreign cour.tries". To the - »m- 





Res exercitui paratas vectigalium oneri fubi ci nun pla- 
curt. fat. Pavius. Dig. L. O- $- 7. De Pub’ icanis. 

i Ea vero que extra predictas caufas, vo negotiationis 
cauifa portantur, folitz penfitationi f.or gamus. Lies. C. 
De-vestigetlibus. | . 

< Earum rerum veétigal quarum nunquam preftitum eft, 
preitari non poteft, quod fi preftari contuetum indiligentia 
publicani omiterat, alius exercere non prohibetur. Dye. 
dee Oe $a Ga 

! Većtigalia fine Imperatoris præcepto, neque PræfiNi, 
neque Curatori conftituere, neque præcedentia reformai ?, 
& his vel adj:cere vel diminuere licct. L. 10. 7: De Pu, = 
licanis. 

m Cotem ferro fubigendo necefflariam hoftibus quoque 
venundari, ut ferrum, frumentum, & fales, non fine pce- 
ricūlo capitis heet. Le 1r. p- 

~ ff 2 C. De tommerchs. L 2. C. Qua res venire 
ter volfine. 
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modities here mentioned may be added the 
filks, which it was forbidd:n to buy of the 
Barbarous nations, wines, oil, and feafith, the 
export of which into foreign countries was €x- 
prefsly prohibited °. “The Emperor Martian 
declares fuch as fhould carry them arms ta Ee 
guilty of high treafon, and punifhablu. aecso 
Uingly. The Emperor Deo proncunces the 
{entence of death -againft all thas fisccsu “buy 
FEunuchs among, the Barbarians; ‘and forbids 
the farmers of the Cuftoms on goods exported 
and imported to receive th- cuties for them, 
under pain of the fame sunim.. ener B. 

There wcre parties of men placed an‘ Aif- 
pofed upon the high-roads and the fea-coatts, 
to hinder the entry and tranfportation of con- 
traband goods ^. It was likewife forbidden to 
fell fhips to foreigners, and even to inftruct 
them how to build them, on pain of fuffering 
the penalties of high treafon. 

he duties which we have been fpeaking of, 
were galled by different names. Thofe which 
were alg upon goods exported or imported 
were {tiled Portoria, becaufe they were ufually 
collected at the fea-ports. “The duties of en- 
try, which were paid at the great prflages, 
were called Portarta, Lecaufe they were re- 
ceived at the gates of towns, as Juftus Lipfius 
hath obferved in his Treatife of the Grandeur 
of me Roman Empire; and the general name 
of all thefe duties was Veétigal, Kectigalia. 


Ad Barbaricum transferendi vini, olei & liquaminis 
r ullam quifquam habcat facultatem, nec guitus quidem au- 
si, aut ulus commerciorum. L. 1. Cod. Quæ res exporta- 
ri non poflunt 
P Le2 C. De Eunuchis. 
a L unic. De littorum & itincrum cuftodia. 
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The perfons that farmed them were called 
Pubucans'. Graticn, Valentinian, and Theo- 
dofius eall them Octavarii, becaufe they re- 
ceived the’eighth penny of the value of certain 
commodities and forts of merchandife *. They 
paiicd alfo under the denomination of Manci- 
pes, Conduétores, Redemptores Veétigalium. 

Thefe farmess were generally of the order 
of the Roraan Knights, and the flower of the 
Commonwealth’. Titus Aufidius and Pub- 
lius Rutilius raifed themfelves from the farms, 
the fatter to the dignity of Conful, and he 
other to the Goy ~. .hẹnt of a Province. 

Fhe:f CRKFfks and undé! UF: rs however 
rendered themfelves exceeding cdious, by ex- 
acting the duties with abundance of rigour, 
by taking frequently mere than was due, and 
by confifcating fometimes thinge thas were 
not liable to ferzure or forfeiture. It was with 
the view of repreffing their extortion and greg- 
dinefs, that the Praetor made an Ordineaz:zice 
condemning them to make reftitution of d tu- 
ble the value of what they had received irre- 
gularly and unjuftly, if the party injured esm- 
plained and demanded back his money with- 
in the year, and tothe reftitution of the bare 
duty or fum received, if the complaint was 
not lodged till after the year was expired '. 

‘The complaints made of their infolence were 
fo very great and general, that Nero in ‘shat 


happy time of clemency with which he began 








r Publicani dicuntur qui publica veétigalia habent cof 
dutta. L: 12. $. at. f. De Pablicanis. — 

£ L 8. fF De Vettigalibus. 

t Cicero, Orat. pro Pompeio C pro Plancio. 

u Dig Me Publicanis. 
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his reign, and which feemed tø prefage fo fine 
and glorious a futurity, propoted to the Senate 
to fupprefs all the Cufton.-houfes and duties 
upon goods either exported or iraported. But 
the Senators put a ftop to his zea}, by repre- 
fenting to him that the State could not fubfift 
without a conftant revenue’. They thought 
it therefore fufficient at thar time to order that 
the leafes and dues of the farmers of the pub- 
lic rewenue, which had always before been kept 
very fecret, fhould be publifhed and posted 
up ‘in public places, fo thir all the world 
might know what thev we o pay 3; that af- 
ter the expiratien ur a year the fef. ers Qrould 
not be allowed to demand what they had rog- 
leéted to take; that the Prætor at Rome, and 
the Governors in the Provinces fhould take 
cognizance. ef their mifdemeanors, punifh the 
guilty, and do juftice to the fufferers; and 
that the privileges and exemptions granted ta 
the troops fhould be religioufly obferved. 

hey fuppreffed alfo the fortieth and the fit- 
ticth penny. 

If a fhip laden with merchandife was forced 
by a ftorm to put into fome port and unlade 
there, the goods were not fubject to confifca- 
tion, though they har not been declared at the 
Cuttom-houfes ~v. 

If a merchant had made his declaration at 
the office, and by content of the receiver or 





¥ Eodem anne crebris populi flagitationibus Publicand- 
rum immodeftiam arguentis, dubitavit Nero, an cuncta ve- 
€tigalia omitti juberet, idque pulcherrimum donum mor- 
talium generi daret. ied impetum ejus retinuere Senatones, 
diffolutionem Imperii dicendo fecuturam, fi fruétus quibus 
Refpubiica fultineretur, diminucrentur. Tac Annal. l. 13, 
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officcr attending there, had not paid the duty 
for his goods, they were not liable to conhi- 
cstion or feizure ; provided however that the 
effects of the fumers and their fureties were 
able to fatisfy tlie Exchequer and make good 
the damage . 

If any body paid the farmers by miftake, 
either morfe tha?_ was due, or for commodi- 
ties and Merchandife that ought not to pay any’ 
duty they had a right to demand and recover 
what had been paid unduly ~”. 

To thew that tii’: duties produced an im- 
menfe cevcegtre 3 Cicero sccufetiz Verres of ha- 
ving meade the farmers of the port óf Syracufe 
(who took only the twentieth, o; five per Cent. 
on merchandifes) lofe in fome-months fiffeen 
thoufand livres : and an old Itmé@sarv pyblifhed 
by Arias i.Jortinus fays, that the markets and 
port of Conftantinople brought in twenty thou- 
fand crowns a day, which comes to one and 
twenty millions nine hundred thoufand livr 

ear. 

á It muft be obferved, that thefe duties were 
not uniform and alike in all places, nor with 
regard to all commodities and {fpecies of mer- 
chandife; for by a law of the Code it łs faid 
to be twelve and a half per Cent. 3 whereas 
Cicero {peaks only of the twentieth part, or 
five per Cent. z- and Quintilian, who is fol- 
lowed therein by Symmachus, reprefents it as 
byt two and a half per Cent, 








x Die. L. $- 12. 

Y Siquid indebitum per cerrorecm folventis Publicanus ac- 
ceperit, retro cum reftituere Divi Severus & Antoninus re- 
fcripferunt.. Dir- E. 26. $. uii- 

=z L 7. De većtigalibus. Orat. sn Verrem. 
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CHA P. A. 
Of feveral other Duties or Fmpefts: 








A Ueuftus Cæfar exacted the twentieth part 

of all fucceffions, leg cies tius and 
donations on account of death; unlefs the 
heirs, donees, and legatees were extren ely 
poa', or very near relations of the deceated. 
He pretended to have four. a Meme@ir about 
this impoft armenp the papers of + 











, pins Cuefar 
his adoptive father: but it was fo very difa- 
gereeable to the people, that fearing it might 
excite a fedzicn. he wrote to the Senate to 
look out for fome other expedient for raifing 
the fund that was wanted, fince the twentieth 
gave them fo much difcontent*. In fine, fee- 
ing that the Senate came to no refolution upon 
the fubjeét, he laid-an impoft upon all eftates 
and houfes ; which obliged the people to fub- 
mit. to the impofition and payment of the 
twentieth °. 

This revenue muft certainly have been im- 
menfe, fince all the Romans made teftaments. 

The fame Emperor exacted lkewife the 
twentieth of the price cf all flaves that were 
fold <. Nero, under pretence of abrogating 
this impoft, did sothing but confirm it, only 
eafinge the purchafer at the expence of the 
feller: for whereas it was the buyer that paid 





a Dion Caffius. 
bXithilinus in Auguflo. 
© Sustonius in Aug fie. 
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the twentieth bef +e, he ordered that for the 
future it fhould bæ tre feller “. 

Now as the ¢areateft part of the eftates of 
the Remans, ard their chief traffick confifted 
in flawes, this duty could not fail of bringing 
in a prodigious fum. Tacitus relates, that 
Pedianus had above four hundred flaves*. Pli- 
ry mentigqms fome private men that kept a 
much P.ecater number of them. A gramma- 
rian ramed Daphnis was fold, according to 
this :juthor, for above {eventy five thoufan»d 
livres: and Calvius Sabinus, as Seneca relatus, 
coft his meter fave and twenty thoufknd li- 
vrest. “i rue it is indeed, that Dion Cafizus 
doth noc agree with Tacitus with regard to 
the quota or rate of this laft ir-noft; for he 
fays, that it was only two pa ‘ext. and was 
defigned a..d anpropriated for the pay of the 
Przecorian troops. 

Auguftus laid alfo another impoft of one 
per Cent. upon all eftates real and perfonal, 24 
provifions, commodities and merchandife that 
were fold either wholefale or by retale. The 
people petitioned Tiberius ta eale them of this 
tax, but he refufed todo {#@:*. This fund, ac- 
cording to Tacitus, was appointed for the pay- 
ment of the army. 

















4 Veétigal quinte & vigefimz venalium mancipiorum 
reiniffum ipecie mapis quam re, quia cum creditor pendere 
cogeretur, in pretium emptoribus accrafcebat. Tacit. 

© AnnaL I- id- 
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C HAP. XI. 


Of the Money which the Romans drew from 
their Enemies und from War. 


H EN the Romans had fubdued na- 
tions, they were not always fatisfied 
with carrying off their money and treafures, 
bu fometimes fold the people themfelves. 
Tius cuftom is very often mentione# by Livy 
in wis Hirftory *: the money that accrued from 
thence was called Captive Money, Captiva Pe- 
cuni. 

Such as hai merited the fmaller kind of 
Triumph, called Cyetion, paid for thar ho- 
nour a duty which Livy calls Argentum Biga- 
tum, in allufion to the form of this triumph, 
irs which the conqyeror was carried in a cha- 
riot drawn only by two horfes abreaft®. But 
we may form foine judgment of the riches 
which their conquefts brought in to the Ro- 
mans, by the quantity of triumphal gold which 
appeared at Rome upon thofe occafiong ; that 
is to fay, by the quanrity of gold and filver 
which the conquerors made a parade of in the 
pomp of their triumphs; for they never en- 
‘ePed the city in triumph, but they made a 
fnew of the fpoils and money taken from the 
enemy *. Now from the time of Romulus to 
the death of Auguftus Cvefar, I find that there 








£ Tey. Lav. L 10. ü- £6. 
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were atout three hundred and twelve tri- 
uinphs. 

Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus relates, that Tar- 

qurt the Proud triumphed over the Sabines, 
and that he brought from the war to the value 
of fourteeen hundred thoufand livres of booty ; 
befides his having diftributed fixteen hundred 
ounces of filver to each foldier «. 
Panicius Gurfor, who vanquifhed the Sam- 
nites, brought back from his vi¢tory and car- 
ried in his triumph at Rome, three hundred 
fixty-fix thoufand fix hundred livres, whch. 
were put into the Exchequer, nething being 
given among the foldiers °. 

The triumph of Curius and Fabricius was 
fet off likewife with a very rich booty f. 

In that of Scipio Africanus., after the con- 
grelt of Snain, there was. as Livy rchaies, a 
million four hundred uurty-four thoufand two 
hundred livres z. 

‘The fame Scipio, after the defeat of Anni- 
bal, had in his triumphthirteen millions three 
hundred thoufand livres: «nd Appian, who 
takes a delight in defcribing this triumph, af- 
fures us, that there was a, prodigious quantity 
of gold and filver, part ¿n bullion, and part 
coined : but he doth not fpecify the fum " 

‘The fame Appian fays, that Scipio Nafica, 
after he had taken and deftroyed Carthage, 
brought from thence and difplayed in his tri- 
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umph a confiderable quantity of gold anc H- 
ver i. 

Pliny the Hiftorian relates, that rhe fame 
Scipio, after the reducing of Numanin -save 
twenty thoufand and eighty livres to every fal- 
dier ~“. 

The triumph of Paulus Æ milius,: defcribed 
by Paterculus, fupplied the Tre:fury with fix 
Std thirty millions. Though Rimy am} Livy 
do not agree-as to this fum ', yet Pliny affures 
us there was fo great a quantity of filver, that 
the People of Rome left off from. that time 
to pay the Taille or fubfidy upon Jared ™: and 
Suidas relates, that there wete found thirtsy 
millions of livres in the treafures-of King Per- 
leuz, 

The fame Piy writes likewife, that Sylla 
(after he had grayrfed paece to Mith ridatts) 
brought out of Afia two hundred and thirty 
thoufand marks of filver, and thirty thoufand 
marks of gold». 

Paterculus, fpeaking of Pompey’s triumph 
after his Afiatic conquefts, fays, that there was 
a greater quantity of gold and filver fhewed 
in it, than had been feen in any former tri- 
umph,-except that of Paulus Æ milius®: and 
Přutarch pretends that -there was a great deal 
more than in this laft. Appian writes, that 























ìà Ibid c. ult. 

k f1i/?. l 23. 6. ER. 

© has Utete Be 

“ A quo tempore populus Romanus tributum pendere 
defit- 

"= E LRE Appian. Mithrid. c. Te 

© Magniticentiflimum de tot Regibus per biduum egis 
tmamgphuin, longèque majorem omni arte fe, Ulatà pecu- 
Ria, piıæterquam à Paulo ex manubiis intuit. 

Pompey 


—_— Wit 
ae ‘9 F C4 
CF spittin 
Fy AN 
i= A e AA \ 
= f s ~ VRA) 
Ea IAO pA 
itu sg z) 
4 < A j 


AA 
C 
Ment of 7 





of th ROMANS. 


Pompey brought ten times feventy thoufand 
favre hundred and ten talems of filver 3; which 
amounts to an immenfe fum. ‘The fame hi- 
ftor'sn relates, that Julius Czefar carried in his 
tris nnh RXty-five thoufand talents ”. 

Bèñdes shis triumphal gold, the Romans 
‘took LEkewe -1l the gold and filver they could 
from their enzmies. Appian affirms, that Pau- 
tus #Emilius Made all the gold and filver b¢é 
thrown into an heap, which he had taken pf 
the fpoils of feventy towns and cities that he 
had reduced and ruined *. 

Sylla @sndemned and forced Mithridates to 
nay yke charges of the war. Scipio Afiaticus 
obliged Anticchus to pay down five hundred 
talents in ready money 3; two thoufand five 
hundred after the treaty was yatified by the Se- 
naie ; and rine thoysf4nd iv hundred in twelve 
years . 

Scipio Africanus made the Carthaginians re- 
{tore to the Romans all that they had taken 
from them, or the value in money for things 
that were no longer in being: and obliged 
them befides to pay two hundred Eubæœan ta- 
lents a year for the fpace of fifty years‘. There 
are an infinite number of other the like ¢exam- 
ples, which it would he too long to enume 
rate. 
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C-H A P. XII. 


OF the Money which ibe Romans d ew. p `sgex 
their <tllres. 





Of the Coronary Gold, or the Galen Crowne 
\ N THEN the Romans had gained any 


fignal victory over their enemies, their 
Allies were ufed to fend them prefents of 
Crowns of maffy gold. Livy wriates, that 
upon the Romans having, vanquifhed tke >am- 
nites, the Carthaginians {fent ambaffadors to 
congratulate them on the occafion, and prefent 
them with a goldtn crown that weighed five 
and twenty pounds 

After Cneius Manlius had routed and fub- 
dued the Galatians, feveral Kings and various 
People fent him crowns of gold, each in pro- 
portion to their riches; and he received no 
fewer than two hundred °. 

Quintus Flaminus, upon his viétory over 
Philip of Macedon and reftoring liberty to the 
cities Of Greece, was prefented with ewo hun- 
cred and fourteen =. 

Julius Cæfar received likewife on different 
occafions eighteen hundred twenty two golden 
crowns, which weighed twenty thoufand fous 
hundred and fourteen pounds‘. 
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After the Emperor Claudius had reduced a 
confiderable part of Great Britain under his 
fubjection, the nations of Spain and Gaul pre- 
fented him with golden crowns of a very great 
valie fuftus Lipfius, who corrects this paí- 
fage, fhewe in endeavouring to rectify the text 
and reftore the true reading of the hiftorian, 
that the crown which was given by the hither 
Spain weighed feven hundred pounds, and the 
other nine hundred. 

T heíe crowns of gold, according to fhe 
opinion of Feftus, fucceeded to thofe of lau- 
rel, which were ufed before, 

Cscero urgeth it by way of reproach to Pi- 
fo, that he had demanded and exaé¢ted fome 
of thefe crowns irregularly and unjuftly > and 
that it was not allowed for Cenerals of the ar- 
my {fo muzh as tQ accept cı them till the ex 

piration of their command, in order to ferve 
for a grace and ornament of their triumph. 
Dion Cafius relates that feveral Generals, who 
had no juft pretenfions in point of merit, did 
yet prevail with Mark Anthony and Auguftus 
to grant them the honour of a triumph, łn 
order to get prefents of crowns of gold under 
that pretext '. 

T hele crowns, or this coronary gold, which 
in the beginning was perfectly free and vo- 
jJuntary, came after it had gained the credie 

d authority of cuftom on its fide, to dege 
norate into an impoft and tribute. 



































e ‘Triumphales Coronz funt quæ Imperatori viétori au- 
fez præferuntur, quæ prifcis temporibus propter pauperta- 
iem laureæ fuerunt. 
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Auguftus Cæfar, as Dion relates, guined the 
heart of the Italians by excufing them from 
the charge of the gold which they were ufed 
to furnifh for thefe triumphal crowns and 
Spartian obferves that the Emperor Adrian 
was much commended for having difcharged 
Italy entirely from the fame contrioution, and 
leffened the burden and expence attending it 
very much in the Provinces of the Empne. 

Julius Capitolinus relates, that the Emperor 
Antoninus Pius reftored to the towns and cities 
of Italy, all the coronary gold which they 
had prefenred him by way of compfment on 
his adoption, and fent back alfo half of the 
fame gold to the Provinces. 

We read in Ammianus Marcellinus, that 
the town and country of Tripoli fent ftatue 


of gold tothe Emperor Y Jonriniam Guides ob- 
ferves, that the KRhodians had no fíubfidy 


charged on their lands, and paid no Taille, 
becaufe they were an independent and ftovereign 
people: but they had a cuftom of fending 
every year a crown of gold by way of pre- 
fent to the Romans, confidering, them as their 
allies. 

Procopius in his Hiiftory gives us an ac- 
count, that Theodatus King of the Goths en- 
gaged himfelf to fend the Emperor Juftinian 
every year a crown of gold that weighed three 
hundred pounds £. 

Appian relates, that at Sylla’s funeral, his 
friends carried above two thoufand golden 
crowns, which he had been prefented with by 
the towns and legions which had been under 
his government and command. 


€ De Bello Goteteo, l. 1. 
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An aacient Infcrrption informs us, that Au- 
guftus Cæfar had received above a thoufand 
of thefe crowns, and that they weighed five 
and thirty thoufand pounds; which amounts 
at least to the value of three millions five hun- 
dred thoufand pounds. 

The Moapiftrates of cities and towns ufed 
to offer them to the Emperors by way of ma- 
king their caurt, generally embracing the oc- 
cafion of iome public rejoicing for that pur- 
fe t 
The Kings and Princes that were under the 
prote&tiinn of the Roman Empire, adopted 
the fame practice, and had the like view in 
their prefents of crowns i. 

Aulus Gellius takes notice, that crowns of 
gold ufed to be fent to the Emperors in order 
t fet off and embellifh thelr triumphs *. The 
Jews, according to usa aarne author, were not 
exempt from this kind of tribute. Act laft the 
Emperors Gratian, Valentinian, and Theodo- 
fius meade an Ordinance „hat this coronary gold 
fhould not be exaćted from any perions or 
communities, but fuch as. were accuftomed to 


pay it’. 
h L. 4. Cod. Theod. 


à L. ult. C. eod 
=“ £:i16.¢ 6 EF L. 17. & 6. 



































* Ad collationem Auri Coronarii placuit neminem abfqre | 


coníuetudine edie cogendum. L. unis. C. De Auro Corp- 
nario. 
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Of the REVENUES 


C H A P. XIII. 


Of the Prejents or Free @#1ts which were 
voluntarii sade to fOe Emperor 





H E Senators of Rome, and even the 

People, ufed to prefent the Emperor 
with gold by way of new-year’s-gifts. This 
was done (as it is likewife at this time) on the 
frit day of January ; and the Emperor on his 
fide did not fail to return the compliment, 
and exert his liberality in the like prefents. 
Dion Caffius relates, that when Auguftus Cæ- 
far’s palace was burnt, feveral private perfons 
offered him large fums towards the expence 
of rebuilding it; but he refufed them aiid 
contented himfelf with taking a crown of gold 
(worth about five drachms) from every corpo- 
ration or community, and a drachm an head 
from every private perfon +. 

The Princes and People that were in alli- 
ance with the Romans fent alfo money, troops, 
hories, ammunition, and provifions, on occa- 
íons that offered. Examples of this kind oc- 
cur frequently in the R--man hiftory. 

Theie voluntary co «tributions were made 
chiefly when the State was under any difficulty 
or diftrefs. When the Romans began to give 
pay to their troops, which happened at the 
fiege of Veii about three hundred fifty-two 
years after the foundation of Rome, there was 
a noble emulation between the People, che 
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Knights, and the Senators, who fhould con- 
tribute moft to the paymen: of the troops». 

During the fame fiege of Veii, the Knights 
obliged themfelyes to keep every one of them 
a horfe at their own exnenc?: and the People 
made the like offer co vye w th the Knights =. 
After the Gavls had laid Rome in afhes, all 
the Roman people contributed towards the rc- 
building of tne city: and the work was car- 
ried on with fo much ardor and diligence, tat 
it was entirely re-edified within a year , and 
there appeared in the buildings a much greater 
regularity, beauty and magnificence, than had 
been foen betore ". 

After the battle of Cannz, which had re- 
duced the State to the brink of ruin, all the 
cirizens of Rome offered, 2nd ftrove with one 
anotner which fuioulu Ai carry all the money 
and plate they had to the Exchequer. The 
very Ladies facrificed to the public good all 
their jewels and ornamer.ts 3 fo that the ordi- 
nary receivers were not enough to enter in the 
regifters the names of fuch as came to offer 
and bring their money to the Treafury °. 

‘This admirable zeal for the public fervice, 
this cordial fympathy with the State, and har- 
mony among one anot ier, that reigned in the 
whole body of the people, is the ground and 
reafon why Afinius Pollio faid in Tacitus, that 
the money of private perfons was a real re- 
{ource for the State °. 

” TH. Liu: 1. 4. n EO: 

e J. Liv. L g: 

* sd l gñ 60. GT L 6 m d 

€ Ider. 

f Aliam apud Smpiones, aliam apud Fabritios pecuniam ; 
fed cuntta ad Rci publicam referri. Annal. l. 2. 


H 3 Tacitus 
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‘Tacitus relates, that Gavl, Spain and Italy 
vyed with one another in offering to fupply 
Germanicus with-arms, lorfes, and money, 
in order to recruit his army and that he ac- 
cepted the arms nd horfe , but.detlined ta- 
king the mcney z. 

We may raitk likewife among the Free 
Gifts, the money that came in ro the Imperial 
ccffers irom fuch as left the Emperors their 
he rs, either ın whole or in part. Nero al- 
tered the nature of thefe bequefts, and of mere 
voluntary legacies, as they were originally, 
converted them into downright impofts and 
real tributes , ordering the eftates and effects 
of all that made a teftament without leaving 
the Prince their heir for fome fhare in their 
fortunes, to be cenfifcated °. 

Augutftus Cafar, when ahy thing was left 
him by will, gave it at firft to the neareft re- 
lations of the deceafed : afterwards however, 
during the laft twenty years of his life, he 
drew very confiderable fums from the tefta- 
ments that were made by particular perfons in 























his tavour But good Princes generally de- 
clined making ufe of this way to enrich them- 
felves. 


To thts muft be add}d the liberalities of fo- 
reign Princes, of which there are fome extra- 
ordinary inftances ; fuch as ot Attalus King ot 
Pergamus, who left the Roman People his 

* Certavere Gailliæ, Plifpaniw, Italia, quod cuique 


PromMpium ceat, arma, cquos offerentes ; quorum Jaudato 
ftizclin, Germanicus, armis modo & ecquis ad bellum fum- 


ptis, prlepria pecunia militem juvit. Axzxal. }. 2. 

P Suetonius in Nerove. 

i uatuor decies millies ex teftamenth amicorum perce- 
It. Naeromiuws in Mugufle, €. 16. 
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heir. The fame tning was done by others, 
to fay nothing of Mafinifla King of Numi- 
dja, who put his children under the protection 
of the State, with «n entire and abfolute de- 
pendance on the eafure of the Romans “. 














C H A P. XIV. 
Of feveral extraordinary ~-Impofts. 


Uegultus Cæfar exacted the eighth penny, 
or twelve and a half per Cent. of all 
the effects and eftates of perfons that were 
enfranchifed +°. 

‘The Emperor Flavius Vefpafian laid an im- 
poft upon urine’. His fon Titus not relifh- 
ing tins kind of- .a«, be held one day a piece 
of the money that was the produce thereof 
to his nofe, and afked him if it had any ill 
{mell -< 

Servius Tullius laid three forts of duties up- 
on the people of Rome. The firft was a piece 
either of gold or filver, of different value, ac- 
cording to the diverfiry of their condition and 
circumf{tances, which they were to pay for eve- 
ry new-born child ; aid this was put into the 

















k Appian, Tit. Livius. 
2 Dion Caf: l. 48. 
> Suetonius in Vefpafiano, c. 23. 
< Juvenal alludes to the avarice and the queftion of Vef- 
fafian ir thife verfes: 
; Lucri bonus cft odor ex re 
Qualibet, illa tuo fententia {emper in ore 
Verfetur, Diis atque iplo Jove digna, Poctz. 
Sat. 14 
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Treafury of Juno Licinia. The fecond was 
a piece of money which é€very citizeh, when 
he came to the age of mznhood and put an 
the habit, paid and carrieu to the Freafury of 
Venus. The third wasa 1 ' piece, which 
was paid for fuch as died, and was put into 
the treafurv ot the Goddefs Libitina å. 

There was aliO a certain duty thac was le- 
vied as well in gold as filver, called Chry/ar- 
girum. It was impofed upcn beggars, upon 
hailots, their affiftants and fervants, upon per- 
fons enfranchifed, upon cattle, horfes, dogs, 
and other beafts of ferv*ce, as oxen, myks and 
affes. A man and a woman paid a crown a 
head ; they paid as much for a horfe, an ox, 
or a mule, and about a quarter part for an afs 
and a doz. ‘This duty was exacted alfo for 
urine, dung and ordure 5; fo that the farmer 
manager of this odd fort of impoft mignt fay 
almoft literally, Murum in ftercore quero-. 

Conftantine Mianafiecs agrees with Cedrenus 
as to the nature of this tax ; but he adds, that 
ic was abolifhed by the Emperor Anaftafius ‘*. 
Sozomen in the third Book of his Ecclefiafti- 
cal Hiftory makes Conftantine the Great ro 
be the author of this im,.oft. E‘vagrius does 
not agree with him in ‘hat particular; but he 
affirms that there was as much follicitation ufed 
and intereft made for -he farm of this nafty 
and infamous kind of excife, as for the com- 











a Dionyf: Halficarnaf7. c. 4. 

e Cafiod. Var. 

t -Chryfargirum fuftulit Anaftafius Imperator, quod erat 
ut omncs viri, foeminz, pueri, fervi, liberi, nummum ar- 
genteum, nomine ilercoris & urinæ, fifco darent, itení 
muli, equi, boves. 
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mand of an army, or for an office of judica- 
cure *. 

There vas anoth:r impoft laid upon ufurers, 
upon curtefans ane their arents, Pimps and 
procurers of yoy people of either fex, and 
others concerned in the like infamous kinds of 
trafhck. This was levied every four years, 
and was called Aurum luftrale ". 

Caligula lai excifes upon all provifions and 
eatables in gene1il, that were fold either by 
wholefale or retate at Romei. We did not 
forget lewd women, and condemned them to 
pay ¢very day as much as they received ata 
time. 

He laid likewife upon the ftreet-porters a 
tax that was exceffively hard and infupporta- 
ble: ıt was the eighth penny of all that they 
got by the day. In fine, ^ne went fo far as 
to lay an impoít even upon marriages. 

Hie exaéted the fortieth part of the value of 
all eftates the title whereof was litigated, and 
of all effects and fums of money that were 
fued for at law: and there were penalties de- 
nounced againft fuch as fhould be conviéted 
of making an accommodation with their ad- 
verfaries, or Of givin% up any of their rights 
or pretenfions *“. 














& Hioc munus colligendi ambibant non aliter quam mi- 
litarem aliquam Plefeéturam, aut civilem Magiitratum. 

* Coyactas, Tit. EQ: Le 12. God. 
™ i Pro eduliis quz tota urbe venirent, certum ftatumque 
exigebatur. Suetonius in Caligula, c. 40. 

k Prod litibus atque judiciis ubicumque conceptis quadra- 
gcefnna fummze de qua litigabatur, exigebatu:; nec fine 
pæna, fiquis compoluifle vel donafle negotium convince- 
retur. Lbid. 
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See now another artifice and effect of the 
malice of this monfter of ruelty. File would 
not fuffer his Ediéts to b: pofted up in the 
public places and treets, that by rearon of peo- 
pie’s igncrance of their coi ts, there might 
be the more violations of them, and confe- 
quently me  confifcations to his profit. When 
the people made a great clamor. Orr this ac- 
count, and prefied him to pwsiifh them, he 
cated them indeed to be eng aved, but it was 
ui Char.cters fo very fmal\ that it was not 
poifibte to read them '. 

When Auguftus Crtar was declated Gene- 
ral of the forces of the Commonwealth againft 
Mark Anthony, the Senate of Rome, as Xi- 
philznus relates, :affed an Ordinance that al] 
the world fhould contribute the twentieth part 
of their eftates towards the charges af the wa , 
and that the Senators over and above this tax 
fhould pay four oboli (about the value of five 
pence) for every chimney of the houfes which 
they either owned or rented, as well within as 
without the city. Dion Caffius in his account 
ot this tax rifes much higher than Xiphilinus, 
and fays that they paid ‘ive pence for every 
tile upon the houfes whi h they had either in 
the town or country. 

It happened temetime, that private perfons 
procured grants from the Prince giving them 
the fole privilege of felling a particular fort of 
merchandife or provifions : and for this exclu 
jive privilege they paid a fine which was called 
Jus Vonopoli v. 

















" Suetonius in Caligula, c. AN. 


© Gothofred. Supp. L. unic. C. De Mon oevoliis. 
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Sometimes alfo the Emperors robbed the 
Gods, anc plunderrd their temples of all the 
gold and filver thatuhad been offered in their 
honour, or confecrated to their fervice. Dion 
Caffius relates, vaat Auguftus Cæfar being, in 
want of money to make war upon Azthony, 
feized on al! the ornaments, treafdles, and of- 
ferings that he. found in the temples of Rome, 
Italy, and the Provinces that were in his in- 
tereít, or under E's command. 

When they did not firft dire&t, they often 
after igrds countenanced and authorized fuch 
exactions. ‘There is a remarkable inftance to 
this purpofe in Licinius the freed-man of Ju- 
lius Caefar, and his Procurator ın Gaul 5 where 
he had alone all the jurifdi€tion which is now 
wnder the French government divided between 
the- sa. CF Aides, and the Chamber of Ae- 
counts. To enhance the taxes of the people, 
he altered the form of the year, and made it 
to confift of fourteen months, becaufe the peo- 
ple of the country paid the Romans a certain 
and conftant tribute every month »., Some 
time after, Licinius being accufed of extor- 
tion, reprefented to Auguftus, that if he had 
plundered Gaul, it wis only to raife him mo- 
ney, and deprive at ft fame time the people 
of the country of the .1eans of revolting. The 
Emperor approved his apology, and inftead 
of punifhing him, looked upon his exaétichs 
as an Important fervice done to the State. 

It muft be obferved, that the Romans al- 
ways kept a very confiderable fund in referve 
for the neceffities and urgent affairs of the 
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Republic. Titus Livius calls ty Syrum Vices 
fimarium >. 

Appian relates upon ths fubjeét that there 
had trom ancien tunes L7en a rich treafure 
repofed in the temple of Saturn at Rome; 
and that when it was there depofited, terrible 
imprecations had been made a2gainft tuch as 
fhould offer to take it thence, uinlefs it was to 
maintain a war againft the Celtze r. From 
this paflage it appears evidently enough, that 
this treafure referved for the greateft diftreffes 
and extreme necefflities of the State, we de- 
figned more particulefly for wars with the na- 
tions of Gaul. Julius Czfar however feized 
upon it, and car ied it all away, faying, that 
fiance he had ful dued thofe nations, and re- 
duced all Gaul into fubjeétion, thoie impreca 
tions had no manner of relation to hiM, who 
by his conquefts had fully anfwered the end 
for which the treafure had been at firft depo- 
fited. 

It is impoffible without fome horror to give 
a juft defcription of the terrible actions done 
by Anthony, Auguftus and Lepidus, during 
their Triumvirate. App an writes, that An- 
thony laid all kind of ta es in the meit arbi- 
trary manner upon the r lations and friends of 
Cicero , who in the t rror they were in for 
fear of being fufpecéted of holding intelligence 
with him, paid them immediately. 

Thefe three Tyrants demanded at firft and 
actually feized on all the real and perfonal 
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əftates that they could find in eighteen of the 
cicheitt ard moft emunent towns in Italy '. 

They ferofcribed feveral citizens, whom 
they did not look upon os their enemies, pure- 
ly to get money from them-:; and they invol- 
ved in their profcriptions above three hundred 
Senators, and two thoufand of the Equeftrian 
Order, who were deemed the moft wealthy 
perfons in Romae‘. It was at this very time 
that the Province of Gaul broke out into an 
infurrection, on a-count of the excefflive im- 
pofts with which they were opprefied and im- 
poveritied *. i 

Italy being in a manner ruined by their 
exactions, they mortgaged tae impofts, ex- 
cifes and cuftoms upon goois exported and 
imported, for feveral years, :n order to fup- 
piy themfelves with ready money for their oc- 
cafion ». 

They rewarded every fave that broughe 
them the head of a profcribed perfon with the 
fum of ten thoufand drauchms, befides his li- 
berty, and gave five and twenty thoufand to 
freemen for the fame fervice. He that pre- 
fented Cicero’s head to Mark Anthony, had 
two hundred and fifty thoufand Attic drachms 
given him for a recon pence“. “They expofed 
the real eftates of all hat were profcribed to 
fale: but the thing, was fo odious, or the title 
‘O precarious, that no body cared to bid fer 
them, and they could not fmd a purchafer 
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They taxed fourteen hundred Roman Ladies 
the richeft in the city, tò pay zve hundrec 
thoufand talents ; which a nounted to four and 
twenty millions ©; creyns. “They taxed alfo 
above an hundred thoufand perfons, as well 
citizens as {trangers, and even thé very priefts, 
for the payment of exorbitant fums. Thefe 
lait were in the war of the Gauls -vliged to 
pay the fiftieth part of their cftate, and one 
year’s entire revenue. 

Caffius on his fide did nœ fcruple making as 
great exactions, as weil upon the inhabironrs 
ot Tacdicea, as on thofe of Tarfus, from 
whom he extorted fifteen hundred talents. 
T hefe la, in e~der to raife the fum demand- 
ed, were reduce l, after having fold all the ef- 
fects and eftates belonging to their Corpora- 
tion, and even thofe that were appropriated 
to the temples of their Gods, to fell likewife 
their boys and girls. 

The fame Caffius having taken Rhodes, car- 
ried off all the gold and filver that he could 
find in the temples, and all the effects of the 
inhabitants ~ 

Fie cbliged all the “rovinces of Afia to 
pey hiniin two years tie tribute which was 
cue trom them inten: nd thefe advances 2 
mounted to abave an .undred and forty mil- 
lons, according to che calculation of Juftus 
Lipfius. 

Brutus icized or the treafure of a petty 
Princes in Afa, ant caufed it to be ccined. 
l le rook away likewii: all the gold ana filver 
that he found in Patara - and yet he caufec a 
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Mave to be hanged for having difcovered his 
mafter’s srrajure; and difmiffed the mafter 
-with his money untouched 

By the help of all thofe€é exaćtions, Brutus 
and Caffius were very well enabled to brag, 
that they had on their fide the finews of war, 
that is to fay, money in abundance, whilft 
their eneMies vere prefied with great wants in 
that refpect. 

After the defea of thefe two Generals, Au- 
guftus beftowed thc richeft towns of Italy up- 
an his foldiers, and drove our the inhabitants, 
who by that means were difperfed into ali 
Quarters of the Empire. He excufed this pro- 
ceeding by the neceffity he was under of gra- 
tifying and contenting the feldiery ; for the 
greate{t part of thefe towns hid done nothing: 
againft him to incur his difpleafure, and de 
ferve fuch a treatment. The defolation of thefe 
towns, and the miferable fituation of the in- 
habitants, is defcribed by Virgil in his firft 
Eclogue ~“. 

Auguftus, under pretence of borrowing the 
money for a time, feized on all the treafures 
that were kept in th: temples, thofe of the 
Capitol, and other co. fecrated places z. 

Anthony and Aug iftus were jointly con- 
cerned in laying new «ind further impofts on 
-he people in order to defray the expences of 
„ie war again{tt Sextus Pompeius. I[t was on 


tris <rccafion that Mark anthony was told. 

















x Ibid. c. 10. Ibid. C. 26. 
Y At nos hinc alii fitientes ibimus Afros, 
Pars Scythiam &-rapidum Cretæ veniemus Oaxem, 
Et penitus toto divilos orbe Britannos. 
= Appian. l. 5. C. 3- 
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that if he was minded to double the fubfidioc 
and taxes, he oughr at the fame tint to fup- 
ply the people w.th two fummers, two au- 
tumns, and a do.v'!= h~ veft. 

They ordered amorg other things, that all 
matters fhould pay tweive drachms and a half 
for every {flave they had: and they exacted a 
certain portion of all eftates of perfs decea- 
fed, of all legacies and trufts, which raifed 
great difcontents and heavy clamours among 
the people +; 

Nero took three parts in four of the affirs 
and ef{tates of all enfranchifed perfons after their 
death. Hie robbed the Gods ind pillaged their 
temples. Lə ne er difpoted of a poft or em- 
ployment, but le faid to the pe:“on to whom 
it was granted, when he gave it him: Jou 
know what I mujt have; take care that nateody 
elle have any thing 

Fie ordered all rhe tenants of houfes to pay 
the value of their leafes into the Exchequer : 
and exacted three kinds of money, Nummum 
afperum, Argentum poftulatum, Aurum obrizum. 
To multiply the number of confifcations, he 
was for making a law, that all words {poken 
again{t the Prince fhouk be deemed and pu- 
nifhed as high treafon 

‘Tiberius before him had ualzen it into his 
head to make it a capital crime fo, any body 
either to go into a place of ili repute with |; 
piece of money n which his Image wes 

a Ibid. I. =. © 8: 


= = > - -~ a ae ` * nal =s 
> Nulli deic gavit officia ut non adjiceret, Scis quid a vihi 


opus fit, & hoc agamus ne quis quidquam habeat. Sucton. 
an Nerone, C. 12. 


Suetonius ib. €. 44. 
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amped or to itrike the vileft flave that had 
any of INs coin about him 

The fame Emperor confifcated the eftates 
of {ome Guaulic and Spariilh noblemen, purely 
for the fake of their riches, and fupprefied the 
privileges of feveral private perfons °. 

CaNgula, to make people buy the fame pri- 
vilege twice over, iffued out an Ediét, by 
which all ftrangers, whofe anceftors had ob- 
tained Patents of naturalization and denizen- 
fhip, if they were beyond the firft degree of 
rmrason in the direét line, were declared in- 


capable of enjoying the yights of Roman ci- 
tizens °, 











CHAP. XV. 


Of the Revenue urifing jrom Salt, Mines, 
Treafures found, Rive-s, the Sea, &c. 


T Fi E Exchequer was entitled to a moiety 


of all treafures that were found in facred 
places, or in fuch as belonged to the public, 
or held of the State or Prince. If any per- 
‘ap found a treafure i: a ground belonging to 
the Exchequer or the Demefne, and did not 
give notice of it, he was obliged to reftore 
‘he whole, and pay likewife as much more 

we ee Dargain. 

T and Suetonius elate, that one Cæ- 
lius’:$atius fent Nero word that he had found 


Idem in Tibe io, c. Ay. 
> sSdem in Cal: vind ge. 16. 
7 £ 1.9 9. 5. De fare filci. Frider. Imberat. Quæ 
nt Regalia in-visbus feudorum. i 
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a vaít treafure in Africa > ; and that he believed 
it was the very farie which Dido Queen of 
Carthage had hid there ‘ormerly, to prevent 
its falling into the hands of Pigmalion *. This 
fine {tory found credit: 7ith Nero, and tne ad- 
vice flattering his paftions made him give 
a loofe to his extravagances, and in a fhort 
time fquander away all the wealth of the Em- 
pire. 

With regard to falt, the Cenfor Livius, lay- 
ing a new excife upon this commodity, gained 
himfelf the additional name or cognome of 
Salinatof. 

Private men ~x._re not allowed to fell any 
fale e, which fhews that aii the .xlt-works be- 
longed ta the State, and that the Government 
fixed a price for rhe fale. “Phere were feveral 
forts of it; for befides that which wns made 
with fea-water, anc! what they drew from falt- 
fprings, there was likewife a mineral falt 
which was got out of the earth; and women 
convicted of certain crimes were often con- 
demned to thefe falt-works °*. 

The duty upon falt could not but yield an 
imnmenfe produce, confic :ring the neceffity of 
the commodity, and tk: vaft extent of th» 
Roman Empire. 

Appian writes, that lome people of Illyria 
furrendered themfelves to Auguftus Czefar after 
holding out a fiege of two years, for want a 





bdb Suetonius in Nerone. 

© Glifcebat luxuria fpe inini, confumebanturquc \ cteres 
Opes quafi oblatis quas multos per annos pruaigec.et ~v di- 
vitiarum expećtatio inter caufas pauperta'is publics erat. 
Tacit- elannal. 1. 16. 

á £. rt- Ce De većtigalibus, 

e Pomponius, L. 9: Y- De capti ‘is. 
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falt.  Thefe falt-works were let out to farm: 
and Cafiiodorus fays thar the traffick and {tale 
of the fait was in ancier. times one of the 
chief fun¢étions and Rune pal bufinefs of the 
Superintendant of the Revenue. Cicero in- 
forms us alfo, that the Roman Knights kept 
a great number of officers in the falt-warks, 
for the better managing of them to advan- 
tage f. 
All rivers, and fea-ports, the banks of rt- 
vers and the fhores of the fea, depending: on 
countries fubjeét to the Empire, belonged tọ 
the Roman people: but notwithftanding all 
their ambition, the Romans were of opinion 
that the fea `ughp to be as free ns the air 
This deterr nation of theirs is made ufe of by 
all the Princes and States of Europe, to op- 
pofe the pretenfions of the Portuguefe, with 
regard to the navigarion of the Eaft Indies +, 
againit thofe of the Span.ards, in relation to 
America ; againft the Venetians, with regard 
to the Adriatic Sca or Gulph of Venice, aver 
which they take upon them to affume a do- 
minion, and claim it as their Demefne or pro- 
perty > and again{f the pretenfions of the 
Danes, who are fo. appropriating; to them- 
felves the feas of Norway, and the ftfeights 
Or paflage of the Sound. 

The Romans had abundance of Mines, 
from whence they derived an immenfe reve- 





























f TIRU Ga 3- Carer, D. 13 fF. De Publicaris. Variar. 
Bin I eF. 3 

& koran quae populus “Aomanus Mnpcrikm kabet, po- 
puli Romani cfl: crbitror4 maris vero Communem uium 
omnibus ut ačiis. u, L I3. Neguid in loco publico 
vel itinere fiat. 
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nue. Polybius writes, that there was one of 
them in Spain near Caı:hagena, where they 
Kept above torty tFoufanoc men connually at 
work. 

Pliny relates, that tere was another near 
Verceil in Piedmont: bit the undertakers were 
ítinted to the number ef five thoufand work- 
mens; becaufe if they had enrployei more, 
the whole mine would in a fhort time have 
Deen exhautted ", 

Befides their mines of gold and filver, they 
had others likewife of chalk, of iron, Copper 
and lead which the Emperors farmers fet to 
undertakers, as they did alfo the excife and 
TSAI <Ciuicih.. > 

Ihe Emperors took a tenth o: all the pro- 
duce of ihe quarries of marble. Spain, ac- 
cording to Strabo’s account, afforded a vaft 
number of them: .vit there were ftil] greater 
quantities of marble drawn from thofe of Illy- 
ria, Pannonia, Thrace, Macedonia, and the 
Provinces of Gaul *. 

‘There was no want of quarries in Italy, 
but as Pliny relates, it was torbidden to open 
or work them by expreis order of the Senate. 





= L. 33. cap. a. 
‘LZ. 13. f- De Publicanis. 

Cujacius SS Jerat. fuper “tt. 6 L. 11. Cod, 
© Saabon. l. 13. 
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CHA PB XVI. 
Of Loans ann borrowed Money. 


T5 the greateít diftreffes and prefing occa- 
{fions of “the Commonwealth, there were 
always found private men that advanced large 
fums upon loan to the State: but if the con- 
uiftion of the public affairs was fuch, that it 
was impracticable to rep3y the creditors the 
whole fum within the time thar had boon fbi 
pulated, the Sennte ftill took care to do it at 
different tits and in feveral payments ; and, 
except in the cafe of an utter inability notori- 
ous and viole to all the werld, they ever kept 
the public faith and credit untainted ; which, 
if well managéd, is the ureft, the readieft, 
and moft plentiful refource of fovereign Pow- 
ers. We have a very fignal inftance of this 
good faith mentioned in Livy. Several pri- 
vate citizens of Rome had advanced a great 
deal of money for m: intaining the war againft 
4.nnibal: and as afte.:the fatal battle of Can- 
aw, it was impafiible tor the State to pay off 
she debt ans clear with the creditors within the 
‘ime fettlen and agreed on when the money 

ris. bDortowed, they fill orsicred, notwith- 
ftancing the difficulties urder which they la- 
bou.-d, inat the whole debt fhould be dif- 
Charged at three payme its . 


a Decreverunt Pz..-es, t tribus penfitationibus ca pucu- 
mia. folveretur., L % GG. il 
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After the Carthaginian war, when the Ro- 
mans could not fatisfy aad pay off the State- 
creditors with reacy money, the Senate or- 
dered that they fhould we paid the value of 
their debts in lands, to be reftored afterwards 
to the State at the optisa of the creditors, if 
they chofe rather to be paid in money, ata 
time when there was a fufficicnt fund in the 
J realury *. 

It muft be obferved in this place, that Cor- 
porations, when they were over-loaded with 
debts, had the liberty of felling their eftatc3, 
and might alienate or make over their lands 
and other poflefMfir:is to tveir cr cditors, jn fuch 
a proportion as was fufficienc ¿u difcharge the 
debt. 

** [Iz France it is now a difficult matter to 
procure a licenfe of this kind from tbe King 3 as 
appears from the cafe of the Communities of Pro- 
vence, who have been often refwfed Juch a per- 


oni fsfion. | 


















> Cum privati wquum poftularent, nec tamen folvendo 
ærc alieno Refpublica effet, quod medium inter zequum é& 
utile erat, decreverunt ut quonia n magna pars corum agros 
vulgo venales elfe diceret, & fihimet emptis opus efle agri 
publici qui intra quinquagefim m lapidem citer, lls COpir 
heret. Confules agrum eftim.aturos, & in jugera affes va 
ctigales, teftandi cansi, publicum agiu impofituros, ut 
fiquis cum folvere poffet popules pecuntainm habere quam 
agrum mallet, rcflitu ret agrum popula Tir Liv... 
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C H A P. XVII. 
Of the great Exa€lions of the Romans. 





Lurtirch relates, that Paulus Æ milius plun- 

dered all Macedonia and Illyria. Julius 
Cæfar carried off all the the gold and filver 
that he could find in Spain, atid did not fo 
much as leave any in the temples. Inthe time 
or his firft Confulfhip, he tock three thoufand 
pounds of gold cut of the Capitol, ard put in 
its {ftead the fame quantity of brafs gilt over 
flightly enougu . He fold Corporations and 
Kingdoms, and took from Prolomy Gx thou- 
fand talents ». 

Xiphilinus writes, that the Emperor Tibe- 
rius having fent for Bato King of Dalmatia, 
afked him the reafon whv' that Province had 
broke out into an infurrection, and revolted 
from his Empire ; and that the other an{wered 
him in thefe words, hVhy do you fend wolves 
and voracious beafts ta keep your flocks, inftead 
of dogs and fhepherds . 

Tacitus in the Life of his father-in-law A- 
gricola, who was Governor of Great Britain, 
aicribes the revolt of the Britons to the excef- 
five taxes and burdens laid upon them by the 
loman. What they call g verning (faid they) 
1s plundering, cutting the peoples throats; and 
whr. tbey bave reduced a very populous country 
to the condition of a fri btfut defart, they call it 


= 








a Suetonius in Ty 0, € : 
> Xiphilinus. 4 si 
I 4 paci- 
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pacifying a country‘. They complained that 
inftead of one King; which they had betore, 
they had under the Romans two Tyrants, the 
Governor who fhed their blood, and the Pro- 
curator who drained their fub{tance™”. 

Strabo relates, that the Romans laid tributes 
upon uncultivated and defart iflands. The ifle 
of Gyara was a very fmall one, and irhabited 
only by a few poor fifhermen ; yet they im- 
pofed upon them a tax of a hundred and fifty 
pounds a year. The miuferable fufferers, un- 
able to bear fo heavy a burden by reafon of 
their fmall number and their extreme indi- 
gence, fent a deputa*fon to the Emperor Au- 
sanus œ get -acufed of `œ third part of the 
tribute. 

The actufation of Verres, and he defence 
of Fonteius, in Cuicero’s Orations. ferve for 
proofs and monuments of the rapacioufnefs of 
Roman Governors. Sometimes indeed they 
were proiecuted for their raptnes and extor- 
tions, but the Provinces which they had plun- 
dered and oppreffed were not thereby relieved, 
nor fared the better on that account. Juvenal 
gives us a defcription of tne infolent and op- 
prefflive admuniftration of one Marius, who 
had the Government of Africa °, and who iz 
probably the fame that is me=tioned by the 
younger Pliny f. This Marius, according to 
the account given 2f him by the laft of thefe 




















© Trucidare, rapere falim nominibus Imperium, atque 
ubi folitudinem faciunt, pacem appellant. Tacit. 
_ 7 Pro fingulis Regibus nuxc binos imponi, ex quibus 
Legaitus in fanguinem, Procurat.r in bona feviret. Jd. 
- oat. il. 
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authors, was convicted of monftrous extortions, 
condemned tu pay a «aft fine to the Exche- 
quer, and then to be banifhed from Italy 3 but 
nothing of the plunder that he had made was 
ever re‘torew to the fufferers, or applied to the 
cate and relief of the Ptovince. 

Cilicia was a very poor Province, and be- 
fore it wis fubdued by the Romans, was inha- 
bited only by robbers and pirates ; yet Capito 
and Junius Tutor found in it quarries for their’ 
avarice, and made it the icene of thofe acts 
of viclence, oppreffion, and extortion, for 
which chey were condemned. Juvenal on that 
occafion gives a very fino lećture to the Go- 
ernors of Prcvinces : but he eemplains im- 
mediately after, that all thefe examples had 
fo little effet, that they were not able to re- 
{train the greedinefs of thofe that tucceeded 
the very Governors that had been punifhec: for 
their depredatiors ”. 

This Satyriit finds fault with the Romans 
for their treatment of Kings and Princes that 
depended on the Republic, fleecing and de- 
vouring them to the very marrow of their 
bones . 

Fie accufeth them of committing even cru- 
-l'er exactions in times of peace, than in che 
rage of war*. and advifes them, for their 

z Expettata diu tandem Provincia cum te 

Rectore:n accipiet, pone irx frana modumque, 
Pore & avaritiæ, miferere inopurm fociorum. 
Rcfpice quid moneant leges, quam fulmine jufto 
Et Capto & Dutor ruerint. damnante Senata, 
Pirátæ Cilicum, Fc. oar. S. 
* oc. guid dammatio confe.t, ES r Jbid. 
4 Offa vides Regu-n vacs exhaufta medullis. bce. 
k iKketcrebant navibus altis 
Occulta fpoir. & p' ues de pace triumphos. J6rd. 
own 
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own intereft, to moderate their avarice, to put 
a ftop to their rapine and opprefiions, and ufe 
more humanity in their treatment of muiuferable 
but warlike nations‘. 

We have already related in another place 
the ftory of Julius Cæfar’s freed-man; who 
after he had pillaged the Provinces oí Gaul, 
where he had been employed as the Prince’s 
Treaturer, was artful enough to extricate him- 
felf dexterouffly out of a very ill affair, and 
make a fuccefsful apology for his extortions. 
He is accufed of having imbezzled the public 
money, and robbed the people under his go- 
vernment to fill his owi. coffers: he takes this 
etfectua: moid to fave hhimfelf;, he carries 
Auguftus to his houfe, fhews him all tne gold 
and filver that he had {fcraped together by vi- 
olence and plunder, and gives him up all the 
booty ; he is acquitted by this means ; and the 
Emperor, that fhould have been his judge, 
becomes his accomplice. 

We may properly enough in this place take 
notice of the ravages committed in the fury of 
the Civil Wars. What numbers of “Towns 
facked$ and Corporations ruined! What mul- 
titudes af people deprived of their poffeflions, 
and driven out of their ~ountry, to make roof. 
for the foldiers, upon whom ineir lands and 
eftates were beftowed! ‘Tacitus, {peaking of 
the alteration made in the conftitution of the 
Roman State when the Commonwealth waes 

















3 Curandum imprimis ne magna injuria fiat 


Fortthuis & miferis: tollas cet omuc quod ulqiuim eft 
Auri atgu~ areenti, feutum Sladiyumque relingues, 
Fe jacula & gileam: ffoliatie. rma a perlunt. dal. &. 
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turned into a Monarchy ", fays, that the Pro- 
vinces were not at all forry for this revolution, 
vecaufe of the avarice of the Magiftrates and 
Governors which ufed to be put over them in 
the latter tin es of the Republic”. Salluft, in 
the beginning of his F:{tory of Catiline’s Con- 
ipiracy, laying open the wounds made in the 
Commonwealth, and the miferable fituation of 
her affairs through the deluge of vice and cor- 
ruption that had overflowed it, gives a {till 
more feeling reprefentation of the exceffes and 
violences that are the fubjeét we are treating of 
at prefent. Plutarch, in the life of Marius, 
fays, that fuch as ftood candidates and folli- 
cited for any poft in the Government, carried 
gold and ialver by bufhels into the Campus 
Adartius to purchafe publickly the votes of the 
electors : and Suetonius relates, that Czefar had 
{pent all his fortune in making intereft to get 
himfelf raifed to the honours and dignities of 
the Republic Now, as all confiderable pofts 
and employments were aifpofed of by the peo- 
ple, and depended on their fuffrages, the Ma- 
viftrates confequently, as well at Rome as in 
the Provinces, minaed nothing but how to 
get money and grow rich, that they might be 
adle to purchafe them on occafion. It is for 
this reafon that florace fays, the age he lived 
in was truly the Golden Age’? Juvenal fpeak- 
ing of the manners of people in his time :rt 








a Annual. l %; 
n Ob certamina Potentum & avaritiam Moagiftratgum, 


invaHdo legum auxilio, qua’ ut ambitu poftremo pecunia 
turbabantur. 


Aurea nunc veti fun fecula; plurimus auro 
Venit honos. 
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Rome, reprefents poverty itfelf as ambjtious, 
and money as the fovereiggn difpofer of~all 
things °. 

To all thefe accounts of the grcedinefs of 
the Romans, we may {till add the horrible 
abufe of confifcations in the reigns of the Do- 
mitians, the Nero’s, and other tyrannical Em- 
perors. Tacitus, in the Lif of Agricola, 
gives in very few words a lively defcription of 
the mifery of people, and the uncomfortable- 
nefs of living in thofe deplorable times. Our 
anceftors, fays he, faw in former ages to what 
an height liberty might be carried, and we in 
this fee all the extremities of flavery, being fr- 
rounded wiu: informers that debar us tke ufe 
both of our ears and tongues 1. 

Atter having given this account of the ex- 
aétions of the Romans, it may not be amifs 
to fay fomething of their .Publicans, whofe 
infolence, greedinefs, and extortions, under 
the colour of law and fhelter of an authority 
that commanded refpect, made ravages in the 
bofom of the Empire as in a conquered coun- 
try, and acted over again all the tyranny 
which it was the fate of people fubducd by 
force of arms to endure. WHiftorians kave not 
omitted on iome occafions to tranfmit to us 
particular accounts cf their violences and ra- 
piues. Titus Li7ius takes notice of the mif- 
demeanors which they were guilty of, and the 























> Commune eft vitium ; hic vivimus ambitiosa 
paupertate omnes. Quid te moror? omnia Romz 
Cum pretio Saf. =. 
a Sicut vetus ætas vidit quid uJtimum in libertate cflet, 
iia nos quid in fervitute, adempto per inquifitiones audicn- 
di ioguendiguet comniesciv. 
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hardfhips that the people tuffered from: then. 
during the fecond Carthaginian war; which 
che State was obliged to wink at in a conjun- 
cture when their neceffities were great, and 
their als was in danger. I fhall confine my- 
felf to a ingle inftance. 

L. Pomponius and M. Pofthumius having 
undertaken to fupply the troops with provi- 
fions, which they were to carry by fea to the 
army, in order to procure reimLurfements to 
which they had no right, took it into their 
head, not only to trump up and pretend to 
fhipwrecks that never happened, but:alfo to 
caufe real ones for the better concealing of the 
other that were purely fictitious. For this pur- 
pofe they put what they thought proper on 
board fome old leaky fhips, which their fea- 
men took care fhould founder, having little 
fhallops in readinefs to fave the crew. The 
fatter of thefe partners in the undertaking be- 
ing cited to Rome on account of this artifice, 
had recourfe to violence and force for his im- 
punity, and with the affiftance of his crea- 
tures and partifans, drove away the people of 
Rome that were affembled before the Capito! 
in order to judge his caule". 
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CH A P. XVIII. 


Of the Releafes and Abatements ef Taxes 
made to the Roman Peopl 


Ulius Cæfar eafed the people of Italy very 
J much, and made them confiderable lar- 
gelies `. 

Auguftus, after he had reduced Egypt in- 
to the form of a Province, brought fo much 
money to Rome, that the people were ex- 
ceedingly ezíed by it; for eftates rofe-in their 
price and value, the rate of interef{t lefiened, 
and Auguftus himfelf readily lent his money, 
upon good fecurity being given to pay him 
double the fum °. 

‘Tacitus relates, that Tiberius Cafar having 
declared that Cappadocia was able to pay the 
hundredth penny of all that was fold by whole- 
fale or retale, vouchfafed however to leffen the 
impoft one half, after he had taken away that 
Kingdom from Archelaus, and reduced it in- 
to a Province. Syria and Judæa petitioned at 
the fame time to have an abatement made as to 
their tribute <. 

in the reign of the fame Emperor, twelve 
frowns having been laid in ruins by the violence 
of an earthquake, this Prince difcharged them 
of all Gislidine. excifes and impofts for five 
> and moreover gave them confiderable 


























a Suetonius in Julia, C. 32. 

> Lern in Angufio, ©. 41. 
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fums to help them to rebuild their houfes and 
secover their loffes. 

The city of Sardis having been infefted and 
laid wafte by a terrible contagion, he excufed 
the inbubitar.ts for five years trom paying any 
impofts c e tributes °, 

The iame Tiberius gave a very fharp repri- 
mand to Æmiñus Rectius governor of keypt; 
who had fent him a great fum of money that 
had been levied without his order. J would, 
days he, have my /heep fheered, but not flayed *. 
words very remarkable, and related alfo with 
a {mall vatiation by Tacitus and Suecenius f, 
Tiberius lent the people of Rome money for 
three years without any intereft, and by that 
means regained in fome meafure their good 
graces and confidence :. 

Caligula paid all the legacies which his pre- 
deceffor Tiberius had left to the people of 
Rome. He fhewed favour to Italy, and re- 
mitted the hundredth penny payable out of 
eftates fold by auction in that country ®. He 
made confiderable prefents and grants to feve- 
ral private perfons that had been ruined by 
fire. He reftored entire Kingdoms to Princes 
that had been difpoffeffed of them, with all 
their revenues; and even went fo far as to 
make reftitution of what had been been re- 
ceived after the time that thofe Kings bad heew 
turned out of their dominions, as he did to the 
King of Comagena. 
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Boni pattoris ct oves tondere, non declubcre. 
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The Emperor Claudius exempted the Tro- 
jans from all impofts, excifes, and valt-duties 
for ever i 

Nero in the five firft years of his reign eafed 
the people in point of taxes, and took off the 
moít burdenfome of the excifes. He was even 
inclined to abolifh all the dutics in general that 
were levied upon the provifions, merchandife, 
and commodities, as well fuch as were of the 
growth and produce of the country, as what 
were imported from abroad *: but the Senate 
diffuaded him from putting; that defign in ex- 
cearrioane Hie difcharged all fuit6ors in the 
Courts of judicature of the duties they ufed to 
pay for the trial and determination of their 
cauies, and regulated the fees of Advocates. 
Fie thought the 'aw Papia gave too great en- 
couragement to .uch as made difcoveries ard 
gave informations of eftates, effects, run goapis 
and other dues belonging or forfeited to the 
Prince’s Fx.chequer: the reward of fuch in- 
formation as fixed by that law amounted to 
a moiety ot the value of the merchandife or 
other things informed of and difcovered ; he 
reduced it to a quarter part. 

Germanicus lefflened the fubfidies and tribute 
taat ufed to be paid by Cappadocia, to make, 
vs. Wucrus fays, the Roman yoke fit the lighter 
PON tnat Prov1.ice +j, 

Galba caufed all that had got exorbitant 
grants from Nero, or had been concerned in 
the diffipation of the Treafury in his time, to 
be profecuted : but nothing was got from them, 
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becaufe they were not able to refund ; thofe 
‘whom Nero had loaded with his favours and 
exceffive bounties being reduced to as great 
indigence as thofe whom he had robbed and 
plundered te enrich them 3 a circumitance ob- 
ferved >y Tacitus, and very remarkable in- 
deed = Galba vas naturally frugal and par- 
fimonious, but with regard to the public mo- 
ney, he was, as the fame Hiftorian fays, down- 
right covetous ". 

Veipafian, to keep the Sarmatians quiet du- 

ring the diffenfions that infefted moft parts of 
the Empire, took off the fubiidies ard tribute 
they ufed to pay ”. 
o Ammianus Marcellinus relates, that Julian 
the Apoftate hindered the tribute ufually laid 
on the Provinces of Gaul from being railed to 
an higher rate by Florentinus . 

This Emperor, according «> rhe fame Hi- 
fturian, took particular care, above all things, 
that nobody fhould be oppreif&! or over- 
charge by the impofts:. 

The Sarmatians indeed offered the Emperor 
Conftantius to pay all the fubGdies and tributes 
that they owed ; and under his government 
impofts and tributes were exceedingly multi- 
plied ©: Dut his fucceffor Julian diminithed 





= Juftiffimum vifum cft inde repeti pecuniam voi indg™ 
caufa erat, grande gaudium quod tam paupercs @orete sal- 
bus donaet Nero, quam quibus abitulifier, L: 17. 
æ" Galba pecuniz aliene non appetens, fuce parcus, pab- 
licæ avarus. Lib. 17. 

= Tacets, l. IQ. 

P Jib. 17. 

3 Obfervabat diiigenter ne quem tributorum fareina præ- 
eravarct, da 18. 


Idem, l. 19. 
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Of th REVENUES 


them confiderabiy, and remitted a great part 
of them to eafe an over-burdened people‘. 

Good Emperors frequently eafed thofe that 
contributed to the tailles and fubfidies upon 
land, and remitted the arrears which were 
due :. 

We read in Caffiodorus, that the rovinces 
of Gaul fubject to Theodoric King of the 
Oftro-Goths, had all the excifes and impofts 
charged upon them remitted, becaufe they 
had been harraffed and plundered by the ene- 
my and this good Minifter of a good Prince 
Eas preferved and tranfmitted to us an Ordi- 
mance, wherein the farmers of the Revenue are 
very ftrictly and exprefsly enjoined to evy the 
taxes upon the people without either exaétions 
or violence ”. 

The inhabitar ts of Syracufe were treate in 
the fame gracwus and gentle manner by Al- 
ric: and this King of the Goths writing, to 
them makes ufe of thefe admirable expreflfions. 
You have a Prince whofe favours and kindnefs 
naturaiize him in a manner with regard to you, 
and (what » ftill more agreeable to fubjeéts) whcfe 
inclination to do good increases in proportion as he 
advances in years”. This Prince caufed refti- 
sution to be made to the people of the Pro- 
vinces of the Empire that were reduced into 














t Indiéta funt tributa admodum levia, coronarium in- 
dultum, remiffa debita, multâ diuturnitate congefta, {qua- 
ta fifci jurgia cum privatis, veétigalia civitatibus reftituta 
sum fundis, abfque iis quos jure vendidere poreftates. 
G. L. wo. Tit. deo Zc 3 

“ Caffodor. Var. l: 3. C- 40. TJbid.l. 12. c. 8. 

Y Habetis Principem, qui vobifcum beneficiis probatur 
exoftus, & quod fubjeétis dulcius eft, augetur ingenio be- 
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nevalo cum ætatis augmento. Var. 1. 9. c. 10. 
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of tpe ROMANS. 


his fubjection, of all that had been levied up- 
on them more than the ordinary duties “, 
There is in Caffiodorus a Declaration of 
‘Theodoric, forbidding all the officers and 
farmers of his Revenue to exaét futbfidies and 
tributes spon the foot by which they had bcen 
regulatec, and on which they had been paid 
formerly `: anad we need only open the wri- 
tings of that great Chancellor, to find fome 
monument or other of this nature 

Theodoric at one time ovders the Direétor 
general of his Demefnne to remit all the reSidue 
and arrears of former years: and aves thefe 
words, which do him no little honour. #2 pat- 
ever we renit our people cut of mctives of corz- 
Palffion and humanity, redouids iz the end more 
amply to our advantage. cr the riches of a 
Prricve increale inthe fame prop rticn as he eafeth 
b s fubjefis ; and he is abundantly paid fer the 
bitute fondne/s he pews for the mea and preca- 
yous treafures that confift in money, by thofe of 
a nobler kind, which he gains by the weight of 
his reputation, and lays up in the efteem of man- 
kind». 

At another time this Prince remits the tailles 
and fubfidies on confiderations ftill more mov- 
ing. If xo relicf, fays he, be given to a perfon 
that is fatigued and crouches already undok a 
burden, he muft needs fink at lajt, and falir dous 
without any pofidility of rifing +. 

w Caffiod. Var. l. 6. c. 12, 14. 

= bid. l. 4. C: 18. 

y Illud amplius noftris utilitatibus applicamus, qvod mi- 
fericordi humanitate concedimus. Regnantis enim taculias 
tunc fit dkior cum remittit & acquirit nobiles :helauios 
famæ, neglećta vilitate pecuniæ. Ca/fedor. Far. l. 1. c. 6. 
_ * Si feffus onere minime relever, necefiitate cCogirur 
lacere pioftra:us. Lbid. 1. a c. 3%. 


— 


K 2 “Wee 


















131 


132 


“a 
iy 
sA \ 
7 = À, AÑ 
I> f 4 ] 
NEJ) . © \? 
3 
lie |E = - | |i 
13 \ * - Sil 
\ 2 A "Sj 


ae 
Of thee REVENUES. 


We meet in another place with a teftimony 
equally glorious to the Prince who gives it, 
and to the Minitter that deferved it. Theo- 
doric acquaints Caffiodorus with the fatisfaétion 
he had received in finding that he had caufed 
his orders to be executed exactly in the Pro- 
vinces, and that he hac in other refpeéts faith- 
fully pertormed on his part wnatever he had 
promiufed ; that is, that nobody had ever fuf- 
fered any injuftice during his adminiftration =. 

Ficre the people are alfo excufed from pay- 
ing the tailles and fubfidies, by reafon of the 
expences which they were at on account of the 
quarters and marches of the foldiers of the ar- 
my through the country. Be eaf, bave xo 
anatety, days he to thems; you are got out of 
the . bands of the farmers sand excifemen, the 
marches of the troops excufe you from all taxes. 
Lake infiruments of iron into your hands, but yet 
fuch as are proper to plough and cultivate your 
lands 3 arm yourfelves, but with goads to prick 
your oxen forward, not with weapons to repel 
violence ”. 

Durins the reign of Theodoric, poverty 
was a never-failing plea, and a kind of natu- 
ral privilege, which not only exempted them 

















-from thofe exorbitant duties which the inability 


of « poor man, baulking the greedinefs of 
fhe farmers and excifemen, fnatches as it were 
from their clutches: but which difcharged them 
likewife entirciy from every thing that the vi- 





a Ibid. 1}. 12. C. æ. 
> Nolite efle folliciti, evafiftis exigentium: manus, tribu- 
@€a vobis prælens adimit apparatus. Arripite ferrum, ied 
unde agros excolatis; fumite cufpices, boum itimulos, non 
furoris. Jdid. l. 12. C. çg. 
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olenteft thirft of the vileft lucre finds ftill 
means to fqueeze out of fuch wretches as are 
worth nothing. Take heed, fays this Prince to 
the farmers of his Revenue, in directing his 
difcour fe to his Great Treafurer, that you do 
zot become a worfe plagye to the people than the 
peftilences if you attempt to firip fuch as have 
been plundered already, and are quite naked and 
deftitute <. 

It was not the cuftom in. this Prince’s reign 
to lay upon others the duties and taxes from 
which fome were out of his ufual .humanity_ 
difcharged: he thought it deteftabic that a 
grace fhewwed or a recompence given toa de- 
ferving purfon fhould turn to the prejudice of 
the innocens ^. | 

The tailles or fubfidies upcn lands were ge- 
nerally remitted co towns taat had endured 
fieges, or been hindered from cultivating their 
land8 by the ravages of the enemy +. 

Some merchants and mariners that were 
bringing, corn from Sicily, having met with a 
{torm and fuffered fhipwreck, allowances were 
made them for all the corn that w.s loft £. 

Lampridius, Spartianus, Capitolinus, Vo. 
pifcus, Procopius, Zonaras, and the Tripar- 






















¢ Cave ne gravior fias peftibus, fi adhuc nudax velis 
exutos; calamitates non pavefcant qui arma timuerunt, rax 
pinas non fentiant poft prædones. Cafffod. Var. l. 1z2--.7. 
¢ Non inferri a quoquam volumus quod alteri noftra hu- 
reanitate remifimus, ne quod diétu nefas eft, bene meriti 
munus innocentis contingat effe difpendium. Jbid. l. z. 
C i7 
= Quid erim ab agri domino exigas quem eum non co 
luifle coguutcas 8 Lbid. l. 3. © 32. 
f Crudelitatis genus eft ultra naufragiu i i 
aufragi 
ad difpendia coger ib i. Sees yah: A n 
pS ecre, QU'OS inopem vitam immitia peri- 
¢ula probantur conceíūíle. 
K 3 tite 











tice Efiftory, are fcll of the like examples, 
which it would be too long to enumerate and 
recount particularly. It may be fufficient to 
obferve in the general, that all the impofts and 
excifes which had been laid in the dreary times 
and tyrannical reigns before mentioned, were 
at laft fuppreffed by a law of the Thecdteafian 
Code, which is the ninth of the famous Title, 
De infirmandis tis que fub tyrannis acla funt. 

** [LLe fame motives of equity which ferve 
Jor the ground and foundation of this law, make 
the Emperor JFuginian fay, that the impofts ana 
excifes which the misforrunes of war have intro- 
duced into a State, ought to be taken .off and 
aboli/hed in the calm and tranquillity os peace =.} 
After-all, it is certain that fubftdies or pub- 
lic revenues are things of indifpenfable necefmfi- 
ty > and we muft recur at laft to chat juft way 
of reaíoning exprefied by Tacitus in thefe 
words. There is no fecuring the quiet of nntions 
wwrtbout arms , there are no arms to he had 
without money, nor can troops be maintained 
without pay and there can be no pay without 
Jubjidies”® ‘There is nothing to be faid to this 
polisical dilemma. 


























a2 = Quod belli calamitas introduxtt, hoc pacis lenitas 
Jepet. Ta. unic. Cod. De Cauc. tollendis. 
_™ Nec quies gentium fine armis, nec arma fine f{tipen- 
diis, nec itipendia fine tributis haberi qucunt. Tacit. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
Of the mof ecenfiderable differences between 


the Revenues of the Romans and thofe of 


S rarmrce. 


MONG the Romans thev could not 

feize any man’s perfoi. and put him in 
prifon on account of the Taille; but could 
only come upon the land and fell his eftate. 
In France. the practice 1s directly contrary ; 
they impri.on people that do not pay, and ne- 
ver feize upon or fell the eftate, unlefs it be in 
Provinces where the Taille is real and tharged 
upon lands. | 

Such as did not pay their fubfidies at the 
term: that were prefcribed and fixed, were 
fometimes condemned to pay double: which 
is not the cuftom in France. 

The Tailles were levied by a third part of 
the annual afieffment at a time, c-zevery four 
months: and it is for this reafon tivi* the aç- 
Guittances given for them were ftilea Ona- 
drimeftres breves. In France they are levied 
Quarterly, that is to fay, every three months. 

‘The affeffment for the Tailles was made in 
the Roman Empire finee the time of Conitan- 
tine the Great, but every fifseen years: but 
in France it 1s made every year. 

The public or Imperial Demefne among the 
Ro-ans might be alienated irrevocably, and 
in a term of years was fecured by perfcription 
againft all claims of the Exchequer ; but in 
K 4 France 
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France it is inalienable, except with the reier- 
vation of a right of redemption for ever, Or 
of reverfion, upon the defeét of heirs male: 
but under the firft and fecond race of the 
Kings, it was alienated irredeemably. 

Among the Romans, the Patricians and 
Nobles were fubject to the Taille; but in 
France the Nobility, Gentry, and Cltrgy are 
exempt from that tax. 

In that Republic the commiffions for levy- 
ing the Tailles were fent in the beginning of 
September : but am.ong the French, they are 
iffued ont in the beginning of the year. 

Among the Romans fome perions were 
obliged to pay in gold, others in filver, and 
others again in brafs money ; and the pay- 
ments were pretty often madé in bullion, or 
Mm thefe different metals uncoined: which is 
not oractifed in France. 

In that Kingdom, when a fhipwreck hap- 
pens, all goods that are faved or thrown on 
fhore after fuch an unhappy accident, belong 
to the King’s Demefne, if not claimed by the 
Owner witim a year and a day: but the Ex- 
cf.cgder nad no pretenfions of this nature 
among, the Romans, 

At Rome the State.or Prince was always in 
the condition of a plaintiff: fo that if any bo- 
dy hada {fuit againft the Exchequer, he was 
either put into poffeffidi or continued in pof- 
feffion of the thing in queftion, till a defini- 
tive fentence was given in the caufe. The ve- 
ry reverie of this is the cuftom in France: 
the King never fues or pleads but with his 
hand full, that is, as being in poffef{fien, and 
nevcr as a petitioner or demandant. 

The 
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The Droit d’ Aubaine takes place in France, 
even with regard to the inhabitants of coun- 
‘tries that are in alliance with that Crown, the 
Dutch only excepted: but among the Ro- 
mans, all their allies that died within their do- 
minions might difpofe of their effects by will, 
and their right heirs fueceeded to their eftates. 

** [The Romans made great provifions, and 
laid up large magazines of corn for the fufte- 
mance of the people: and the Empirors iffued out 
doles from time to time, and diftributed gratis 
fuch quantities thereof as wvere_fufficient to fub- 
Sift above two hundred thoufand people. 

The Romans, in order to provitte for the fub- 
Silence pf the poor citizens, and for better fecu- 
ring the countries they bad conquered*, fent colo- 
mies thither, and drew thence very confiderable 
advantages, as well by means of the troops which 
they raifed ther: on occafions, as on a-count of 
the large (Applies of money which thofe volonies 
furnifbed them with in any exigence or neceffity of 
their affairs. The ufe of colonies is not known 
in France, nor ever pratiifed, but with regard 
to America. 

The Romans likewitfe diftributed 1. ids a nong 
the poer citizens. dn fettling the [bare to be al- 
lotted to particular perfons, they had a regard Yo 
each man’s ability: and they afked nothing ect al 
from the commen people, but to take care to fur- 
zib the Commonwellith with fubjeéis. This is nok 
practifed in France, nor do 1 remember to have 
mynet with the leaft trace of Juch a cuftom in ans 
other country. 

whe Romans drew their greateft revenue from 
their wiltories and conquefis. But now-a daysy 


a @*® Sigonius de Jure lraha & Provinciarum. 
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Of thee REVENUES, 


by the manner in which places are fortified, and 
by the articles of capitulation, which are always 
for the fecurity and advantage of the inhabitants, 
towns and places tbat furrender, neceffarily en- 
hance the expence of the war, without contribu- 
ting any great matter to eafe or make amends for 
its charges, unlefs perhaps in the cafe of frontier 
towns, the garrifons whereof may poffibly be main~ 
tained by means of contributions. } 

Among the Romans, the Treafury never 
paid any impofts, tclls, duties of entry, or 
cuftoms of import fo whatever was defigned 
for the ufe of the Prince’s houfhold ° In 
France, the wine defigned for the King’s ta- 
ble, the falt, and every thing elfe for the fer- 
vice and ufe of his houfhold pay the dutics. 

The provifians and munitions defigned for 
the armies and foldiery were free of all duties =. 
In France they are fubjeét to them, and have 
mc more exemption than others. 

Among the Romans, monopolies that is 
to fay, the fole and exclufive right of felling 
certain kinds of merchandife and commodi- 
ties, were 9° chted at firt upon the payment 
of a certo . fine, but were afterwards abo- 
lifb:< ¢ Che very name of a monopoly be- 
c- me at lait fo very odious to the Romans, 
tiat thè Emperor Tiberius being minded to 
ufe the word, durft not lo it, till after he had 
afxed leave of the Senan. 

The Ordinances of the Kings of France are 
very exprefs in forbidding all monopolies. 
«=~ ¢But thefe are derogated from in the cafe of 


b L. 8. ult. §. 19. f- De Publicanis. 
e D> L. oa. 
¢ L. unic. C. De Monopoliis. 
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Books.and Bookfellers, (to whom Authors have 
fold the property they have in their works) to 
whom the Prince flill grants exclufive privileges 3 
and in favour of fome Companies with regard to 
Jome foreign cqrmmodiities. | 

The lards of the Imperial Demefne, and 
thafe shat belonged to the Churches were all 
{ubject to the charges of the State among the 
Romans: bue in France thofe of the Demefne 
are liable to none. 

Among the Romans, vhen the Exchequer 
fold the lands of a private perfon, the abfolute 
property thereof was transferred °: but this is 
not the practice in France. 

The nafty, unfeemly, and tyrannical excifes 

which the avarice of the Romans jinveuited, 
newer were heard of, and are utterly unknown 
in France. 
The Kings of “rance generally give away 
all tce confications that accrue to thems; but 
it was not fo much as allowable to petition for 
them among the Romans“. 

The treafure of the Exchequer receives no 
acceffion in France from teftameritery fuccef- 
fions, which contributed fo much fill ca 
mong the Romans. 

It was not allowed among them to oorro? 
any money from the officers of the revenue $ 
whereas nothing is mae common in France. 

Sometimes they Torced the public farnye.s 
of the revenue to continue their farms, after 
their leafes were expired, upon the foot of their 


















Z. 2.5 3. Cod. De Quadrien. przfcriptione. 
£f C.- De petitione bonorum fublata. 
€ L. 1.9 12. z. C. De his qui ex publicis rationibus 
pecuniam acceperunt. 
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former articles". I have never found any in- 
{tance of fuch a practice in France. 

Judgments given and fentences pronounccra 
by Courts of judicature againft the Exchequer 
among the Romans might be reviewed, re- 
tracted and reverfed by them. any time within 
three years. In France the farmers, of the 
King’s revenue are obliged to proceed in the 
ufual forms, by exceptions, and petitions. 

The bonds and recognizances of fuch as 
were condemned to pay any fum to the Ro- 
man Exchcqucr were only obligatory upon 
them for their articular fhare, excépt in cafe 
of the infolyency of the other parties *. In 
France thefe bonds oblige each perfon for the 
whoie fum. 

Among the Romans the binding of each 
partner in a farm of the revenue for the whole 
fam due on account of the failles and other 
imports, was notin ufe. It takes place how- 
ever in France, in cafe of not mak ng up the 
tax-rolls, of infolvency on the part of the 
colleétors, and of omiffions in the levies. 

The farmers general among the Romans 
were frec ently perfons of illuftrious and no- 
ble ram’; s. We read in Tacitus, thet Ger- 

ejanicts, Cici fon to whe Emperor, went to 
evy cne taxes in the Provinces of Gaul, when 
-he legions mutinied '. ^`he Publicans in France 
ste uct. very fond of préwnding to be of fo 
socd families s and the goods of fortune ufu- 



































L. ead. ff. De Publicanis. i 
i L. unic. C. De fententiis adverfus fifcum retractar 13. 


k J.. Aufertur. $. w/t. f. De jure fifct. 
! Tacit.. Jnnal. l. 1. 
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aliy ferye to make them amends for their de- 
fects in birth and quality. 

Among the Romans, in cafe there was the 
feaft doubt in any affair wherein the Exche- 
quer was concerned; the law directed that fen- 
tence fhoula be gfven againft it ™: and Pliny 
in his Panegyric iays, that Trajan caufed this 
law To be ftrictly obferwed". In France they 
are much mere jealous of the Prince’s rights, 
and have good reafon to be fo; for it is the 
firft and moft importan point of juftice to 
maintain the rights of tie Cr n, ane. not 
give them. or let them bę inwded and taken 
away either out of varrity, or in a view of 
gaining the favour of the people, as the Ro- 
man #mperors did, who as they were railed 
to the throne only by election, had confequent- 
fy no better way to maintain themfelves in the 
pofieffion of it, but by flattering the paffions 
and gratify’ -g the interefts of particuia pe. - 
fons . | 
It fO0 zs as if the Romans had always 
** [more care than is generally taken in France 
to bave] money ready on all emergencies and 
mneceffities of their affairs to anfywer the occa- 
fions of the Strate. Sach was the rum wi- 
cefimarium mentioned by Pliny {%n was the 
three thoufand pounds of gold which Juliu 
€sfar feized on, as sSuetonius relates; anc 
fuch in fine was the `- -ney that Appian fecal: 
of, which had been defigned for the wars «t 
the Gauls. 

‘The Emperors that mot diftinguifhc:: 
thémifclves by their wiftiom and abilities, were 
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Of the REVENUES 
very faving of the public money: t. ey kd 


it down for a maxim that they could? not ma- 
nage their revenue with too much œconomy 
and frugality > fiance if they fquandered it 
away out of any ambiticus or other views, 
they fhould be obliged to iav: reeeurfe to vi- 
olent and oppreffive meafures te bring freíh 
fupplies into their treafury. f 

The Emperors generally kept immenfe fums 
in referve. Tulius Cæfar by his will left eve- 
ry Roman citizen a legacy of three hundred 
fefterces. Av-uftus eft a thoufand crowns to 
every foldier ot tic Przetorian bands, which 
were not lefs iv. numbe-> than ten thoufand men 5 
and three ’.undred crowns to every vne of 
thofe rhat ferved in the legions’. He be- 
queathed likewife feveral other legacies, {ome 
of which amounted to twenty thoufand fef- 
terces. This Prince had drawn up with his 
own Land, a particular account af all the re- 
venues of the Empire ^. 

When Tiberius Czefar died, there yas found 
in the Treafury near an hundred rnillions of 
money ; whitn Caligula his fucceffor took care 
to fquander away in lefs than three years tirne 5 
an xtra garce for which his nephew Nero 
thoughr na.. worthy of his admiration *. 

There muait certainly have been a vait deal 
‘f money ‘in the Excl -quer at the time of 
Flavius ‘’efpafian’s dest if we confider the 
l «&th of his reign, his exce. five avarice, and 
he great number of excifes and impofts that 











o Facit. Annal k 2. 

P Syeeftomius i7t ‘J ulio 33. Idem in Augufto 1O2. 

a Dion Cafius, Tacit. Annal. 

 Xiphilinus. Suetonius in Nerowe, C. 30. h 
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he had vied upon the people of the Empire. 
Titus that fucceeded him muft confequently 
have had fufficient means to gratify and in- 
dulge the generofity of his nature, and the 
{trong inclination which he had to be bounti- 
ful, and whielt r ade him look upon every day 
as loft, that had not been diftinguifhed by 
forme 15mMarkable act of his beneficence *. 

The avarice of his father had put him ina 
condition and fupplied him wherewithal to be 
liberal : and if he owed Ż'is virtues to nobody 
but himfelf, he owed how ever t Flavius. Vef- 














pafian’s faving, talents the caceeding, pleafure- 


he felt in making every day of .'s reign fome 
perfon or other happy; a pleafurc the value 
of which he feemed well to underftand, when 
he faid, Zhat no perfon whatevir ought to go 
away difcontented from the Prince’s prefence or 
conver/{ation *. 

There wa alo among the Romans an e 
conon y th c may be confidered as a kind of 
fund, whi h without any real addition to thofe 
of the Republic, was however a great refource 
for it on occafion, and enabled private perions 
to affift it with very confiderable ard feafona- 
ble fupplies. I fpeak of the regula «en mede 
by the Merarzan Law, Concerne, .c parti 
tion and diftribution of lands. Ac.crdii-g to 
che terms of that law, rpbody could cnjoy and 
‘held above five hupi ed acres cf kid, nor 
more than an hüncred bead of leree catea, oF 
above fve hundred of finell. fhe aumber 

of Maves or frecd-mcn, which every anc 


f Amici diem perdidi. Sxcton in Tito, C. 8. 
t Non oportet quemquam a fermone Principis trifiem 


difcedere. Suetonius in Lito, C. 8. l 
might 
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might have, was regulated, for fear the mun- 
titude of flaves fhould increafe beyond mea- 
fure, and exceed the proportion that it ought 
to bear to the number of the freemen. Thi 
law, though very wife in its inftitution, was 
the fource of almoft all the f ditions fhat in- 
fefted Rome, and proved ac ft a main caufe 
of the ruin of that flourifhing Republic 


CH i P. XX. 
Of the Sutlrinte.dants of thè Revenue 


among the Romans. 





Efough,the officers of the revenue feem 
to be very different in France, from 
thofe who had the management of it among 
rhe Ronmeans, yet thefe laft bore-a good deal 
of refemblance to the French, im refpect of 
their functions. 

The Romans had among them Superinten- 
dants of the revenue, whofe names frequently 





varied: hus authors do not well agree with 
onz anc.c.er:is tp the time when this office was 
rectec . 


U'pian tollowing the authority of Grac- 
chus Ju.ius, fays, tha’ in the reigns of Ro 
myilys 27d Numa, thes were two Superinten- 
fants of the revenue, and iaat they were cho- 
fen by -he votes of the peoole. He adds how- 
ever, chat the more com non opiniOn Wr, 
that they owed their inftitutinn to Tullus Hio- 


"T. de tas, Appian. 1, 1. de fetil. CrTi l Co Za 
(tilius: 
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ftiliug: but Dionyfius of Hfalicarnaffus doth 
not fay a word upon the fubject `“. 

Romponius relates, that they were not efta- 
blifhed till the revenue came to be increafed 
confiderably °: and he places them later in 
time than the K»sgs, the Confuls, the Cenfors, 
the Dictators, the Tribunes of the people, and 
the diles. Livy fays nothing at all of their 
creation. 

Tacitus feems to agree with Ulpian, and 

fays, that they were nítitured under the 
Kingss. At firft the Confule Lac the power 
of naming then: but the pe ple afterwarus 
affumed the choice of thefe ofhh.ers to them. 
felves ; which happened about fixty three years 
after the Mroonarchical Government was abo- 
lifhed. 
Livy obferves, that the Patricians were ae 
firft the only ~rerfons capable of being ad- 
vanced to tuais Office 3 and fays, that Valerius 
Pofthzemits and Æ milius Mamercus were the 
farft of th Plebeian Order that were ever in- 
vetted with it: which happened, :iccording to 
‘Tacitus’s account, a little before the flege of 
Veii ¢. É 

Thefe officers went along «yich t 3 trotps 
into the field, and were not uni ~ the Inten- 
dants of the army in France; only they had 

















2 L. 1. f. De offici: Quriioris. 

t L. z: f- De ongu = Jiris, Y 22. 

cua Mores fub Reg :bus ctiam inĝiiuti funt, gucd Icx 
#åfiata oftendit ab Lic.o Brato reperta; manfitquie Comfu- 
jibus poteftas delige “1 cos, donec eum quogue honorem 
populus mandaret. Annal. l. Q. 

> fos Bw n 31. 
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the abtolute difpotal of all the money, and re- 
gvulated all the expences of the war °. 

The bufinefs of their poft increafing, twe 
more were afterwards created > whofe particu- 
lar province was to take care of affairs at 
Rome, and they never ftir- from the city *. 
In procefs of time, they createa iikewife four 
others :. In fhort, forme yeafs after, Sytla 
created twenty, in order to fajJl up twenty 
Places, that were vacant in the Senate*. This 
poít was given at f.rft gratis; till Dolabella 
got an ordee:-ce to be made, that fuch as 
Trould be adv .ncea to it, fhould -pay every 
year out of neir ow. purfe, the charges of 
the combas of gladiators: but fome time af- 
ter they were eatfed of this expence. “Plutarch 
im the Life of Valerius Publicola fays, that he 
allowed the people to create two Superinten- 
alants cf the revenue, the firt of which were 
Publius Verrimius and Marcus Méiinutius, with 
the power of compelling all the citizens to 
contribute towards the charges of t e war, in 
proportion á their refpective abilities ; and 
that thev levied at that time an hundred and 
stany thou. nd tefterces of brafs, which were 
cepofitcet in he rernple of Saturn. This fhews 
that there `s a good eal of uncertainty as to 
the origin-d of thcie Superintendants. 














T reat funt Quæfores i om. mius & Mamerere ut 


em milit rem comisirentur. Anra :/. 1. Q. 

' Deir de giitcentibus negotiis duo additi qui Roma 
curarent. Tacit. Annal. l. y. 

© Mox duplicatur numerus ftir andiari jam telico o 
accidentibus Provincixum vectigalibu. Ibid. ; 


. Polt lene Sylle. wig'ne: creati fupplendo Sgpatui, cur 
fudicia t.. liderat Syria Ma. 
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Hov ever it was, two of them only refided 
conftantiy at Rome, and thede took care to 
enter in the public Regifter an account of all 
receipts and difburfements of money. The 
others were either ir the Armies or in the Pro- 
vinces, employed in the management of the 
public revenues, the impofts, and the money 
tha ¿mas made of tke booty taken from the 
enemy’. ‘They carried along with them a 
Secretary or Regifter, who entered all the ac- 
counts, and ferved for a .:ind of Comptroller. 

‘Thefe officers were called Oui.~ftors till the 
time of Auguftus Cæfar, Vho allowed the Se 
nate to create and chufe «€ Romo Superinten- 
dants of the revenue. “The Senate, as Sueto- 
nius relates, transferred all the power and,au- 
thority of that office upon the 'Pret6rs, and 
the Prætorians x. ‘Tacitus fays however, thar 
Auguftus gave leave for the chufinz of the 
Przfects to W Superintendants ; bur chat iri- 
bery bheing afed to gain fuffrages in this ele- 
ction, afd the corruption fpreading, they were 
afterwards trrawn by lot; and at laft, as the 
lot fell frequently upon perfons not well qua- 
lied for the poft, the Emperor @Tauctye mcg 
vived the office of Quæftors'. 3 hey did not 
long enjoy their power upon thr re-vttablith- 
ment; for the charge foon pated again into 
tæ hands of the Prefeérs and Pretdyvs3; and 
cof&tinued a good whils in the handsof lhe 
latter, whatever Pa icirol!us fays ta the ‘sontri- 
ry: for t is certaiı that before the reign of 
CfE and his r:turn to Rome, the Super- 

! Plin Tun. l. 2. fip a. 


* Suet. in Augujlo, C. 3. 
t Annal.) 13. i 
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intendancy of the revenue was entruftéd again 
to the care of tee Prætors m, 

The Quivftors were afterwards re-inftated jn 
their office 5 for Aulus Gellius relates, fhat in 
his time the chief direétion of the revenue wags 
in the hands of the Prz-feé: -f the ‘Treafury, 
and that it had been transferrea {om the Quæ- 
ítors to this Magiftrate Å. Now, as Armus 
CGsellius lived in the reigns of Adrian and the 
Antonini, it is very probable that the Super- 
intendants were conftrmed under thofe Empe- 
rOrISe 

Thefe Superantet dants were called Prefeé#s 
“EB rarii, an had a contentious jurifdiétion 3; 
tor they ji dged and decided all caufes' relating 
to the E.xcheguer °. 

Vopiicus fj.ys, that they were ftill fubfifting 
wo the time of the Emperor Aurelian: which 
however mult be underf{tood of thole Præfećts 
of SupeFantendants that réfided at Rome, and 
never quitted the city r. Dion Caiuse elsztes, 
that Auguftus revoked their comrsrmon, and 
fent Procurssrors fafcal in their ftead, who were 
ftiled Procuratores Cw/aris. Theile laft took 

oF ievying the tailles or fubfidies upon 
lanti, the ta: es and impofts of all Kinds, and 
in general. ah the rights and clues of the Im- 
perial D :meíne ". They were judges of all] 


Pr:æ tores wraril (nam tunc a Prztoribus tra€étabatur 


4u-rariunis pul.licam paupertatem qucili modixn_ publicis 


ein pies poltulaverunt. Tacit: H 7. 1. A. i 

* Per Quweflorens intelligi nun oportet Pro “ree JEra- 
mm 5s mam cura /Erarii a Quælori: us ad Practee ' [TPY 
elt. 4. Clk 1, 13 C 23. , 
° L. Cuin quidam. “2 De his quibus indignis, Ge. 
© fe a 3 a] 43- ; 
1 bsle 5. &. Ubi cau fsteales. L. 3- C eom 
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difpates and differences, wherein the Exche- 
quer was any way interefted or concerned ; 
and ibmetimes alio they had finall Govern- 
ments. Thus we find that Pontius Pilate wasg 
at the fame time Governor of Judæa, and the 
Emperor’s Precurator fifcal in the Province. 
Such were the various names and employ- 

ments which the Superintendants of the reve- 
nue bore till the reign of Conftantine the 
Great, who iuppreffed a.l thofe names or titles 

of office, and created two otier charges of. 
Superintendant 3 one of wich was {tiled C Orr #3 
Jacrarum largitionum, and the oiber went under 

the denomination of Comes rerum privatarum. 

dine firft had the adminiftration of all the pub- 

lic money ; the fecond had the cirecétion of the 
Imperial Demefne. The former paid the boun- 

ties and largeffes of the Emperor, which bè- 

fore Aurelias § cinze were diftributed BY cer- 

tain offices called Queftores Candidati , to 

whom fn ceeded the Queftores Ærarii, who 

were inftitured (as we are informed by Lam- 

pridius) by the Emperor Alexander Severus, 

and continued till the time of ConfUesine. 

This great officer was ftiled Camas, a new title 

of honour created by the laft mentioned Em- 

peror, and annexed by him to th- principal 

and moft diftinguifhed offices of the Imperial 
ff{outheld, fuch as that of Comes domezfticoruze 

equitum: EÈ peditum Fie was called Comes lar- 
£ilio-AIm, becaufe t ie greateft expence in which 

the -rors wer, involved after the. change 

ef tte Commonwealth into a Mronarchys was 
thedaree fes which they were obliged ro mihe 
from tin:c tc-cime, to ‘sain and preftrve the 
good-will of the people . 


£2 imus, l. 2, 
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This officer was honoured with the ftHe of 
Tllufirious, a dAifesnguifhed title, which was 
only given to the twcive principal offietrs of 
the Crown, as may be feen in the WNotztia Im- 
ferii. “The arms of his office were a red book 
upon a table, on the back wherenf was repre- 
fented a golden head of the Emperor betwesn 
the edges which were of goid ; the cover of 
the book was of filver, with borders of gold 
in the angles and extfemities: underneath was 
engraved the word Largitiones, with feveral 
pieces of gold and filver coin 5 and fome vef- 
tels or hettle coffers shat feemed full of the 
like pieces.. 





CHA PF. AAL 


OF the Officers employed under the Super- 
zntendant of the Revenue. 





THLE RE were in the Provinces feveral 

J “(arrs to reccive and execute the Su- 

Ņpirirtendant’s orders, who were diftinguifhed 
by the name at Falatini -. 

There were allo fix” officers called Comiites 
largitionum, whofe diftriéts were allotted in 
the Faft, in Egypt, Thrace amd Masedonia .. 
they paid the troops, and had only the tle 
of PuPtTifimi”. Their jur.tdiction w= much 


et the fame nature as that which the \, ot 
saides and the Chamber of the Lrealar , enw 
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joy at prefent in France’. “They went like- 
wife oy the name of Rationales, and were en- 
trufted with the care of levying the impofts 
and excifes. 

It may not be improper Juft to take notice 
on this occafion, that there were among the 
Romans five titles, which regulated the ranks 
or the perfons to whom they were given, or 
to whofe office they were annexed. ‘The firft 
was that of M/luftris s the fecond that of Speéa- 
bilis 3 the third that of Claréfimus , the fourth 
that of Perfectifimus; and the fifth that of 
fieregius. . 

The officers, honoured and diftmpuifhed 
by the title of Cosmites largitionum, fucceeded 
to the Procuratores Cæfaris, which had been 
inftituted by Auguftus t. 

The Superintendant had likewife under him 
feveral Intendants or Commiiuffioners of trade 
and commerse, called Comites commeratorumm. 
They- were the perfons that provided and 
boughs the furniture, goods, ftuffs, and jewels 
for the Emperor’s houfhold : and are called in 
the Code by the name of Negotiafores +. 

There were four Direétors or J««ermdtants of 
commerce ; one in the Eaft, who ferved alo 
for Egypt; one in Myfias; another for Scy- 
thia and Pontus; and the fourth in [llyria. 
T hefe are likewife fttled Merchants in the 
Code *. 





caufze fifcales agi debeant. 

G Finium regundorum. 

t an Cafffus, P 23. 

L. Negotiatores. OC. De excufat. munerum. 


In q.. De ¥.pifcopali, F L. r: C. De merx-atorilh--. 
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The Direétor of commerce in tthe Eaft 
purchafed filk, pretious ftones and woal; a 
pound of filk wis at that time worth a pound 
of gold. He bought alfo drugs and perftmes 
in Keypt . 

Thete Intendants of commerce had falaries 
from the State. There was only one of them 
in the Weft, who was fixed and. refided in U- 
lyria. ". 

The Treafurers or Receivers general of the 
revenue depended alfG on the Superintendant i 
The offices of thefe general Receivers were 
called Metropoles or Stationes. A purchafer 
had all manner of fecurity in what he bought, 
not only with regard to the officers of the ge- 
neral Receipt for the diftrict in which the 
thing fold was fituated, but likewife with re- 
gird to all others. If the Exchequer fuc- 
ceeded ro a creditor who had dwellings in dif- 
ferent general Receipts, the fur€mes were clear- 
ed and recognizances cancelled. “Thefe Re- 
ceivers or Treafurers were called The/aus arii r. 

The Great Mafter or Director gerreral of the 
mines was likewife fubordinate to the Super- 
intendant ef the revenue. This officer took 
care æf the vayment of all that was due to the 
IXxmperor on 'account of metals that were got 
out of the mines!; and he received for the 
gold that was found or. the fides of rivers or 
dug in the mines, at the rate of feven or eight 


E€ L. 2. Que vendi non poflunt. Vopifcus in lurgl. Plin 


n L. unic. C. De Annonis. 

- Soph. Antig. Judaic. L. 1. C. Pe Compenı. l 
L. +» C. Ne ficus. L. Dia. Q: De Suiceptoribus & 
metre CF L. ig. C. Theod. De diverit officiise 

t G. 2.9. L. Per annos. ©. De Metti 

{4-ruples 
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fcruples (z.e. feven or eight four, and twentieths 
of an ounce) in the pound. ‘she payment of 
this duty was made in gold duft, and not in 
sold refined =. ‘The firit was called Aurum ir 
Balucca > the feaond iort was ftiled Aurum obri- 
zum, and the fcrapings or parings of gold 
were termed Auriga. 

The Great Mafter or Intendant of the mines 
was created and refided generally in Illyria, 
where there were abunda nce of mines that af- 
forded great quantities of gold". Caffiodorus 
writes, that they were difcovered and firft be-. 
gan to be. worked in the 592d year after the 
foundation of Rome: and Pliny fays, that in 
Nero’s time they got out of them above fifty 
pounds of gold a day °. ‘This officer had fe- 
veral clerks or agents under him, who were 
employed in Myfia, Macedonia, and Dactsa 

In the Weft, this Director of the mines was 
called Comes auri: : and the Empe:iao Valen- 
tinian writing to him, gives him the title of 
Laudnbilitas tua. 

The Intendant of the Treafi-y in Egypt, 
who is {tiled Comes rationalis Ægypti, depend- 
ed in like manner upon the Superintenecnr of 
the revenue. Hie had the management and or- 
dering of the E{cheats, the duties on commo- 
dities exported and imported, and of all kinds 
of merchandife that came from Arabia ; which 
coít an infinite deal of money, according to 





Æ. De Metallis. £. Pollux. 

LTU Dead. 6. l. 5. - 
L. 33. c. 4. L. Procuratores. C. De metallari’. 
L. 7. C. Thed. I3 Metallis. 
a 1. C. De metal. Gergit. 
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Pliny ° 5 and the duties whereof, in proportion 
amounted to very confiderable fums °. 

There were in the Weft eleven of thefe In- 
tendants called Ratiovales, or Procuratores Cæ- 


faris. {Inthe Eaft there was none but. the In- 





tendant of Egypt; ior the bufinefs of the 
charge was done by the Provincial officers 
fiiled Comites largtiiczum. ‘YFacstus takes no- 
tice of feveral inftances to this purpofe f. 

The Intendant of tie linnen was alfo fubor- 
dinate to the Superintendant of the revenue. 
This poft took in a vaft diftri€t: and the of- 
ficer invefted with it in the Weft was called 
Comes Veftiarit *. 

Befides thefe there were alfo Great Matters 
of the Wardrobe, ftiled Rei private Magiftri : 
who were alfoeunder the direction, and fubjyecét 
to the orders, of the Superintendant of the re- 
venue =, 

The Intendants of the manufactures, who 
were called Procuratores Gyneczorum, and had 
the infpection over all the workmen emptoyed 
in making thé Emperor’s ftuffs, were alfo un- 
der the direction of the Superintendant of the 
Tawenie 

There were in the Weft fifteen of thefe 
mnanufacturies of ftuffs, and confequently fif- 
cecon Intencants. 


a Plufquam millics centena millia feftertium abfumcebant. 
Piece: d- 22. Geo 15 
- Miliiies quinquagies centcna millium aureorne am - 
Dilus- Ibid. 
fs 4 48. 12. Lamprid. in Alexand 
t f.. St uis ex corpore, C. De Mr Negiis. 
F Ve’. §. 2. 7. De auro & 2 gente icgateo 
f/x 2 C. De Murilegiis. J Private. C. 
ls & Gs a6 Vette. 
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The Intendants of the Dye-houtes depended 
likewife on the Superintendans ot the revenue. 
‘Them were feveral of them, and they were 
Called Procuratores Baphiorum. ‘There was one 
particu‘arly fixed at Tyre in Syria. Thefe In- 
tendants and the workmen employed in the 
dying manufacture gave fecurity at their ad- 
miuittance into their office or bufinefs ~“. 

The Intendants of the Mint were in like 
manner fubordinate to the Superitendant, ac- 
cording to Caffiodorus. They were {ftiled 
Procuratores iMonetarum, or ris Mag itftra- 
US”. 

To fay in this place fomething of their mo- 
ney: Six Aurei folidt made an ounte, and fe- 
venty two mace a pound of gold, which con- 
fitted of twelve ounces. Conftantine the Great 
caufed a crofs to be engraved on the reve {e 
of his coir, z.d rsifed the ounce of gold to 
leven Solidi ~. 

Lampridius relates, that the Emperor Zeli- 
ogabalus had caufed pieces of gold to be coined 
that weighed two pounds 3 but that Alexander 
Severus called theri in, and had them all 
melted down to be coined into fmaller pieces 
of the value of half a Solidus, on half a crown, 
and of the third part of a Sclidus of gold, for 
the convenience of the people, and the more 
ready and eafy- payment of the tailles and fub- 
fidics, becaufe a great many perfons fubjeét 


tor’ “> taxes were to pay only the third part 








©. Private. C. De Murilegiis. Lamprid. ix 
Alexe ndro. D. LL. > L. 19. wet. C. D£ vefte hol uferica. 
Eulebius Fitjtor. Ecclefia t. 
x Jax. C. De Anno. = 
Y f.. 2. Cod. Theodof. Ide `ondere auri. J wet. C. De 
veteri oek., da 1. G, Thre ad. 
or 
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or the half of a Solidus of gold; amownting 
the one to the eighteenth, and the other to sue 
twelfth part of the ounce of gold ”. 

The pound of filver weighed a Mma, and 
contained ninety-fix drachms, or ninetv-four 
Deuariz. It was divided like that of gpld in- 
to twelve ounces, the ounce into two States s 
or half ounces, the Stater into two Sicilici, and 
the Sici/7cus into two drachms +. 

A Solidus, ar crow. of gold called Solidus 
or Aureus, was equal in value to two ounces 
of filver: but the Emperor Valentinian funk 
the filvere-and ordered that five Solidi of gold 
fhould pafs in payments for the value of twelve 
ounces or «x pound of filver ». 

‘Tuc ourice of filver was worth ten pounds 
of brs; and twenty pounds of-brafs money 
wis eosi in value to a Solidus of gold *. 

Ihe neads of the Empeyprs were engraved 
upon their coin. ‘The coiners and their chil- 
dren were tied down to the mint in which they 
worked. ‘Thefe mintmen, in the Emperor 
4\urelian’s time, coined falle money, murdered 
their Intendant, and raiéed an infurrection. 
The people of the Provinces were obliged to 
furnifh coal fo; the forges of the mint: It is 
not certainly known hG@w many mints there 
were in the Eaft, but.. there were fix in the 
Welt °. 


z In Alexandro, . 3. De militari vefte. Z. Jubemus., 
C. De erogat. mifitaris annonæ. 

2 Pie. l. 33: © 0- | 

b_&. Quoties. C. De fufceptor. L. 1. IÐ wreycntam Ecio. 

€ L. ı De collat. zris. , 

d L. 2. Cod. Theod. De ponderib. Sc. L. at. De veteris 
nugmpr; telt. L. 1. C. Edicimasy EF L. ul’, De Marileg. 
wc. Suidas, Aurelius Victor V4 977 Cus, . Epir Opius. L. 2. 
De excufat. M&—rum. The 
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The Intendants of the Imperial carriages 
were fubjecét to the orders of the Superinten- 
dane of the revenue: they were called Prepo- 
fiti Bafragarum*. 

The Directors of the flax, called Procura- 
tores “2nificioxum ar Lymphariz, were alfo fub- 
ordinate to the Superintendant. ‘Their fun- 
ction or Bufnefs was to gather the flax, to 
keep it, and to buy. it, before it was worked 
in any manner’: théy were looked upon as 
little better than flaves. It is uncertain how 
many there were of thefe Durecétors in the, 
Fiaft ; but there were two in the Weft, the 
One at Vienna, the other at Ravenna. 















CHA P. XXI 


Of the Offices thut depended on the Super- 
zntendant of the Revenze. 


HERE were under the Superinten- 
dant eleven Offices, which the Romans 
termed Scriniaria. 

The firft was the office for the receipt of 
gold, called Scrinitm Canonum. Canon here 
imports the fame thing as tribute; and is the 
quantity of gold whim was texen out of the 
taxes railed upon the peov.e, and carried to 
the General Receiver’s office «cr to the Exxche- 
qv Bad what is called in Prance the fhare of 








Bafta;:a eft oncu- transferendi res pevlicas vel Principis. 
L. 3. Cod. I Cohor. l:bus. 

_* E I: C. -2e quibas .. “neribus. Z. Siquis G@ EAr- 
rileg. 
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Of the RKEVENLTES 


the Royal Treafury. The Preæfetus Prætorii 
kept part of the taxes in his hands to pay the 
local charges :'. 

The frit Commiffioner of the office! of the 
Receipt of gold, had the title given hın cf 
Perfeéiiffimus. The fecond was called Daœrns- 
ris, that is to fay, comenander*of two hun- 
dred men, clerks or folders. T'he- tħird was 
{tiled Centenarius, as having one hundred men 
under him. Next tog@enefe were the Secreta- 
ries, called Ep¥tolares, wko upon the Super- 
intendant’s orders wrote all the letters about 
levying the taxes and duties that were fent to 
the Governors.cf the Proysnces They had 
all falaries from «ws State, and were len in 
number, but there were two of them above 
the reft. 'a he fixth Commmiffionese of this of- 
fics -was {yat every year into Pho%cia, to hin- 
‘e.-thed Tandeftine commerce for purple». 
Tke tecond office confrfted of Regifters, 
Comiptroilers, or Keepers of the Rolls, ftiled 
ZTabularii~. 

Ihe function and bufinefs of thefe officers 
coniifted in drawing up the bonds, leafes, re- 
cognizances, and other inftruments for every 
thing that any way related to the revenue, the 
acquittances fo. fuch as were accountable to the 
Foxchequer and paid their affeffments for the 
tulles. There were a valt number of people 
employed in thts ofice. ‘The chief cf them 
was called Pyrzm cerius, and bore the -title of 
Perfeciffimus. “The fecond was calle: ioe- 
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narius, becauwfe he had an hundred perfons un- 
der him ; and was diftinguifhed with the fame 
üt of honour as the firit. 

There. were nine other officers or Clerks, 
who were emploved in the difpatches of the 
oftc:. and hai diferent falaries or ftipends ac- 
cording rp th: degreve of their poits “. 

The tnn fice was compoied of Commif- 
fianers appatnted to’take care of the accounts, 
and called Numerari.~. They drew up the 
{tate of the revenue, =:h rhe accounts of re- 
ceipt and expenfice ; called all that were charged 
with any receipt.to account ; and exercifed al- 
moft all the gunGjons of the gpfffcers of the 
Chambre des Compte. at Pare. There were fe- 
veraľ degrees of offic®.s in this office; they 
were advantéed to ghem gradually, ana when 
they came at iaft to be chief or Mra Zom t- 
fioners, they had the privilege of bo © Pa 
empted from turniff.ing horfes, and fending to 
the war any of that young militia which were 
called Zzrones °. 

The fourth office was that of the Commif- 
fioners appointed to take care of the gold bul- 
lion: and all the goid that was in ingots, or 
uncoined, was entered in the Books or Regi- 
{ters of this office‘. We fee by a law of the 
Emperor Gratian’s, that there were four ranks 
or claffes of Commiffiohers or @lerks in this 
office. ‘The frit kept an accou4at of the gold 
in bullior » the chicf of thefe ‘as called Prz- 
nice. tus Mafæ, and was honowred with the tı- 
tlesgf #erfesiifimus of the third rank. Fic 

















€ L. 9. C: D- Palat.1 cr tatgitior. um. 
e L. reat. C JPc Pala.. Cer largiNonum. 
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that was at the head of the fecond clafs, hac 
likewife the title of Perfectifimus, “The Arit 
of the third clafs was called Zertiocerizs,. Na 
he of the fourth Quxuartocerius. Befices shele, 
and interior to them in place ap. dignity; 

were fix other officers, and four Secfetirt 6,. 
whofe employment wgs ts write: lette,'s to the 
Governors of Provinces. 

The {fecond clafs of this ofice was compofed 
of fuch as were con cerned in manufacturing 
gold ftuffs for the 4erwice of the Emperor. 

In the third clafs an account was kept of all 


the fpecies of gold that were coined every day : 


Ang in mne; “he fourth clafs was compofed of 
goldímiths emple -eA in making vines, hrace- 
lets, and other ornar «ts, veffeis; anc all 
kinds «* >late in gola 

Fne fitı office confifted of Sach as diftri- 
te? a kept accounts of the gold affigned 
for the charge and expence of the Expreffes 
which the Emperors and the Generals had oc- 
cafion to fend into the Provinces and to the 
armies. It was ftiled the Scrinium auri ad Re- 
fronfum, becaufe the orders of the Emperor 
and the Minifters were termed Re/poi/a 3; and 
it is for this reafon that /ervire ad Re/ponfum 
figonifies to ex ercife the function of a Courier 
of the Cabinet". There were in this office a 
great many ‘\‘ommiuffiuners, Clerks, or Off—i- 
cers, fome of which had the tile of Perfeé&i/-~ 
Jimi, | 

The fixth ofi ce was that of the V rdrobe. 
T here were in i: three claffes of writer. and 
officers. 









S-=-Scrinu. C- D Palat. {3 ~ largit. 
h Procepi-s De ke llo VanAilieo. 
xs. Such 





ee en 
oe tok Sa, 
SZ SO 
v WAN 
Jà / r VA ' 
fs a 
NEJ) J ° j 
3 
ical a 3 Biis)} 
EA) è © Sij 
A E i= i} 


PN Sof, 
CSA 
de tet 
T of 2 


of «he ROMA NS. 


t. Such as took care of the cloathing of the 
trdops, anc kept an account of the cloaths 
whrth the people were obliged to furnifh for 
t' ler. nad of thofe which were 1ffued 
f the off.e and delivered to the Colo- 

As arn Gengral. af the army. 

2. Sugh as had the charge of the Wardrobes 
of the Emp r and the Emprefs. 

3. The }Vyicers who entered in books what- 
ever the Other Clerks>ér Commiffioners dic- 
tated. 

The feventh cfiice was that of the Empe- 
ror’s filver® plate, and was ftiled Scrinium ab 
argento.. | | 

T-tihe: eighth ofh re *7qg œ the workmen em- 
p!i- <d in making zv 4 rings, anc! a fart of 
flyer moi ey calle’. Wiilliarenfis, of * value 
of a tenth pfraof a crown or Solids, 
and wort. about two pence of our 
As it ferved for tiie payment of the troops, 
there was a vaft quantity of it coinéd. 

The ninth office was compofed, 1. Of fuch 
as kept accounts of the quantity and number- 
of the pieces of gold and filver that were 
coined at the mint. 2. Of thofe that went by 
the name of Vafeularii, and made the Prince’s 
plate. 3. Of the money-changers, called 4r- 
gentarti. 4. Of fuch as engraved, carved, and 
wtowghte the p ate, who were tiled Barbarica- 
rii. I1l:ere wre abundance of places and em- 
ploymer s Mi this office *. 

The .-inth office was com, ofed of the Re- 
gittes tha: wrote down ani entered. all the 

























i Suidas, Cedrenus in Lerte Icono; fach. 
laguault. f. De aus & argenta legato. 
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Acts of the Superintendant of the revin e, 
and the Judgments which he gave gn cafes. ear 
came before him. There was lik. wife. jt wheat 
number of officers employed in us buGn 

In fine, the eleventh office as that o 
officers ftiled Mi@tttendarit, wke were difakc.: 
on occafion into the Provinces o wpreis the 
Governors to levy the fuin >» and tayes. 
Thefe officers were very numerosws 3 and a- 
mongít the reft there was one that had the di- 
reétion of the Curriagcus-urth veisicles 5; that fet- 
tled and prefcribed “the rows to be: taken ; s 
and that fent his orders to tne fex nen, and 
the guides or © --nifhers of +=rfes arå. beafts of 
burden :. 


CHA PRP. XXIL 
Of tre Superintendant of the Demefne. 





H E Superintendant of the Imperial] 

d Demeíne was called Comes rerum priva- 
tarum. Spartianus fays, -that this office was 
erectetl by the Emperor Severus *. fie had 
che admiuniftra ion and direétion of all ine De- 
meine, the efcheats, confifcations, and other 
rights and due belongi 3g to ths Exchegurs -= 
ponent of all grants, inftru- rents atid ler- 





' D. L; 7. G- De “alat. lacr. largit. 
ss A C. De ex: SE. tribut. 


“L. 7. $- 6. Quod ciju- univerf. nomine. 
s Interfe¢tis india, cris’ Gibint parlin viris Omn.um 
bona publicata ium“, a garian ais. cont, Gimmque prinmi-n 
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fer taat concerned the Demefne in Afia, Cap- 





P< tus, Mefopotamia, &&c. > 











n> 
Tħis tntendant was dignified with the 
wui L1 aftr. 5S. His jurifdiction took in 
& ing that way related to his charge, 
or affet dth Dem e. Before he was graced 
mth. the title of Comes, he was 


{tiled the P ocurator Cafaris. We was alo 
called Maaijter rei prit®ae. We took cogni- 
zance of the vinlatiar’ of -tor-'.s and fepul- 
chres, of incefc wf he corruption of judges, 
of the ex étions, extortions and violences of 
apparitore and ferieants, and of -+.ry thing 
that conc: area the avigariq of rivers. Fie 
Dzy the „örkmen « loyed in tie Empe- 
rot fervi , and mide all the dift irfements 
for the exp:ns. as weil of his houfiac „f goal 
that of the Emprefs on- 

He had a great many fubaltern officers ún- 
der his direétion in the Provinces, called Pro- 
curatores Rationales ° 

Though the denominations <frarium and 
Fifeus are very often confounded and ufed in. 
diftinétly by authors, yet the office of the Su- 
perintendant of the revenue for the receipe of 
money was properly called the 4krarium, or 
Treafury, and that of the Superintendant of 
the Demefne F2Gus, or the Exch quer. This 
laft had uw the § rovinces officers that kept re. 





undis patrimonial. 


L. Hı sibus. L. Omnes C. De 
Novell. Œ 30. L. ult. De collat. fa :idorum patrimon 
Caffiod3r. 1. G.-c. 8. L. 1. A rocuracor. “=2cfaris. 
L. Ad hfcem. CGC. L- Qui contr. C. Jo mecs HUDS- 
Now 124 2. EF ante nult. Caf d.l. 4 C Q. 
4 7 Procurator. C. De edendo. L. Sup. creandis C- 
Ee upse nici. 
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Of the REVENUZS 


gifters of all his aéts, proceedings, and. }i2.4- 
fions; and in the Court of his urifdié 
there was a certain number of Ac. ocatés’. who 
were diftinguifhed with the title . Ta 

The arms of the Superinte’-uant of the 
mefne were a book laid usona able’ vere.. 
with a carpet. On tħĦe lef" of it w As repre 
{ented the Treafury-cheft, and à.. the ‘ertt-was 
filled with pieces of gold coin; and vefiels 
that appeare@ full of yarious kinds of money. 











CH ^ P. XXIV 


Of tb_-C ficers that avpegded rae . se Super- 
| ‘gAtendant of the Demeync. 





H E Superintendant of the Demefne had 
a great many Officers under him in the 
Erovinces, called Comites Rationales, or fim- 
gly Rationales, or Procuratores. 

Tre function of thefe officers confifted in 
bringing in, annexing, and incorporating to 
the Demefne the goods, eftates, and dues be- 
longing to the Exchequer; particularly fuch 
as had devol red to it by confi’cation. 

If the det: iners thereof did tot appea» with- 
fn thirty days after a Sub-pena -~r MWignation 
ferved upon ¢€li >m, thefe officers feizz* the goods 
and entered on “be eftates*: the poll? or how- 
ever, if he app amd afterwards and apprrd 








Piin.. Jun. in Panegyrico œ. 2. §. Ho*™_interrd° ium, 
G. ti caufe fifedes. L. 4. G De numerariis, 
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th.» Court, was heard, upon paying four crowns 
of old fo. his negieét or contumacy in not 
2p,,aringg © the affignation. 
beni the made a difcovery of any goods 

belonged to the Exchequer, they drew 
t dec#aratrens thereof fpecifying all the 
> and jncorporated them into the 
TTF, tac elhe, by putting upon them the 
Emperor’s arms *. It was then ftriétly for- 
bidden alI perfons to petition, apply or folli- 
cit for grants t *reoft 

Thet offices were judges of all caufes, 
wherein ‘he Demeine and every thirg relating 
to it wes interefteS or concern ; but the Ad- 
wee = QoQ ge Exchasn. wis neceiMirily to be 
mo snt. Wit.PMsecarm. © criminal af airs where- 
in the tar ne- of the revenue werc 7zormserned, 
it was the Governor of the Provinés that took 
cognizance and decided in fuch cafes . 
Dhete tubaltern officers had ferjeants and’ 
apparitors under them ; and were paid their 
{tipends and falaries by the Treafury. Tev 
had the care and direction of the goods, laris 
and revenues formerly appropriated -co the 
worfhip and fervice of falfe Deities, and after- 
wards applied or given to Chriftian Churchcs ; 
with an entire and abfolute ju ifdiction over 
{uch eftates ¢. 

‘YVYrey had ~n authority over che wacgoners 
and canijersc. of the Imperial hnoufholi, ara 
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> L. S- quando. C. De bonis var antibus toto. Wt. C. 
De pet .aone bonorum fublata. 

“ L. Ad fifcura. C. Ubi cauíæ īfcalřes. L.-ule. C. Si 
aciverfus fifcusr,. E. Cum aliquid. ©: Ubi caufæ fifeales. 
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L. 4. €. De fundis rci private. 
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Of the REVENUessS 
over the Prince’s flocks and herds of çatt. <, 
and ftuds of horfes =. 

The Infpectors or Mafters of the Fe s) 
were alfo fubordinate to the Sup i1ngv€nda-- of 
the Demefne. Hie had likewifr ae ini pt. 
over the accounts of the Sacred Deme “ 
{tituted by the Emperor A@aftafius, as 
told inthe Bafilice : and etes hi C 
{table, or the E™mperor’s Mafter o. the Horfe. 
was fubject to his orders *. 
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Of the Č fficers calie. palatini, u Pe... 2 
on tlo ‘ uperintendarnt of tke Pe nefne. 


ja 1; Serjeants or Apparitors fthed Pala- 
tint had the care of the Emperor’s pa- 
trimony, aħd of the effects or eftates that were 
confifcated or belonged to the Exchequer +. 
hey were diftributed into four offices. 

‘he firft was for the ordering and ma- 
agement of eftates given and granted to the 
Churches 3; and was {tiled the Scrivxium Benefi- 
cioriuim. T his was the oGice likewife for enter- 
ing and regiite -ing privileges °. 

The fecond  \ffice was compot<d of fueh as 
were charged with getting in the files that 


e L. unic. C. De gr-ge Domi. 
£ L. ult. Cod Theod e privilegiis Corporatorum. ġ.. 
C. De pafcuis publicis. ec. 

L. 1. & ult C. Po Palat. facrarum largit 

L. ult. §. Quam. G. De Quadri. prob. 
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were payabie for long leafes, and the annual 
rents ot eftetes =. 

Bhe thir? was the office of difcharges, 
where they delivered out all acquittances. 

was ternn  Scrinitum Securitatum `. 

2 re fourth was that of the private bounties 
and largeffes, Scriniu: largitionum privatarum <. 
am this >&ice’ tas Kept an account of all that 
the Emper¢s gave away, and allo of the wages 
and falarfes that he- pard to his own Officers 
and to thofe cf tke Empe% In this office 
likewife vere } 1 the new-year’s-gifts to the 
Advocates on, tuc firft day of January ; and 
nobody could be admitted .1n@® This office, 
weekoane ; et order im writing, under the Empe- 
rœ owr hand’. 





CHAP. XXVI. 
OF divers fubaltern Officers employed Itke- 


wife in the Reveniie. 


H E Decuriones or Magiftrates of towns 

mad a great hand in the management of 
the revenue: they were like our Aldermen 
ana Common-Councit of Corporations ; and 
neither ghey nor their children gould alter their 
conditio «nd way of life, nor change their 
dwelling by removing to any other country or 


L. 9g. 10. C De fund. patrim. 

L 1» ?. 3» 4. C. De Apochis. Cafffodor.1. 11. c. 2. 
& © “nos. C. De Palat. facrer. largitionum. 

L. Scrinius. C. De diverfis Officiis. 
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place of habitation’. If they died without 
Jeaving any children behind them to enjoy 
their effects and inherit their eftases, a fgarth 
part of what they left belonged fo the Corpo- 
ration »’. 

They farmed out the lands of the Damet.n: 
and fet the public works to the chegpeft un- 
dertaker. | D 

The firít ten of them levied the, tailles and 
fubfidies, and were bound to havē the pay- 
ments compleat, ©&® in cafe aʻ~failure* to fup- 
ply the deficiency =“. 

They had the care and mianagemi:nt of all 
eftates and en “ts left by will to tie’ Repub- 
bic, ‘They were c..z-7e1 with laying a orn: i- 
fions of cc'n, and with the regulatio. aa cr- 
dering of she fubfidies. They iat i the u1- 
ieffments and fixed the quotas t&the contri- 
@imors ; and thole among them, to whofe par- 
ticular province theie ali@ifments belonged, 
were diftinguifhed by the names of Cen/fitores 
Pergequaiores ". | 

Thefe Cexferores had the adminiftration of 
allet‘re public revenues: they paid the falaries 
of ‘the Phyficians, Grammarians, Orators and 
Philofophers ; and they were alfo the perfons 
that chofe then, in the, prefence of the Go- 
vernor of the ?rovince "°. 

Befides thefk, there were alfo Collectora ef 
the tailles or fabfidies upon land, caed Ex- 





a Novell. 38. De BMecurionibus. 
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afteyes Or Subfcriptores. ‘They were picked 
hy the Decuriones or Magiftrates of Corpora- 
tioms either cut of the body of Cenfitores or of 
the Pecple. “Yhefe Collectors, in the prefence 
tts Magiftiates of a town, took an ac- 
uuto the lands which each particular per- 
ton pofiéffed. and of what every one was to 
pay: but the Magfftrates, in cafe the Colle- 
ctors proved infolvent, were anfwerable to 
make ood the deficiency. Ther fettled alfo 
and levied the -ribmal tauics and rates. 

The tranner ‘laying and levying the, fub- 
fidies anc. other: faxes upon land. at leaft as 
far as the Uode enables us to f-#M a notion: of 
the..mtt. T, was as follows. 

-awm thet month of Auguft, the Emperor 


gave the -Ofwfeliz Pretoriia computation con- 
taining the fur..of money and quafritéty of pro- 
vifions tlat he should want for the e> tang 
year. Purfuant to this calculation the Prafeéit 
Pretorit, who were ufually four, drew up each 
of them commiffions for what his reipective 
diftriét was to furnifh ; and their having made 
repartitions thereof into the feveral Gov 2f21- 
ments depending upon them, they direéted 
them to the Governors. This cuftom has a 
good deal of refemblaace with ‘chat is praéti- 
fed in France with regard to the King’s efta- 
biPSsments, which are delivered to the Recei- 
vers general in order to raife the money. 
Thef Commiffions or Brees of thg tailles 
or fubfxdies were ftiled Delesatiouves or Delega- 
w727 The Governors in t: eir turn made an- 
other íubdu flion of the grots-fam ; and fent 
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Of ze REVENUES 


them to the Decuriones or Magiftrates of towns 
in their Government. “Thefe made choice af 
affeffors to fix the rates ot paraicularss and 
then the rolls were delivered to the Colleétors to 
gct in the money 3 which was conftantly pai 
at three terms, the firit of September, the 
of January, and the firft of May . 
When the money was received, it was fent 
From the particular towns (which were called 
Niletrecenue, and anfwered to what is termed 
f£leTious in Frarrecj to the c «ital city of the 












Province, the place of the l -,ycrnog’s ordina- 


ry refidence, diftinguifhed on that account by 
the term ot u4.Zetropolis. It was in. this Capi- 
tal, that che general office of Rea _tf t was-al- 
ways kept One part of this money warap- 
pointed for difcharging the local eftablifhmente 
and charges of the Province gs another part 
was.carried to the cheft of the Pref&ius Pre- 
forit, and applied to the bufinefs and occafions 
of his poft, and the reft was paid into the 
‘Treafury called Sacrum #rarium. 

With regar& to provifions, as corn, wine, 
betlzy bacon, hay, ftraw, Ec. when they 
pv. re levied, they were put into magazines, 
built exprefsly for that purpofe, and under the 
direction of tlhe Prafeétes Pretorii. 

We are informed by Julius Capitolinus, in 
his Life of the younger Gordianus, that DA fii- 
tleeus, one of the Prefecti Pretoriz, had laid in 
fuch lange magrzines of corn, bacon, vinegar, 
ana {traw in yhe capital towns of the Provinces 
uncer his “riasfect fre, that they were fufficiene 
to fupply and-ismaintain an army fer a year. 
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And Spartian relates, that the Emperor Seve- 
rus .¢& at his death the ftorehoufes and gra- 
waives fo plentiftully provided, that there were 
provilions enough for feven years, at the rate 
of 4 confumption of feventy-five thoufand 
bush is of corn a days; and fuch a quantity 
of oil, tnat it was enough to fupply all Italy 
{Gr five years. 

Ais tor what accrued to the Demefne from 
confiications, forfeitures, feizures, efcheats, fuc- 
ceffions that had no certai~ be- cafualties and 
the like, it was-a'l carried to the receipt of 
the Exchequer, wih was under the direétion 
of the Superingendant of the Dere fre. 

There wsre a great many other officers em- 
peoyed ri the collecétion and getting in of the 
revenue: as the Treafurers, Thefaurariz, who 
were the Receivers general 3; the Cahiers, 
called 4rearii, who had the chefts of ready 
money in their keeping ; fuch as were con- 
cerned in getting it in, who were ft*led Opini- 
ones OY Opiniatores 3; fuch as were fent to prefs 
the remittance of the money, r?med Canoni- 
carii; fuch as ferved to guard and con cvy 
them, called for that reafon Per/fecutores; fuca 
as ordered and iffued out warrants for fetzue 
or diftréining, who were termed Compulfores ; 
the weighers of the money, call'd Zigoffate 3 
the Clerks that kept tke books and regifters 
of the fubfidies or tax-rolls, Cenfualés; and 
the Receivers, of which there were two ir. eve- 
ry Province, that went by the Cenormi:nation 
of Su/fceplores. 


dhe E 4D of the Treatife of the Re- 
“onue of the Romans. 
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Of the FatrsEt MON gEey 


PART I 


F all the feveral kinds of forgery, that 
O which is practifed with regard to the 
coin, is undoubtedly of the moft crimłnal and 
pernicious nature. For as it belongs only to 
Crowned Hieads to com money, the coining of 
any by a man’s private authority, ar the al- 
tering of that which hath been ftfuck by the 
Prince’s orders and commiffion, is a fort of 
afpiring to the throne, and violating the Ma- 
jefty of the Sovereign in the moft fenfible part, 
and is univi:rfally deemed to merrt the appel- 
lation and pains of the crime of High Trea- 
fon. 

According to the Roman | aws, the crime 
of falfifyingg the coin was committed in {even 
different manners. 1x. By the coining of fpe- 
cies of money in other places than thofe 
which were appointed by the Prince for this 
purpofe, tho’ the pieces coined were of a gaod 
alldy*and a juft weight, unlefs the coiners 
ther¢of*had procured a fpecial permiffion from 
the I-mperor for their warrant. In truth, there 
was a time whe the Prince granted fome pri- 
vate perfons a commifiion to coin money 
wherever they thought fit: but as thefe grants 
were found to be prejudicial to the State, and 
to interrupt the courfe of commerce, Theodo- 
fius she Greet revoked them all, and forbad 
duch as had ntained them to make ufe of theer 
privilege any longer, on pain of being treated 
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as -falfe cotners ». We do not want examples 
of the like grants in the hiftory of France ; 





{pecially in the times when our Kings, being 


not yet firmly feated in their throne, thought 
st beft to yield up part of their rights, to pre- 
{ferve the reft :- but they were all at laft revoked 
for the fame reafons. Choppin relates, that 
Robert, Count of Beauvais, furrendcred his 
right to the King, in confideration of the fum 
of fix thoufand livres. But it would be ex- 
ceeding the limits we have f wurielves in this 
treatife, to enlarge further upon this fubject. 
2. People incurred the guile of the crime 
of falfe coining, if they ftruck even in the 
Royal Mints any ingots of gold that were 
brought them by private men without the 
Prince’s orders *. On occafion of this law it 
may not be improper to remark, that the Ro- 
man Emperors were jealous of gold to fuch a 
degree, as frequently to forbid the ufe of it to 
their fubjecéts. Procopius and Zonaras relate, 
that there was an univerfal prohibition in all 
the Provinces of the Roman Empire of coin- 
ing gold. “Theodofius the Great made a law, 
that no Magiftrate whatever, except the or 
dinary Confuls, fhould make any diftribution 
or prefent in gold, whenever they gave plays 
to the people, or took poffefiion df their dig- 
nities and employments“. At laft Juftinian 
forbad the Confuls themfelves to throw any 
gold to the people in the public» ceremonies «, 
and the Ernperors referved this r ght te then: 
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Of the Fartse Money 


felves alone, as a diftinguifhing mark of the 
Imperial Majefty. As for ingots of filyer, 
private men were allowed to carry them to 
the Mints, and there have them coined. This 
appears clearly from the two laws, the fevent. 
and the eighth juft before quotedy 

3. Ihe crime of falfe coining. was commit- 
ted by the coining of fpecies, that were falfe 
either in their matter or weight fā, 

4. It was incurred likqwife by falfifyire the 
Emperor’s image or the infcription put with it 
upon his coin £. | 

5. By melting down the fpecies that were 
coirea, funce by that means the circulation of 
money was interrupted, and conimerce fuf- 
fered a prejudice ”. 

6. By refining or altering the money called 
MNlajorina “ecunia. ‘This money was a compo- 
fition of filver and copper, ‘and the refiners 
who melted it made ufe of qua regia to fepa- 
rate the filwer from the copper i. 

7- When {fuch as coined money By the 
Prince’s expr@€{s permifflion, made it either 
weaker, lighter, and lefs weighty than it ought 
to have been ; or when they clipped, filed, or 
any way wafted that which had been already 
made and legally ftamped, in order to lefien 
the juft weight which it ought to have *. 
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I fhall but juft take notice of fome particu- 


lar circumftances attending the crime of falfe 
coinig. 

1. A5 this crime is of a public nature, all 
the world was allowed to accufe and impeach 
uch as were guilty of it, and to profecute not 
only the falle coiners themfe!ves, but all fuch 
as harboured and concealed them, or knowing 
their guilt disl not denoance them to the Ma- 
eiftrates. 

2. The accufers or denouncers of fuch as 
were guilty of this crime, had recompences 
according ‘to the -diverlity of their condition » 
free perfons were exempted from alf real tril- 
butes, or taxes upon lands; flaves obtained 
their liberty and the right of denizenfhip 3 








their mafter being firft indemnified for the lofs. 


of his fervant. 

3. A man condemned for the crime of falfe 
coining was debarred the liberty of appealing 
to the Emperor. 

4. Whoever was entrufted with the ¢cuftedy 
of a falfe coiner, was condemned to death if 
he let him efcape'. 

5. Amnefties, or general edicts for the par- 
don or abolition of crimes, did not extend to 
falfe coiners 
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Of the FALSE MONE,Y 


PART I. 


Of the Punijbinents denounced-and inficted. 
upon fale Corners ana their Accomplices. 


r H E punifhments decreed againít falfe 

coinere were different, according to the 
times and different conditions of perfons. In 
the rime of the Commonwealth, falfe coiners 
were condemned to the beafts, if -they were 
tree 3 ang punifhed with death, if they were 
Naves». It looks as if Cornelius Sylla the 
Dicietor was the author of this law, which 
was called Lex Cornelia nummaria. 

When Uilpian fays, that falfe coiners were 
condemned to the beafts, if is only to be un- 
derftood of men that were of the very dregs 
of the people; for with regard to fuch as 
were “Uiftinguifhed by their birth or employ- 
ments, they were fentenced to perpetual ba- 
nifment, and their eftates were confifcated. 
‘Yhis we are affured of by the lawyer Paulus. 
trom that time to the reign of Conftanttne 
the Great, there are no ‘onftitutions upon this 
fubjeét to be found in the Roman Law . 

In Corftantine’s time, falfe coiners appeared 
im much greater numbers than ever before, 
and accordingly zalmoft all the laws made a- 
gainft them are the acts of that Emperor. He 
applied himfelf particularly tc exterminate 
thefe public petits, who only foughe their own 
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private intereft, in the ruin of their fellow 
citizens. By the law which he pubbífbed in 
t72 sar 319, he orders, that if any Magi- 
(trate uf'a corporation fhall be convicted of 
rħis crime of falfe coining, he fhall be banifhed 
to one of the remoteft towns of the Empire ; 
and referves to himfet the power of difpofing 
of his‘eftate : in cafe the guilty perfon was a 
man of the dregs of the people, -he orders him 
to be banifhed for ever, and his: effects con- 
fifcated ; and if he were a flave, direéts him 




















acted in this law againft perfons of condrrion., 
But as the punifhments impofed by this law 
were not adequate to the evil, nor able to put 
a ftop to the crime, the Emperor had recourfe 
to a more violent remedy, and in 4. D. 321, 
made a law to punifh all falfe coiners of any 
condition whatfoever with death. In the year 
326, he renewed this very law, and to the 
Penalty of death added that of confifcation of 
eftate, which had not been mentioned ın the 
former law». 

By thefe laws falfe coiners are indeed con- 
demned to a capital punifhment, but the kind 
of it is mot determined: nor are they to be 
underitood generally of all perfons guiky of 
that crime, but only of fuch as. worked upon 
hilver. As for fuch as coined gold upon talte 
dyes, Conftantine condemned them to be 
burnt, by the law which he publifhed in 
Mt, D. 317. 
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It happened at this time that Conftantwe or- 
dering new money to be coined, gave ds ? 
étions for the pieces of the new coin s&2 
{truck of the fame weight as the olf ones. 
but fomething: Iefs in fize, fixing upon thems 
the fame value. This money was not favour- 
ably received by the peo,yle, and fell .into fueh 
difcredit, that they refufed publickly to take 
it in payment upon the fame foot as the an- 
cient. “Ths manncr of proceeding was re- 
{ented by the Prince as an high afront and in- 
dignity, and therefore Conftantine thought fit 
by vhe law a little before quoted, to decree 
burnıng “or any other capital punifhment a- 
gainít {fuch as fhould refufe to take the faid 
money at the value he had fixed upon it, on 
pretence that it was of a fmaller form than 
the old coin: the reafon which he affigns for 
it 1s, that money ought to be valued by the 
weight and not by the form, and confequently 
pieces of the fame weight ought to pafs at 
the Yame value. Things changed afterwards 
very much 3; and asin the courfe of time the re- 
{pect which they bore te the Prince was car- 
ried almoft to the point of a fervile adoration, 
the people made a much greater account of 
the money newly coined, than they did of the 
Old pieces; which obliged the Emperor Va- 
Jentiniag I. to make a law to reftore the cre- 
dic and eftablifh the currency of the old coip». 

Constantine t:mpofeth the fame punifhment of 
burning orany other kind of death, upon fuch as 
Should clip the riin or border of she piece, in or 
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def t diminifh the quantity thereof‘. Cuja-- 


Cius relates upon this occafion, that there was 
E zantium or Conftantinople a man named 
Alexander, fo dexterous in this practice, that 
11g Was furnamed Alexander the Clipper. In the 
year 243, Conftantiias confirms the law of 
Conftantine, son promifes a recompence to 
fuch as fhould denounce and impeach the guil- 
ty, but wicthcut fpecifymg any particular re- 
ward. The fame Emperor decrees the punifh- 
ment of death againft the founders, whom he 
{tiles Flaturarii, that melted, refined, or altered 
the filver called, as we have faid, Ag@erjya 
Pecunia 
We have put in the number of falfe coiners 
fuch as coined ingots of gold which private 
mien had carried to the mints without the 
Prince’s order. The Emperor Valentinian was 
pleafed to enact farther, that all the gold fo 
coined fhould be forfeited, and paid into the 
Imperial Exchequer. Four years after he mo- 
derated the rigor of this law, and contented 
himíelf with confifcating two ounces in every 
pound of gold“. Irm the year 356, Conftan- 
tius (for that was the time when -this law was 
afcribed to Conftantine) declares all fuch to 
be guilty of facrilege as fhould be convicted 
of having melted down any picces of the coin, 
or of having carried them out of the Empire ; 
and in confequence thereof orders them to be 
punifhed with death’ By the fame ‘law he 
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utterly forbids the buying or felling «f the 


current {pecies, becaufe money is not a nev- 
cantile commodity, but the price of co © 
dities. In fine, he prohibits the, makibg ufe 
of {fuch as are not current in commerce; ar? 
in cafe any of them be ound -in a merchant’s 
houfe, he orders them to be confifcated, with 
all the eftate and effects of the imtringer of this 
ordinance. 

All the punifhments here mentioned, how 
fevere foever they were, did not however de- 
ter or intimidate the falfe coiners. 

Ine Emperors imagined, that the refpeét 
which prople naturally have for the Royal au- 
thority, might ferve more effectually to con- 
tain them within their duty: and therefose in 
wt. D. 389, Valentinian, Theodofius and Ar- 
cadius declared falfe coiners to be guilty of the 
crime of high treafon “ Į et us now fee in 
what manner the accomplices of falle coiners 
were puni.hed. 

There are two ways in which a man may 
be an acconiplice with them; either by hav- 
ing a fhare in the ccining of the falie money, 
or in putting off and vending it. Againft the 
accomplices of the firft kind, Conftartine de- 
nounces the fentence of death or perpetual ba- 
nifhment, according ta the guality and condi- 
tion of rhe perfons * The law runs in the 
Potiluwing terms. Our pleajure is, that all fuch 
as fhall- be affifting in the coining of false money 
webether faves, plowmen, or others, employed in 
sifling the ground cr dwelling in the boufe where 
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st hair been coined, [hall be punifbed with death, 
cs Wyl as thofe that fhall coin it, and the ground 
o- tee boufe hall be confifcated. With regard to 
tLe p prietir of the ground, if he had any 
“yowleige thereof, our pleafure ‘ts that he be ba- 
nijhed ‘for ever, and all bis elate and effects con-. 
Silcated. If the crime be committed’ without bis 
kitdwledge, he jawii escape for his perfon, but with 
the: forfeiture of his ground or boufe , but in cafe 
be knew of it, and immediately gave noiice there- 
of to the Magiftrate, he fhall be exempt from alt 
penalites whatever. This law was made 
4, D. 321. Eight years after, the fame ium- 
peror foftened the feverity of this law ar-teaft 
{o far as related to the proprietor of the gs ound 
or houfe, where the falle money was coined : 
he ordered that the proprietor being guilty of 
negligence, (as if he, was dwelling upon the 
fpot, and yet had not taken care to inform 
himfelf of what pated in his own ground) 
fhould incur the penalties denounced by the 
foregoing laws; but excufeth him from. all 
manner of punifhment, in cafe se lived at io 
remote a diftance, that he could not eafily 
know what was doing on his grounds. He 
Iikewife declares that widows fhall not be la- 
ble to the penalties decreed by the faid law, 
though they live near their grounds or houfes 
where the money was coined, provicied {till 
that they are not accomplices therein. With 
regard to Minors and Pup:ls, he exempts them 
from all penalties, even though they were not 
ignorant of what was doing, becaufeé they do 
not really underftand the nature of whet they 
fee 5 but he throws the punifbment upon their 
tutor or guardians, becaufe they ought to be 
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acquainted with every thing that paffes o1 the 
prs ite Of ther pi pils > fo that they were 
obliged to indemnify the pupil from al! +r} 
lofles that he m. ghe fuller on ths afanant > 
Abating thefe alterations. he enteins that hı 
firtt law fhould be obfe ved aceording to its. 
form and tenor. 

© There is no doubt but tne uuerers and paut- 
ters off of falfe money partake in the crinies 
of falfe coiners, when they do it knowingly * ; 
Conftantine accordingly treats them in the fame 
manner, z. e. he condemns them to be burnt, 
or to ny other kind of death which the Ma- 
gifttere Pa sid think fit co inflict. 

Wir regard to {uch as put off falle money 
without knowing it, they were not on account 
of. their ignorance exempted from the penal- 
ties decreed againft fuch as put off falfe mo- 
ney ; for from their very putting it off, they 
were prefumecdl to have coined it, and confe- 
quently were deemed falfe coiners. In order 
to slear- themfelves, they were obliged 19 de- 
clare the perfon from whom they had received 
it, that io iniquity might be traced up to its 
fource, and thofe who had coined it might be 
difcovered : they were alfo obliged to prove, 
that they did not know it to be falfe money. 
This is the opinion of Cujacius and Perefius > 
In fine, to leffen the number of falfe coiners 
2, much as was pofiible, Conftantine orders, 
that all perfous w sho worked at the mints in 
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thec inage of money, fhould not afterwards 
he a’ owed to quit that profeffian, or be ad- 

m eitoany poft or dignity that would take 
aurem rf fram it, for fear thst when they had 
*ace quitted that bufinefs, dnd were reduced 
to a private -life, they might employ them- 
felves in coining falf money °. 

This is the 1upf{tance of what I have found 
môöít particulgr in the Roman Law, upon the 
fubjeét of falfe money. All the laws that Ẹ 
have here cited, except the Cornelian law De 
re wummaria, were made in the fpace of fe- 
venty two-years, z. e. from the time of Con- 
{tantine to Theodofius the youngs! ; a,-plain 
proof that falfe coiners were very nuft.ierous 
in thofe days. Juftinian hath adopted part 
of them, and inferted them in his Code: nor 
were falfe coiners treated a jot more favour- 
ably in his reign, than in thofe of the Em- 
perors his predeceifors ; on the contrary he 
condemns them al] to be burnt without ex- 
ception ‘3; whereas this kind of punifhmens 
icemed to have been infliéted only upon fuch- 
as coined falie pieces of golds; the others ‘be- 
ing punifhed fimply with death. | 

I cannot finifh this Treatife without taking 
notice of a law that is to be feen in the Jufti- 
nian Code", and which, though it does not 
relate direétly to the particular fubject here 
treated of, deferves however to be remarnec, 
and the rather becaufe it reratesto money in 
general. The E.mperors Valentinian and Va- 
lens erder by this law, the price of every 
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c Tew 2. Tit. De talla Moneta. 
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thing thal] diminifh in proportion to the « 4mi- 
ution of the coin. ‘This is the »xplan. tion 
given of it by, Cujacius. This law carr. 
with it fuch evident marks of equity ‘hat w 
cannot help owning it to be juft and reafon 
able; and fuch : regula ion might be of ve 
in this Kingdom, : wh:re the contrary haspens 
but too frequently. 


E n vp of the Treatife of the Fatfe Money 
of the Romans. 
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OF DISTINGUISHING 


ANTIQUE MEDALS 


From fuch as are COUNTERPEIT. 


S the diftinguifhing of Antique Me- 
A dals froin fuch as are counterfeit, is 
the firft point of knowledge neceffary 
for a Virtuofo, that attempts tc form col- 
lecti@ns of Medals ; it cannot but feem a. juft 
matter of wonder, that in the multitude ot 
authors which have.for near an hundred years 
paft wrote upon the Science of Medals, there 
{hould not be fo much as one that hath fet 
himifelf to lay down any clear and fure rules 
to enable people to diftinguifh the true from 
the falle, 

It muft be owned indeed that F. Joler- the 
Jeiuit, in his book of the Science of Medals, 
hatk: as it were by the by, and in very few 
wora:, touched Nightly upon the fubjeét which 
I now indertake to clear: but this part of his 
work. is fo very fuperficial, that ir is plain 
cough he fpoke of it purely to avoid the re- 

proach 
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The Manner of diftinguifhing 
proach of having omitted fo effential am arti 
cic in a work defigned to take in II the parts 
of the Medallic Science. 

Ic never was however more .1e=%Tlary t? 
furnifh Virtuofos and curie s #erfons wit 1 
means to guard a; ;ainft th: various artificts of 
falfe coiners, than -28 a time when Franccs 
and hath been for feveral years over-rin th 
a prodigious number of falfe Medals. waich 
have been brought to us and are ftill bringing 
every day from Italy. This confideration hath 
mduced me to conceive myfelf authorized to 
comm jnicate to the public fome new obferva- 
tions Which i have made upon the art of dif- 
cinguifhing Antique Medals from fuch as are 
counterfeit. I flatter myfelf that Virtuofos, 
who are not yet far advanced in the fcience 
of the mechanifm of Medals, will not be dif- 
pleafed with the helps I fhall offer towards 
opening their eyes, and thereby faving them 
abundance of ufelefs expences. The love of 
what is true and genuine, which I wifh to in- 
{pire into them, is the only motive that hath 
madé me undertake this work. 

It is not only in our days, that the tempta- 
tion of gain and the ce of impofing on 
Virtuofos, has put fome able workmen upon 
attempting to counterfeit Antique Medals. 

William du Choul, who lived about two 
hundred years ago, and who is one o the 
firft Virtuofos chat-wrote upon the monuinents 
of Greece and Rome, has in his book Of the 
Religion of the old Romans, printed the ie 
of two Medals of Agrippa, one of great brais, 
on the reverfe whereof appears the Pantlrson 3 
the other of filver, which had on the rever 

a Neptune 
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Antique MEDALS, &ce. 


a Neptune in a chariot drawn by two fea- 
ha ses, wih this Legend, eguoris hic onmi- 

Rover. hefe two Medals were certainly 
alfe. 

Anthony LÍ ¢fo4%, who was cotemporary with 
a. €.voul, and wrote (in Freich) very amply 
up- othe fubject of Meus!:, after the manner 
of age wherein he lived, cites likewife fe- 
vertu. ~ ‘hers of the famt kind ; fuch as a Sci- 
pio Africanus of brafs, the Pons Aelius on the 
reverfe of Adrian, and a Pefcennius Niger of 
gold, which hath not been met with fince 
that time,’ €c. ‘This fhews us evidentl::, that 
as foon as ever there appeared in F¥ance or in 
other countries, any Virtuofos that began to 
make cdllections of Medals, there ftarted up 
immediately a parcel of cheats that endea- 
voured to fpoil and eorrupt this noble curiofity 
in its infancy. 

Soon after this f1:e Fimous falfifyers of Me- 
dals known by the names of the Paduan and 
the Parmefan made their appetrance in Ilay. 
Holland too afforded one named Carteron, and 
{fome others equasly fkilful, who difperfed 
among the Virtucfos an infinite number of 
falfe Medals  moít of them indeed exquifitely 
wrought, but {till far behind the Antique in 
force and delicacy. The greateft part cf thefe 
Medals are now known by the name of the 
Padu n: and they are the firit I fhall fpeak 
of in chis Treatife, which I have divided into 
ten Articles. 

In the firft, I treat of the Medals above 
mentio ied, which are the modern Coins-known 
by the name of the Paduan. 
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The Manner of diftingut/hing 

In the fecond, of Medals caft upon fuch as 
arc modern Coins. 

In the third, of Medals caft upo; Anisques_ 

In the fourth, of Antique Me at louchet 
Over again, and altered in t*- 'feads and £- 
gures. 

In the fifth, of Nicdals that are ftruz! à! 
the hammer, and {uch as are encafted o d 
together. 

In the fixth, of Medals that have cracks 
and countermarks. 

In the feventh, of Medals that are plated 
Over ind of fuch as are. mifcoined. 

In the eighth, of caft Medals that are An- 
tique, and of Medallions compofed of diffe- 
rent krmds of copper. 

. In the ninth, of Medals that have been in- 
vented by falfe coiners, amd of thofe whereof 
there are few counterfeits to Le found. 

The tenth Article cohtains what I had fur- 
ther to fay in relation to tie fubjeét of this 
work. 

I give an account (as will appear in each 
Article) of the various midnners which have 
been taken to counterfeit Medals 5 and I have 
endeavoured to lay down rules for diftinguifh- 
ing the frue from the fdife, whatever artifice 
hath been ufed to impofe upon the world in 
this point. 

kam going undoubtedly to lay open cue of 
the greateft myfteries of iniquity that ever en- 
tered.into the heart of man to conceive, in Or- 
der to impofe upon others: and I own firtere- 
ly, that- when I began to take notice of all 
the rocks with which one is encompafics! in 
the Szience of Medals, I Mave been tempted 

a thouland 


























Antique MEDALS, &c. FoR 


a the afand, times to refolve upon giving over 
the j study 3; and nothing but the force of a 
vigiene i © ‘nation, which I could not eafily. 
comman.! ould have engaged me to perfift 
bh. it to fuch degree, and carry on my ob- 
te: e: clons to tuch a point as I have done. 





ARTICLE i, 


Of Menals of modern Coin, moft uf which are 
known by the name of the Paduan. 


The Medals which are called in general .the 
Paduan, are Medals ftruck in modern Dies, 
which the moft expert workmen either of Ita- 
dy or of other countries engraved with. a great 
¿eal of art and tafté, in endeavouring to the 
utrs2o{ft of their powe: to imitate the Antique 
whicii they copied -fre:a true Medals. We 
have « prodigious ’quantity of thefe moderm 
pieces, nor to be “urpaffed in their beauty and 
nobieneis by anv thing but the Antique ittea:- 
Fine colleétions «ugh may be formed of- 
them, as well in Međa ions or in Greek Me- 
dals of gold, filver, and o.2fs, as in Roman 
Medals, equally in all the threc metals; but 
efpecially in Medallions of coppe“ dnd the 
great brafs. Moft of the copper mea..!lions 
of the Roman Empire which are fpurious, 
have be2n copied after the Antique ; there ars 
fo engraved upon them feveral new reverfes, 
which were never feen upon Antictue Medals, 
but whish the forgers took care to found upon 
fome hiforical facts. ` 

The twelve firit Emperors have ibċen coun- 
terfeited an infinite number of time s in graf 

Drais 5 
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hrafs 5 the counterteiters chiefly applied hem- 
lelves to imitate the heads which vere the ra 
eit in their kind, luch as thole Si TzseAius. 
Wtho, (of which there is not an A atigue Latin 
me to be found but whet i-r? ene colony of 
Antioch, or of -Egyptian make in the [tree 
izes of brafs) Matallius, Pertinax, and © +c 
Gordians of Africa, the Agrippina of US, 
the Domitia (which ig hardly ever to w met 
with) the three Wives of Trajaws family, the 
Anna Fauftiina, and Tranguillina. $t would 
be no difficult matter for a Virtuofo, who hath 
had the looking over a few Cabinets well 
chofei, to avoid being bit by this kind of 
Medals : but as the generality of them refide 
in the provinces at a diftance from Paris, and 
hardly ever come to a place which is in 2 
manner the fountain-head of the Science of 
Medals, as well as of ail the polite Arts, they 
are confequently out of: ‘tthe way, and have 
no opportunity of making their advantage of 
thcfe lights which our learned. Antiquaries 
communicate with equal readinefs and polite- 
nefs. 

I have ieen fevera’ of them, who after ha- 
vine pafied a Pr vod part of tneir lives in 2 
province, anu applied themfelves all the time 
to get together Cabinets of Medals, were not 
yet. after feveral years aplication to this fub- 
yect, able to diftinguifh 3x modern Co’ 1 from 
an Antique. What I here advance is 14> true, 
that the Vircuofos of Paris agree unaniny ufly, 
that among all the fcarce Medals of rhe Ca- 
binets in thẹ Provinces or in iorċign countries, 
wh'ch have been tent thither to be fole after 
the death of thole that tormed them, even in 

thot- 
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thofe feries which have been moft celebrated, 
it hath bee. conftantly found, that moft of the 
grear- Piece were counterfeit. 

[t is zoc t owever dificult to difcover thofe 
which I am fpeaking of in this article, if a 
Virtuefo (who natn not yet formed to himfelf 
that _-{tinguifhing «v2 which makes one very 
sar ilftake) will :.e careful to obferve the 
for x rules. 

i. AN the Medals of great brafs, which 








are called the Paduans, and which are the on- 


ly ones treated of in this 4Grticle, are gene-_ 
rally of a flank much le$ thick than the Ari- 
tiques. 

2. They are neither fo worn nor fo pared 
and eatensaway as the others. 

3. The letters or, them feem mödan, that 
is, of the fame character as thofe of the Me- 
dals of our time. 

4. They never tavë any varnifh, unlefs it 
be counterfeit, and then it is very ealy to dif- 
cover it ; for it is ufually black, greafy.. and 
fhining, and is found foft uporr pricking it : 
whereas the-antique varnifh is ertremely bright, 
and a’ hard as the Mfedal irfelf. 

5. The borders df them have been always 

filed s which jis diftoxered in a manner more 
or lols fenfible, if one confiders them with any 
kind of attention. _ 
La.‘ly, thefe Medals are always very round, 
where's the othurs are never fo regularly 
round, efpeciall iinee the rejgn of ‘Trajan. 
Thus much for. vhat relates in “general to the 
Medals.in great .rafs of modern coin. 

Th: Medallions of the fame metal are like- 
wife eafy to diftinguifh ; and this by the very 
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The Manner of diftinurfhrye 

famic rules. One fhall run no great hazzrd at 
frit in looking upon all that on fhall meet 
with from Julius Crefar to Adria tima, as- 
infinitely to be fufpected. Ther: afe fcarce 
any true ones to be tound that w re ftruck dr- 
ring thote firft fourteen reigns of the Ñ man 
Empires fo that all of that time may be can- 
fidered as counterfeit pieces, except a very 
finall number, which *are not to be for . auly 
Antique, except in the choiceft Cabinets. 

Thoic of the following reigns are not a jot 
harder to be diftinguifhed: they bear the ve- 
ry fame marks of 1:pqiture as the- counterfeit 
ones of great brafs ; they have the fame make, 
the fame varnifh, the fame borders, in a word, 
the fame appearance to the eye. 

The Imperia] Medals of filver or gold, and 
the Greek Medals of modern coin, are eafy 
to be difcovered, of wnatever metal they are 
compofed. If the borders of them are fome- 
times more likely to impotfe on people, the 
letters é€afily Fewray the counterfeit, as they 
diitinguifh the true Medal: and the firft point 
of knowledge “hat a man-ought tó acquire, 15s 
that of th: churacter or 10rm of the letters 5 
which is mo difficult matter, .if a Viriuofo, 
who hath an ‘nclination for the’ Scicnce of Me- 
Gals, will but ufe a litt'e application for tht 
purpofe. For in whar nanner foever a Me- 
aal is counterteited, wherer it be of y 10dern 
coiling, éaft upon, an aniique or a n odern, 








touched over atrain or ftruck with the nam- 


i> ‘ ae om 
mer, the letters on them arc a ‘vays falfe This 


(I muft here acknowledge) 1s the principal, or 
rai cr the only art to diftinguifh a ftu.pected 
Medal, when one hath mot yet acquired that 

furs: 
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ture traite of th- work and coinage of the An- 
cients; whith enables one to diflingu:fh ım- 
médiately » hat is genuine from what is coun- 
terfeir. 





ARTICLE II 





COLNING . 


The Medals caft upon fuch as are of mo- 
dern coining, are fo very numerous, that all 
Cabinets, which have re been formed by a 





much eafier to counterfeit them in this man- 
ner, than if they were caft upon an Antique. 
Moft of the fcarce Ahtique Medals, which are 
the only ones that cheats find an intereft in coun- 
terfeiting, are worr; and have left part of their 
charms on the road’ (except thofe of golds 
which are almoft always fair and well pre- 
ferved) whereas the Medals of the Padin are 
ftill in all their béauty, and take much better 
in a mould than thofe-which tire hath injured 
and difabled. Henče comes the facility which 
falfe coiners (thar kave not fkill enuugh fo 
engrave) hare found in eating theie kinds of 
Medals. They are faznetimes nicre hard to 
be difcovered than the original counterteits 
upon which they are formed, b gatte in caft 
ng the: one may yve them whatever thick- 
nefs ene pleafes. In the feconst place, they 
fill up she cavite®; wilaich the fand hata left in 
them w.i-h mafl. , they touch the jeiters on 
them over again, tepriring them entirely wih 
the burin; and then diy over all there chests 
(2.2 «a variiith 





Of “Azedals cak upon fuch as are of modern” 


mafterly hand, are full of them. [It is itded. 
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avarnifh which compleats ther difguife. ft 


ougrs not therefore to appear anv thing’ ex- 
traordinary, if moft Virtcofos, fi -h efpecial-_ 
ly as are only beginning to dabbl’; m the Sci- 
ence, fhould be trepanned into this fort af 
Medals. | 

They are not however more difficult to b7 








-unmafked, than thofe of modern coining; pro 


vided we do but obferve the fame rules for 
difcovering them ; and keep ftilf in our mind, 
that thefe kinds of Medals are lighter than 
thofe which have been ftruck, becaufe the fire 
rarifies the metal z^. is melted, whereas that 


which is beater inust be condenfed, and be- 


come confequently mere weighty ; amd that 
the letters on them wii! not be genuine 3; and 
moreover the maftic and alfe varnifh will dif- 
cover themfelves vifibly €10ugh to the eye. 
Such as are caft upon modern coins in gold 
and falver, are {till more eafy to be difcovered 
than thofe in brafs; becaufe there is no dif- 
gulfing them either with maftic or witi a falfe 
varnifh. They fhew then, as it may be faid, 
their turpitude plainly ;.and a Virtuofo muft 
certainly be a ‘nere novice in the Science, if 
he is capable of being miftaken in them 
Mott of the reverfec -c all kirds of falfe 
Medals feave ofter enougn to impole on peo- 
ple; and accordingiy =-= fee that it is ufually 
che firft r+ by whic Virtuofos exa' nine a 
Medal. “fhe geneiality of them lay +} down 
for a ma:.im, that the bordes juftity t- field 








a> f ” F: ` = 
“OF the Ntedal, and that the t eld ferves ‘in its 


turn to yeftify che borders :. «t after all, no- 
ching, is raore uncertain and }-:ilacious than this 
tule in come relpect. We haw. iv muth a 

great 
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whereof wre hied and rounded in the «imes 
of the Ron.ans, in order to be afterwards in- 
chafed or f(t either about certain veffels or 
fome atber monuments of the like nature, 
which are ftill found fornetimes. ‘“Thefe have 
seen -uften looked upon as fufpected pieces; 
and the generality of Virtuofos ftill miftruft 
them, though they are certainly antique. 

Befides, there is an infinite number sf falfe 








Medals, that have their bœ uers pricked and. 


eaten, as if they had f™-.2 the injuries of 
many ages; which is dons s che following 
manner, They cover the borders of a falfe 





fevera] places: they Hill the holes, whith the 
inftrument they ufec in pricking it hath made; 
with agua fortis, which eats into and waftes the 
borders of the Meda’, as much and fometimes 
more than if they had been of the firft anti- 
quity. ft ıs herefore impoffible for them in 
this cafe to juftify the field of the Medal; fo 
that in the general nothing is l-fs decifive then 
the border; Giice for the reafi ns that í have 
here wlledged, Medsi that ha: them filed 
may’ very well E i: Antique, and cne that 
hath theim: eaten and worn, as an arrique Me- 
dal fhould naturally F:-ve them.’ may poffibly 
prove *o be fpurious. 


O 2 ART 


great nun.ber of filver Medals, tre ra verfes- 


Medal with wax, and then prick the wax imr 
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Medals cait upon Antioues. 


The Medals, of which I am to treat in 
this Article, that are caft upon Antiques, are 
lefs eafy to be difcovered, than either thofe oł 
the Paduan, or fuch as are caft upon modern 
pieces > becaufe when cheats fet about cafting 
thefe Medals, they take care to chufe for the 
print of the mom an Antique Medal, the 
peft preferved rhat they can find, and fuch 
an oñ? produces pieces well enough imitated 
to impote frequently upon the moft knowing 
Medals#fts. They may ceft them in this man- 
ner of all izes and metas; and when a {fkil- 
ful falle coiner hath toucked ovcr and repaired 
thefe kinds of Medals with’ his burin, they 
appear frequently as natural as the Antiques: 
and the rather, in that, as they only counter- 
fr duch teads and reverfes. as are rare, the 
Woork:inen, in erder to impefe the better on 
Popice, take care to ufe.for -hris matter fome 
antique Common “WVieduls that were coined at 
tne lame time with thofe-whrch they, coanter- 
feit, that fo the Glwer rnay be of the fame 
itandard. Fer example: a workman who 
Rath a nr? counterfeit the Triumphal Arch 
ef Septrm:us sverus, which is a revele very 
rare in 4j ver, will tiie care to melt -Town a 
common filver Meciul of th fame Emperor, 
to ferve rər the rnatterof w ch he makes. his 
falle picc and thus by tt equality of the 
ftandard of the flyer, render it more iikely 
to be vniaken. 

br 
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It muf be cwned that th:fe kinds of Me- 
dais àre 
than the remer; hecaufe having been fas I 
have obferved a httle before) cait upon the 
baft preferved and moft -perfeét Antique Me- 
dals, rhey retain the cafte of their model, and 
have really an air and “appearance that may 
very well impofe on Virtuofos. And accor- 
dingly we fee moft of them deceived in fome 
cafes of this nature, but more efpecially with 
regard to Imperial Medals in filver, which is 
the eafieft.fort of any to im#ace bv feafon of 
the fmallneis of the volu There are very 
few Cabinets in which the <re not fore of 
thefe IWledals ; fuch was the Pacatian cA the 
late Father Stephen Chamillard ; fuch alfo at 
prefent is the famc1is Medal in fine Glver of 
Magnia Urbica, in11e Cabinet of ‘the late Ab- 
bé Leroy at Paris, which impofed upon abun- 
dance of Virtuofo’s,. which Father Banduri has 
cited in his Catalogue as a fingular and the on- 
ly piece of ns kind, and which hath been late- 
ly difcovered to be a Medal c:..t ana repaired 
with a great del. of art and kill, aud confe- 
guem ly a courte feit. 

Antiquaries oight to be ext mely on their 
guara with regard *o this for: >f Mrdals, on 
account of the great refzmblanie which they 
bear to the Antiques. “They muit more par- 
ticulaily miftruft ail the large ‘wee: 75 in filver. 
‘The vives belonging to “i rajan, t-e Pertinax, 
Didius Julianus, Pefcenrius Niger, th: two Gor- 
dians of Africa, ne Tranqgultine, anc the Cer 

nelia Supera haw. ween iinitated a the afand and 
a thoufand timex, and I have fouid by ex- 
perience tat cut of twenty Meda:; of thefe 
4. rare 
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rane ‘sinds. whicl one fees in tie Caninets of 
the Fis. ` ces of France,.one tan ] ardly meet 

with {o.m ais as one or twr that ar: genuine. 
In order to difcover thefe Medals, it is ne- 
ceflury to examine two things: 1. the letters; 
2. the field of the Niedal. When s Medal 
hath not been ftruck in a Die, as all money 
is now-a-days, and as the Antique Medals 
were, excepting only a few of brafs, which I 
fhall fpeak af in their proper place, the let- 
ters on hem are more irregular, they do not 
<ome forward fron. the field of the Medal 
with the fame e!.xca> % and plainnefs as thofe 
on Antiquts , ney a-e more faded; and if 
the bur. hath been at work upon them, we 
difcover 1%: touches, ana, find that they have 
been alterei. We muft fo.'!ow a legend clofely 
from one end to the other, and examine whe- 
ther all the letters are of the. fan.e tafte and 
entirely uniform, whether'none of them limp, 
aiid whether they all come forward with the 
fame equali y for if there be a- dete&s us to 
any of thefe conditions, the Medi] ought juft- 

ite De fufpocct «i 

The veld fh u. lhkhewife irva to determine 
and afcertain aie face ot a, Mie dal when it hath 
cen Cazl< it, Jever fo ez cn, “as wheb:z4 Me- 
dal }ath ben ruck one may always tee in 
3t a cert?t: hollownefs,; and fome _ cavities 
ceuled by æ and. Thefe defeéts canilot he 
conctaies antl ~gwered, as in medals of, brafs, 
oy mafti and falle varmit, , they muft of 
neceility ppear plainly asd ~“fibly upon Me- 
dals of gc'd and filver ; anc tnesrthe difcern- 
ing cye ges a great way+towards diftmginim- 
ing then immediately at the glance ; 
eipe- 
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efpecially whv:. one hath acquired « toa 3 








fiderable @rgre, and in a perfet: which 
makes it fcarce pof. ble to be mifitKan 
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Antique Medals refitted, the Heads and Figures 
whereof are changed. 


Thefe are a kind of Medals, which are 
doubtleis the more likely to urpofe. on peo- 
ple, becaufe there feems lef reafon to miftruft 
them: and I readily tgice -hat aman muft 
be very well verfed in ttre metianifM of. Me- 
dals to be able to keep himfelf from bting de- 
ceived by thofe of tht kind. They are Antique 
Medals, to which t ey fubftitute new legends, 
and counterfeit the ..eads and reverfes on them 
with an art that 1s really wonderful. A Vir- 
tuofo fancies himfeli. perfeétly fecure when „he 
purchafers f.%edals of this kind, of which pev- 
ple ak the -efs diffident, becz1hk ney ure r2- 
ally Antique’ but they are not icfs-fpurious 
on that account, Escaufe tke z are afferent 
Medals in the. rain frein ~ aa they eprefent. 
It is e-fy enoug: v. imagine, - tat. +f Is only 
the {uit treads, ar i the ereat i zverfes, which 
are thus diftinguifhed ‘The ,..-e°teft. raic of 
thefe Medals come to as from ‘tasy, where 
they began to counterfeit them )2 a is manner, 
wen. they perceived that ihe othe: kihds of 
falfe Medals wei¢ too well kr-wn t> be mi- 
taken. 

Thereupor tbh y formed.the defig . of tyking 
a cammon Antique Medal, and tur ying it in- 
to a rae :wedal; 2f difguifing, fo. inftance, 
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laudius `i brats of the Colo.y of Antioch 
into: «~ © 00; a Fauftina the n. there a Medal- 
lion of rrin. SG. yellow cop èr, into a Titzdna x 
a Julia ot Severus in filver, into a Didia Cla- 
ra; a Macrinus of Cologne, into a Pefcennius 
Niger 3 an Orbiana of, great brafs, inte an An- 
nia Fauftina,; a Mammea, into a Tranguillina x 
a Philip the Father, or Valerian of great brafs, 
into an milian; anc fo with regard to o- 
thers. 

When the Heads are not fo nearly refem- 
bling one another, as thofe are which I have 
here mentioned. iffo. øh she difficulty of coun- 
fer 23"! asy- feelin ‘reater in fuch a cafe, 
yet it «oth not put a .top to the impofture. 
Able cheats know very ‘well how tẹ retouch 
them wivh the burin, fo as to make them 
alike. ‘Chey generally m ‘ke ufe of a Marcus 
Aurelius of brafs to turn it into a Pertinax : 
bu’. as thofe two Emperors are not very like 
once another, they take care to chufa 2. Marcus 
Aurelius om the reverfe of his confec ation, 
which is, reverfe that we meer with too in 
PRertina ; they thicken the. teard of Marcus 
‘Aurelius the xe the n. íe bigger, an 
when the tan e is -change¥- vith .addrefs and 
fkill, tuck a p: which atha gnt, re- 
ve:ie and ot æ maiks.of antiquity bcfides, 
mw vey gp. of cheating and deceiving a 
Vircuofo. ħa would be delighted to purchate 
an head ¢: ‘ih: Pecnfequence. 

All thee Artigue Medals thus difguifed are 
ver- com non an Cahiney efpecially in the 
ferries. of great and middle rafs, wich the 
varnifh aiv ays beit difpuifes. ft is tferefore 
the interet. of perfons who are fe ming col- 

weLlions 
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ections of M :Jdals, to apply them. -lves 


© unveil an l cafcover this trick and. €c ture, 
which confifts aln oit always ... Ube letters ; 
or it is not an ealy matter to atchieve. There 
ire in Italy fome werkn.en that have paffed 
ull their hves at this kind of play, and are 
derfect smafters of the art of taking out of a 
Medal the letters which are prejudicial to their 
defign, and Sf engravirg others in their ftead 
which appear fo natural, that moft Virtuofos 
ire impofed on by them. I have {een very 
(kilful Medalits, that knew very well how to 
diftinguifly the true frern the falfe, divided in 
their fentrments about a Yitzan. of porr Of 
Egyptian coining, which after all was only’ 
Faultina diuguiled. The Ce/fonia in gold, of 
the late M. Lebret”:Cabincts, was of tis kind 3; 
as foon as it arriv.d at Paris, it was difco- 
vered to be an 4pr7vippina the Morher,-on the 
reverfe of Caligula; and her narae had b2en 
taken aii w fubftitute in its ftead that of G z- 
fonia; and o make of it by help of this al- 
teration, a Ntedal which had itmpefed on all 
the Antiquerses of Provence. 

L faw a little while apo in tie hands ot the 
Bifhcp of Die,- ..Claudits t this kind of 
maf aterfetted nto an, Ao of the Co- 











lony of Antioch, wnich this P elate ¢ whoa 
ought to be confidered as one wn ; Deft An-. 


tiquaries) had Arit difcovered 1 > be genu- 
in., but of this kind ef maket, auu ‘hich was 
wrought with a furpristng an, DThefe ki 





of Medals are chłeny te be aifcove ed b the 


letters ; witch -anuit be examined with 3.1 the 
reur that I have prefcribed at th* latter cnd 
oF the ,é, O0Ins’ Article, 
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fides fhe he:.ds, they likewife touch over 
again und refir the revérfes A Medal may 
be fine of tne fide of the head, and yet be 
eaten, worn, and J: oiled ọn the fide of the 
reverfe : now if it be a reve:( tnat is rare, 
and the Medal is of brafs, they. work it over 
again with the burin, and revive ali the fi- 
gures of it by hollowing a little into the field 
of the Medal. We muft then take notice, 
that thefe kinds of reverfes refitted in this 
manner have no relief, and do noc come for- 
ward out of the feid ; and it is chiefly by this 
mark that they are to ne difcovered. 
x i2?re are allo a gr&t many Medals (I am 
{fill fpeaning of thofe or brafs) that have fome 
rare reverfes which are fary and feem well pre- 
ferved, tut which howev:2r are entirely po- 
itic. Tiere are likewife ‘/.ntique Medals, the 
heads of which they do not: ufually touch ; 
bur only holkow the reverie, which they fill 
w tha maftłc of fuch a colour as cime hath 
given tó the Medal, and faften it fo nirmly 
to the metal that there is no deparatung them 
without .force a-d violence. They then en- 
grave upcn the reverfes whatever figures or 
other ornaman rhey have-a mind te ont fv. 





























them, in crde o wi ke of them areit . 
ana tàr bel. — -eferved Mfedals: they varnifh 
them on bo- = and in this condition they 
are the mr able of impofing on peoples; 


in thar a g rey er, feeing that the head is ge- 
wure dce:h ne. always think-of examining 
iee n everfe with ne exafthels that is reouGte. 
Part’..»wev2r of the fineft reverits of Nredal- 
in the’ great brafs have been more rr lefs 12- 
roncaed and refitted in this manrer. yhougch 
thev 
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they are nor xl refitted entirely, wed there are. 
abundance ef them that have only .qame parts 
retouched ; it is fii‘: in this cafe, cecording to 
my way of thinking, a very great defeét in 
a Medal, and lefitns its merit and value ex- 
ceeding! 

There are few {feries in great brafs, but we 
may find in them great plenty of thefe Me- 
dals- in order to know...and diftinguifh them, 
one muft have a long acquaintance and be 
well verfed in Medals, and have formed a 
fure tafte with regard to the coinage of the 
Romans ; .and then thefe hiwJs of pieces can- 
not efcape one. In the. mèai time n Ytu- 
ofo ought ever to miftruft a Meda’ when := 
fees it covered with a talfe varnifh, and fhould 
prick the moft fufp cious parts of it with the 
burin, to fee wheth ‘r they make refif ance, or 
whether they are of smaftic; he mut be more 
efpecially careful tc examine whecher ai! she 
parts of 2 reverfe form ‘an uni.arm whok’; 
fuch we may imagine :. Medal ought to Fe, 
when it hath been coined‘ in a Dic. engraved 
with art and exaćtnefs: zgd if he perceives 

















any inequalriez, thereir; ne c 'ght r fufpec&- 


the Medal. When we ar: r. kig a pur- 
Cilla. iP wiy We Ou to have recourfe 
to an 4... Conzoiffeur, who wik nox let ne be 
:mpofed on 5 or at feaft be furs «'' th 

and judgment of the feller: apt 

rifeue is run in either of thefe ` 
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ARTICLE 


Of Medals firuck witb the Hammer, and fuch 
as are encafted or joinet together. 





The Medals that we term namimered are 
very much of the fame kind with thofe thar I 
have been {peaking of juft before. They are 
likewife common Antique Medals, which 
fhould be well preferved. ‘They file the re- 
verfes of them all over, and then ftrike new 
ones in their ftead with a modern Die, which 
imeaaes che Antique well enough: which is 
S-me by -aying the fide of the head (which 
they do not touch over at all) upon feveral 
folds of thick paper, thatit may not be flat- 
tened 5; nd then they prt the modern Die 
apon the T verfe of the Modal, and make it 

the imp-efiion or ftamp by ftrokes of the 
hammer. As thefe reverfes, hammered in this 
manner, -come forward from a cgin, they are 
very neat and unifarm, and im+tate che An- 
Bique mere or leis ‘according to the fkill and 
abilities of the Eng ver  Thefe kinds of 
reverfes gentrat frike people with rheir ra- 
































rity ; the great-tt pa « of tchem fior to 
b- “nd upor true ano legirmmate asviedals. 
de Claudiam.ex fontibus, &c. on 


of Claudius; Pontem Aelium on 
of Adrian; Fxpeditio Judai ta, 
have í en. on the reverfe of the fame 

E mni eror, and o her the ffke mea ocjals. In 
this fe then itus the Medals thent elve: that 
difcovwer their falfity , becaufe it is ecnertiy 
known that moft of thefc-reverfe: ere mere 
fictions, . 
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fictions, and never really exifted upon Ar 

tique Meda: .5 which ought to engape « Vir- 
tuofg to krow exactly the Medals which are 
found to t2 Antiqnes, efpecially in the kind 
to which hc takes It is moreover eafy enough, 
if one is never ío little ufed to Medals, to dif- 
tinguifh..fuch <s are hammered, by the ever 
fenfible differenc? of the coinage of the head 
from that of the reverfe;; which makes a con- 
traf{t eafy enough to be obferved. 

After having treated of hammered Medals, 
it is natural that fuch as we term incafted- 
fhould be econfidered in their order. ‘They are 
two halves of common Medals joined te -e- 
ther, and making one that is rare and curic 
it is ordinarily upon „Medals of brafs and fil- 
ver that this new fraud is praGtifeqd For in- 
{tance, they make 1@ of an Anton) us, and 
hollow its reverfe ali over: they then prepare 
an head of Fauftina, and fit it to tals reveii?; 
which being joined togeryher make one fait 
Medtsi If at be a Medal of brafis, they 
take carc to chufe two bvrafs Miedals of the 
fame colour and the fame yoir fh. ‘T) ere-are 
fome_of thefe Medals thi are sined v.ogether 
in this manner {o -very dextravf ‘aitd with fo 
MUC: ~a eis that inerk inc a. Woll, but the’ 
abfolute affuranee one hath that rhey are. — 
cafted, can enable on: to difcore: th © probity 
the rather, becaufe the borders of. uttle Or no 
ewhikh is hollowed ftill remain. = 

I have feen a good number of Me. 
nlver of ‘2 tami- ef S-F in tus Seve jas 

hich hac wès heads, und which were ly 

Medan. imcatted neatly. Tr requires likew fe a 

great attint n te diftinguifh and know the 
pites 




















207 











The Manner of diftinguifhing 
jeces: but when Virtuofos examine them 
carefully and having a notion brforehand of 
the trick, are, as I fuppofe, on their guard 
againit it, they will always be abe to difco- 
ver fome marks of fraud about che rgrailed 
rims of the coin, which are ap to bewray the 
impofture. | 
Thefe Medals are moft of them c¢ompofed 
of two heads: but there are aifo fome of them 
that have reverfes clapped to them in the 
fame manner; fuch as the Amphitheatre of 
























‘Titus Vefpafian, which is found fometimes in 





great brafs on the reverfe of a Domitian. 

Chough thefe pieces are formed of a head 

2aieverfe that are both antique, they are 
not the more valuable on that account: they 
are {till fpurious 2nd counterfeit Medals ; and 
we oug t to reject thera with as much con- 
tempt as We would all tne other forts of falfe 
Medals thai. I have already mentioned. No- 
Ying is reall, fire aidd beautiful but truth; no- 
ining but truth is amı %ble. 

There are alfo fo. ne Medals, as well of brafs 
as frlvcr, thata t wo half Medals foldered tò- 
pether ev wo cme. who had not {kill and 
dexterity .101 th œ incaft them: but-.the ’” are 
eafily KkKrow by the Eare i ipec or the 
horder or ed, , which 1s “Iways hiu, an 
fhews. &1f Isinly enovalrat the firft exami- 
nation of ze two pieces. | 

We r .it not however confound tħek in- 

{ted Medals with an infinite quantity of An- 
ic te Medals ti at we have in thu three metals 
an, of all izes, which have rave. ‘e, that do 
net velong to the heads they repreteht. [ th 


mittakes happened at the very ime of the 
Medals 
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Medals bring coined, through the fault of th 
warkmen ¿mployed in ftriking thsm, who 
taking om. Die for another, tacked often to 
an Emperor or ah Emprefs, a reverfe of a 
former rei':n. ar one that belonged to fome 
Other diffrent head. There are few Cabinets 
but have fom of thefe Medals in them: I 
have feveral of them in my. feries of great brafs, 
which I have quoted on another occafion, and 
it is needlefs for me to repeat here. what I then 
obferved. I have begun to draw up a Cata- 
logue of this kind of Medals, which I may 
poflibly publifh fome time or other, though 
for this only reafon, that nothing ought 7- be 
unknown in the Science of Medals, and um = 
pieces are ftill very curious, even on account 
of the very defect of their coinage. | 
Thefe reverfes hus tranfpofed f.om one 
Medal to another are very frequent in the {mall 
brafs at the beginning of the lotyer Meda'lig. 
Empire; I mean under the mign of Gallis- 
nus. The thirty Tyrant that rofe up one af- 
ter another in this Prince’s time, made moft 
of them only, their ‘appearunce on th¢ ftage, 
and were immediately afhec and aeftroyed ` 
hy ivals that got into the: pace and made 
| their exi€ im. -ihor a time as the 
others. The ofFcers and workmen of ths 
Mints in the Prov ¢es ufurped bL -rhefe fhort- 
Javed Tyrants, had fometimes .ardly time 
enough to engrave the heads of heir new 
matters ; and fp joined to them reverie: of the 
precedenter gns. Herce toat we fe rH 
Pacaty Orbis on the reverfe of a Mec of 
Mars- who reigned only three days ; ard an 
inhinite nuarber of Other the like infcriptiops, 
P whi h 
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The Mauner of diftinguifhing 
which it 1s neceffary to be acquainted with be- 
forehand, that we may not be puzzled or 


{toppecl every moment in the exjilanation of 
fuch Medals. 
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ARTICLE VI. 


Of Medals that have Crack and Counter- 
mares. 


The cracks that are to be feen on a great 
number of Antique Medals, moft commonly 
upan thofe of great brafs, which by the ex- 

and broadnefs of their flank were moft 
iunvject to this accident, have given occafion 
to falfe coiners to imitate this defect, thas by 
the hel; of  wetl counterfeited crack, they 
might n.ske their falfe NItdal país the eafier. 
The greate.t part of fpurious Medals have this 
equivocal rn ark of Antiquity, efpecially, as 
I have juft berore obferved, thofe of great 
biafs ; becaufe the broader a Meda] is, the 
more is it fubject. to fplit and fly fn pieces. 
Now ii is plain t'at. nothing; but the force of 
the Coin an, make s Medal crack. We fee 
very few, Lic~ed nxt to none of cur mo- 
dern coin wth this mark, ‘secauic inode 
ttroke or pr ture of tie P efs gives them the 
ftanz%p ana  x«apreffion that chey bear: whereas 
the Ancier s, who coined their money with 
repeated ftrokes of hammers (as is proved ir- 
rei-agably by an infinkte namber of Medals, 

«hich we riay Obferve the hb: ds reyeries 
and gends to havesbeen marked~o, flunpea 
at feveral times) were very liable to hove meir 
Medal or Coin cracked. ‘Tl s pat it aa E 
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head of modern falfe coiners to imitate thefe 
cracks uppoo abundance of counter.cie Meda.s, 
as well fuch as were coined (as thofe of the 
Paduan wre) as fuch as were only caft. In 
order therfore to know whether the crack 
hath been se æ Gnce the coinage, we muft 
examine ‘itrou: both fides, ancl fee whether 
be equal and vcnifotm in ics fhape, whether 
be natural, wh ther it winds and goes on gri- 
dually leflenings till it ends in certain 1mper- 
ceivable filaments; and then ir’we dind Jn it 
all thefe conditions, we may very well con- 
clude that the Medal is Antique, cr rather that 
the flank is fo 3; for the Medal may cthciaviie 
have fome of the defects which i have 

an account of in this Treatife. 

If on the contrary, the crack is broad at its 
beginning and ftrair, dnd dots nor erminate 
in the manner I hav; related above we ought 
from thence to judge that it hat} been added 
and made by the file, an@ an {fuch cafe we nee 
not look out for any othgyr marks of the falfity 
of the Medal, É 

The Nfedals which are tquatermarked, are 
pieces that have an antique Fm prefiior, which 
was Itamped upan them avhene the Directors 
E Oricegs. af thre Miint. Of Ae Empire 
Iharos the dononjjration -of . their’ current 
value; juft as we © sinc fols @huntermariked 
with a flower-de-Juce at the tim hen’ Mhefe 
pieces were altered in their valut under the 
reign of Louis the Great. We ice upan abun- 
dance of. Micd4ls of great ans, middle bx als 
rhe tbuntbaarks in. srious fü fhions. E 
Piigh ,J2epire we ufually find thefe Aters, 
N, P, R, ©, B or thefe, N, C, A, P, R. 

P 2 T heie 


= 

















ře- 


21x 
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Thefe laft have been explained by thefe words, 
obis conceffa à populo Romano. 4 1 have. a 
Claudius of great brafs, on the treverfe of 
which is the Triumphal Arch of his father 
Drufus, with this counterņmaiı™=, M-P. There 
are fome that have on them the ah e of Au- 
cuftus A U G, and others wit. the Senatus 
Confulto S. C. &e. 

There is no manner of dovot but that all 
the Medals of brafs thus countermarked are 
Antiques ; and I have never yet found that 
any falfe countermarks were ever coined. It 
is therefore a fure fign that a Medal is genu- 
ine, when it hath fuch a countermark upon it: 
2’. thc remains further to be done, 1s to exa- 
mune whether it be otherwife genuine in all its 
parts, and whether it be not a common Me- 
da] retouched or refitte@ with the burin, and 
converted into a rare MI dal; juft as I have 
fmetimes í en the Agrippina of Germanicus 
countermarke] ged. with the reverie of Sena- 


tuf-confulto converted into the Agrippire of 
Claudius, 











ån TICLE Vit. 


Cf Medals i. t ar- bla'n); anè of gep g arg 
MÈ TOT-E A, 





The Medals of gold and filver which they 
term platee ftem to be exempt from All fuf- 
picion.. ‘they are pieces of Yalf@ money which 
were counter ited gmong the 7  rcients, and 
pú ff for godd and Tarrrent cAn. . N sbody 
will und any great difficulty in belié®Wng tnat 
there have always been falfe < diners, ftom ‘the 

time 
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time that nations were formed into focieties 
under a civil government, and the ufe of gold 
and Gilver money was introduced and fettled. 
This che. hath been perpetually practifed 
down to air stffie, and in all probability will 
not end but vith the world. But it muft be 
owned, that ameng the Romans the falfe 
coiners were v ry clever and ingenious cheats, 
and were particularly excellent engravers. As 
all the gold and filver coins of the Empire 
were made in all the perfection of workman- 
fhip, it was abfolutely necefflary to imitate and 
come up fo them in the counterfeit pieces, 1n 
order to pafs them off in the world. We ac- 
cordingly fee them imitated to fuch a degree, 
thar we åre often obliged to prick the pieces, 
when they are not cut or pared, ta difcover 
whether they are phi-ed, that is, whether they 
are copper within. 

The coining of counterfeit Medals was 14 
thofe days extremely difucult tO be practifed 
It was not then to be dor-e, a8 jt is now, with 
little moxe than mixing a litt}, gold with cop- 
per, oy with barcly whitening over a, piece of 
bafe. metal. he falfe cosners among the Ro- 
nans eovered heir pieces wih 2 Teat. of pure 
soldi è -filver, thiek enough net to wear off 
or difcover itfelf iii’ after they sad beer long 
ufed in commerce, and fo com: renet į vith 
the copper of the infide at the tne of their 
being coined, thar it was impoffible to diftin- 
guifh them ~ ny way but by cutting or 
piercing thesia with a Patra or tume other — 
struit a 

ahis circumstance is fufficient to fhew us 
that money was carce in the Roman Empire. 

r g neces 











arz 








The Manner of diftingut/birg 


fince a workman ran the hazard of brung pu- 
nifhed with all the feverity of the laws for the 
fake of counterfeiting a Alver Medel, which 
is hardly now-a-days worth ten-pfince, and 
was at that time of a much lowctr wi lue. 

We may confequently be aflur d that a Me- 
dal is undoubtedly Antique, wien we find it 
plated, and was coined at the v :ry time it was 
fo plated. As thefe pieces wire coined ina 
hurry, and always in fubterraneous “places, they 
are very fubjeét to have faults in the legends, 
which render them for the moft part fingular, 
eicher by the tranipofition of the letters, or by 
fame other defects. We fhould examine them 
with attention, and we {hall find after all that 
there are few of them, efpecially in filver, but 
what are it enough to enter into a feries. 

The thicknefs and relief of gold and filver 
Medals havitg given occpfion for falfe coiners 
to plate them the mere eafily, there was found 
at laft fo great a quantity of thefe plated 
pieces, that when in -the reign of the fans of 
Conftantine the Great, the current com of the 
Empire (which had fcarce been.any thing but 
of bafe métal from the time of the Emperor 
Caracalla) w reformed, gnd money cr vare 
filvei swes -coiwred, ic vas thought neeetfary 
for the public-fecurity tð diminifh it to half 
ics fultmer weight or thereabouts, and to make 
it fo thir, thgt it would be impoffible any 
longer to falfify it, which was conteived to 
be the moft ef -ctual way that edmnld be taken 
to orevent the like chear for the ft ure Wot- 
withieanding this piecaution, P have fèen a 
plated Valentinian of gold in the Cabinet of 
M. Mahucdel, who is the only Antiquary that 

| I know 
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I know ir France, who hath taken the pains 
and care ro collect all the fingularitics imagi- 
nable that are to be found in the point of An- 
tique Medals, as well with regard to their fa- 
brick, as in relation to Huftory ; and he hath 
indeed a  Heétion of them that 1s the only 
əne in iff Kina. 

The Medals then of filver which are plated 
may be admitt:d undoubtedly for Antiques : 
it is not practicé#ole to refit the letters on them, 
as may be done upon Medals shat are of a 
good alloy ; becaufe the Medal being covered 
only with a leaf of filver, it will not bear bee 
ing worked over again. Some other method 





was then to be taken by ingenious artitts, if- 


they were minded to go on with their fraud 
in counterfeiting this kind of Medals; and 
fome of them, to pufli it to the utned{t point 
it was capable of reaching, bethought them- 
felves of percing forme falfe but well counter- 
feited Medals ot filver with a ret-hot needle, 
the fre of which taints and icddens the Me- 
dals on the inGide, and makes fuch as do not 
examire: the matter clofely, tancy it to be 
plated Wher we. meet with this kind of 
Mecals thus s:erced and imaginec ta be pla- 
ed =o muft, if we are not fkilfil enough to 
difcover the fpuriouin: fs of the Medal rake 
care to prick it either in the field or in the 
borders, and by that experiment: faisip our- 
felves, whether it be really plated and confe- 
quently “knfigue 
Medals tac were by accicent mifsoined, 
I aim perfu. ded never were cousterfeiced, and 
they may all e locked upon as pieces cer-ainly 
Antique. Thefe which we call fo are Medals 
P 4 ther. 
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that have the: fame head on both fides, in re- 
jef on one fide, and hollow on rte other 

This defect is owing to the hurry and preci- 
pitation of the coiner, who before he had ta- 
ken off the Medal which had been ftruck im- 
mediately before, clapped on ıt a new flank, 
which having the Die above it, ang the Me- 

dal, which had not been taken away, under- 
neath it, received on both fide the impreffion 
of the fame head in relief and in hollow, but 
always {truck more imperfectly on the fide of. 
the holiow, the effort being much weaker on 
the fide of the Medal than on that of the Die. 

The% Medals, which are rare, ferve in Cabi- 









nets only for matter of curiofity : there zre fe- 





veral of them in gold and filver, and fome of 
brafs, efnecially of the middle: I do not re- 
member that I ever faw one in great brafs. 
We meet fometimes with rare heads of this 
kind: fuch is a Pertina ot filver, which I 
haye {feen formerly. m the Cabinet of the late 
Mionfieur de Pont-Caré, Firft Prefident of «he 
Parliament of Normandy, who would have 
left his heirs the fineft feries of [mperi | Me- 
dals ot filver in Europe, if M. Abé de 
Rothelin had not formed oné of fhem that fur- 
pafleth it inftritely 
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Of cat Medals that are Antique, and -of Me- 
dallions compofed of diffexcnk Genopers. 


+ hough I have advanced that: all A mague 
Medals were {truck with -the hammer, and 





that fuch as are caft ought looked upon as 


ipurious 
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fpurious tieces, formed either upon the An- 
tyque or. upon the Modern 3 it is neverthelefz 
very certain, that there are fome Medals of 
brafs whick have been caft, and yet are really 
Antiques. I do nat propofe to fpeak here 
of thofe picces.of an enormous fize, which re- 
srefent rme Head of Rome, and which ferved 
or weignts among the Romans; nor yet of 
thofe which are.almoft..like them in weight, 
on which we fée the heads of the Ptolomies 
Kings of Egypt, which were defigned for the 
fame ufe, and which could not have been made 
without the help of a moulds; but only of the 
Medals which are to be met with in all Cabi- 
nets, and which have been caft. Such are 
mot of the Medals and Medallions of yellow 
copper of the fame fafhion, which wcre made 
in the reigns of the Emperors 3; and fome o- 
thers which are Greck, either the make of An- 
tioch or of fome otker Grecian Colonies, which 
are alfo caft, but in a mould and of a make 
fo vifibly antique, that it is utterly impoffible 
to miffake them. It is true indeed, that 2 raw 
unexperienced Virtuofo will Be apt ta eject 
rhete iMfedals- bur when a. man hath once 
formed a fure and difcerning, tafte with. regard 
to the wor’manfhig of the An” lents, he will 

treat them no more as iufpicious. 
I do not know any of the Latin Medrls but 
thole of the Pofthumz in great and midele 
rafs, among which we caa find any that are 
caft. Indecck moft of the Medals of thofe two 
Tyrants are -vifib!y fc 3; but w.th {uch an air 
and ‘titice o the Anr‘yue, as immediately ‘fa- 
tizfies and con inces -àa Virtuofo that :s a Con- 
noeifvfeur. Ther: was not however at .hat time 
ar. y 
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22y want of able and ingenious engravers inGanl 5 
xs appears evidently from a good prt of the 
brais Medals of the reigns of the Pofthum1, 
and particularly thofe of Pofthumus the father, 
which are of a tafte, a neatnefs, and a delica- 
cy worthy of the fineft rcigns of the Empire: 
A Virtuoio muft not rejeét without diffinction 
ail the caft Medals, particularly thole which I 
have here mentioned ; for witti regard to the 
reit, they ought certainly to be looked upon 
as very fulpicious. 

The rareft pieces that we have in point of 
Antique Medals, are thofe which we caill Me- 
dallions 3; which were not the current money 
of the Empire, as all other kinds of Medals 
were. “[Chefe Medallions were ftruck to ferve 
as publiesmecmorials of tranfactions and events, 
and were eithcr diftributed and thrown amon 
the people at Plays, Triumphs, and the like 
ceremcnies, or given to toreign Embafiadors 
ane Princes. The Romans ftiled thefe pieces 
Miifilia, and the Italians call them Medaghonz, 
a nzne which we have borrowed from them to 
expreis and figniry Medals of the largeft fize. 

‘There are, as I have olnervec alreaay, an 
infinite number of Medallions thac «are fpuri- 
ous. whether shey be of-me@dets. “et-ng, or 
only cait. cides the rules whics 1 have laid 
down abewe fos tne. farer difcovery of them 
vo may be carcful to mind wherher they art 
not compofed of diferent ceppers, and in this 
caie they are Antiques. Lhe make of thefe 
pieces lics in their being compofed of different 
coppers, which are not im-corporate: 1 together, 
but one o then only iftchates the other, znd 
which ac ttruck with the {fxme Die We 

may 
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may obfer e in them, that the characters o- 
letters of tne legend eat fometimes into beth 
the metals, and at other times they are only 
upon the inner, to which the firft circle of me- 
tal ferves only fora border. ‘Thefe pieces are 
gertainly Antique, and not to be fufpected in 
rie leaft’; Yo that I fhall not attempt to fay 
more upon their fubjeét: the only misfortuné 
is, that we nycet with very few of them. 


ARTICLE IA, 


Of -Medals that are merely invented, and of {uch 
as have been very seldom counterfeited. 





I {hall here only in fome meature point out 
the Medals which have been invented as the 
‘ancies Of workmen fuggefted to them, -in or- 
ler to impofe on un¢xperienced Virtuofos, who 
ire delighted to purehafe Medals of a fingular 
zind, though fuch as never appeared in Anti- 
qjuity. Sach are the Greek Medals of Pria- 
aius, Paris and Helena, of Æneas, Hlercuies, 
und fewernl other Kings, Gererals or Phrlofo- 
Shers, that im thei ectmes fitled the Univerfe 

rh ineir rercwii, but sxhoie memory there 
was Never t.ay cart tuiken to tr.nfmit by the 
help of. MTedzis to pofterity ‘There are like- 
wife iome Lain ones ct? Annraat, Scipio, Ci- 
eero, and otter che like heroes of the Repub- 
lics of Carch::ce and Pone, which are of the 
fame ciats, 

All thetu pieces, a’hich it is very well 
known never exifted among the Ancients, car- 
ry Itkewife wih them fuch vifible inarks of 
[purioufnels, having been moft of them caft. 
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hat it would be an unpardonable b under not 


‘to know them; and it is entirely needlefs ftu. 


“nlarge further on their account, brcaufe 
.» that enters the lifts ‘of the Medallic 

„ace, is immediately made acquainted with 
tne fpurioufnefs of all thcfe Heads. 

The Confulary Medals, feries of which ar: 
eencrally only formed in filver, becaufe there 
are few of them to be met with in brafs, and 
{till fewer ir gold, never were counterfeited 
fo frequently as thofe of the Gresian Kings 
and the Roman Emperors. As there anneared 
much leis eagernefs in the queft of thefe kind 
of Medals, whereof there are but few fine fe- 
ries, the falfe coiners did not take fo much 
pains to counterfeit them, as they did with re- 
gard to the others. To this reafon may be 
added another, that there are very few of them 
found fo perfeétly well preferved as to be fit 
to form a fine mould, except fuch as were re- 
newed by order of the Emperor Trajan, and 
a very fèw others. All thefe Medals are hard- 
ly worth more than their weight, whith did 
not give encouragement enough to falfe coiners 
to counterfeit and imitate them. I do-not 
think that there are any of them of mole«-,, 
coining ; but I fhall not Gtfer to maintain that 
One may not meet witk: iome that are caft ; 
however, a Viittuofo that gives ‘nto the tafte 
of che’Co:nfaiary Meals runs «nuch leis ha- 
card of being dectived than ne ages in the 
orher collections. 

The Medals which w.:.-* coined in the Roa- 
man Colonies are u dentai, the molit curious 
mouumei ts that are left us of the ruins of the 

Roman 








Antique MEDALS, &c. 22I 


Ro nan Empire. They have likewife beerr 
-ls .s íubjeć` to be counterfeited than the Confu- 
lary Medals, by reafon of the clumfinefs and 
coarfenefs of tk!ir work, which it would be 
ina manner impoffi-le to imitate. We find 
very few of them that are fine, and a man 
as great luck, when in thofe which he pur- 
chafes of this kind, he finds the figures on 
them tolerably wmreferved, and the legends in 
a condition to be read. This is the moft learn- 
cì kind af Medals that we have; but the 
noft uncouth and difagreeable with regard to 
tlc. wu:ikmanfhip or beauty of the pieces, 
which confequently are the leaft eafy of any 
to be counterfeited, becaufe an ingenious work- 
man will never be capable of imitating any 
thing but what is very fine. We may then 
confider all the Medals of Colonies as genuine 
and really Antiques and I do not remember 
that I ever faw any of them that are fpurious. 
If we do in faét meet with fome Greek ones, 
fuch as thole vu. the Colony of Antioch, of 
Samofita, or.others of that kind, which feem 
to have been caft; they are nòt lefs Antiques 
on that account, as £ have-obferved in the 
foregoing Article. © 

The Medals or Cems called Quinarii, which 
is the {malleft kind that we have, have been 
counterfeited is much as the refl cf the Impe- 
rial Medals... There dre found abundance of 
them thar are cr ít, as wel! in gold as in filver ; 
it is neceflary evento :xamine them with more 
rigor and exactnefs th:1 the ordinary Medals, 
becaufe they-are ftz1 vare» There are but 
few of thefe M edal ` to be icen in the various 
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Cabinets which have been formed M. Vail- 
tant had collected a feries of them for the 
Duke of Maine, which is now mixed with 
others in the Cabinet of Abbé de Rotheliny who 
hath formed a collection of them that is the 
only one in its kind. 
Among the filver Medals of the Confulary 
Families, there are found fome pieces that 
have their borders or edges notched and in- 
dented. We meet likewife with fome of this 
fort among the heads of the firft Roman Em- 
perors, as of Julius Cæfar, Mark Anthon z 
and Auguftus. Thefe Medals were, ut tne 
time of their being ftruck, adjufted in this 
manner by the Directors atid workmen of the 
Roman Mints, to {hew that they were true 
and lawful money, and not liable to be plated. 
Thefe Medals are certainly Antiques, and ne- 
ver were counterfeited. | 

T'he Medals that are ftiled Conturniati, from 
the Italian word which expref. th the manner 
in which they were ftruck, of two forts. 
‘There are forme of them Greek, ones, which 
are generally and with reafon believed to have 
been coined in Greece, in honour of the greae 
men they reprefent > and thére are others that 
were ftruck for fome Roman Emperors ; and 
it is thefe laft that are moft eafily met with, 
and ufually ranged in the feries of great brafs. 
Autiquaries ate much dividec.in their opinions 
as to ihe time whi n thefe Medals weve coined. 
Some maintain that the 7 were revived by the 
Emperor Gallienus, wl >n. he revived ill the 
Confecrations of his pr:d flors: others, and 
I believe with better reafons on heir fide,. put 
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of the time of their being {truck till the reigis 

Valentinian. However it bein chat point, 
thefe Medals, which are of .the moft fincular 
fabrick, and t.e leaft capable of being imi- 
tated, have na., as far as I have been able to 
HSbferve, ever veen imitated: only I have feen 
ome of them, the figures whereof had been 
efiuced by time, and which had been retouchéd 
or wrought over again with the burin 5 as is 
eafy enough to be difcovered .by the very 
marks of the burin, which are ftill freflhh and 

ainly to be obferved. All thefe Medals are 
of ttie worth, and they are ranked among 
the great brafs, purely becaufe one finds a 
pleafure in getting together every thing that 
belongs ?n any refipect to a collection ot Me- 
dals. 

The laft kind of Antique Medals, fome of 
which have been pyeferved to our times, are 
Medals of lead. Falfe coiners have in there 
latter ages of t} - world, made counterfeit ones 
of chis kind: oa: they are hardly worth the 
pains cf being looked, and ought rather to be 
thrown away with. contempt The Antiques 
chat we have left of- them .are very few in 
number; but I have feen fome of thofe of 
Antoninus-and anotizr Emperor. They are 
eafy to be known by the lead, which is whi- 
tifh and of a dirty colour; as well as by their 
make, which it is much more d@ificiat tO Imi- 
tate in lead a: in in any aiher inttal. 
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ARTICLE X 


Among the Medals that ccmpofe all the 
Cabinets of Virtuofos, there are fevera! pirre. 
which are found ro be Antiques in one “ort a. 
metal, or in one fize, and yet none of the 
like are to be found in other feries of diffe- 
rent metals and fizes. It muft not however 
be from hence imagined, that becaufe we hav e 
mot as yet difcovered them, we fhall ne» 
find any Antiques of thofe forts; reafon and 
experience joining to prove the contrary. 
There is no manner of doubt to be made, 
but that when they ftruck Medals fo? an Em- 
p :or, or for fome perfon of his family, they 
itritck fome in all the three metals, of gold, 
filver, and brafs,; and likewife of different 
(ves 3 though even to this tire there are fome 
feries, in which feveral Hea./s are wanting. 
We have no Otho ftruck at Rume by the con- 
{fert and autherity-of the Senate, becaufe the 
Senate did not ceclare in favour of this Prince. 
‘That iluftrious Body, - before they acknow- 
ledged him for their Sovereign, and in eon 
fequence thereof caufed brafs money to be 
coined in his name, theught it proper to wait 
and fee the conclufion of the Civil War which 
was raifeda Serween him and Yitellius his Com 
petitor ror the Ert,. °Ħ But this rcaian, which 
holds as to brafs Mede:3 with cegard .2 Otho 
and Pefcennius Niger <amuct take place in 
refpect of othtr ivign:, ance (as J have ob- 
Served before) they dia net cor orh fer on 
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fort of Medals; and when we bave difco- 
ve cd any of one fort, we may reamwnably cx- 
‘peét to find in time thofe of another which 
kaye been wanti1g hitherto. 

The earth Hath not yet given up all the 
treafures it hoids of Medals, which the ruins 
fo rnany ages have depofited within her 

vowels. Twenty years ago the Annia Faufting 
of filver, which was luckily found by M. Lai 
sé, and hath fince paffed into Abbe Rothelin’s 
Cabinet, was not fo much as known; and 

„ugh two centuries had paffed fince the cu- 
not. world had begun to form Cabinets of 
Medals, it had all that while efcaped the 
fearches of Antiquaries. The Orbiana of gold 
is hardly known as yet, and M. Vaillant hath 
afierred that there was no {uch thing: ,yet 
fome time ago a fair one well preferved was 
difcovered, and is now in the King of France’s 
Cabinet. Lucky d-foveries of this kind are 
made pretty fr quently: and there are taw 
Virtuofos zeai and diligent in their fearches, 
but mcet in time with picces that are fingular, 
and even fuch as.are tie on; Ones n their 
kind. I had mvferf two veats ago in Nor- 
tuandy., the good fortune to find a noble Me- 
dallion in byais of tne Emperor Adtian, upon 
the reverfe of which is COS. IIL. with the 
fhe-wolf and the two children. ‘This piece 
had béen ever before unknown. 

I found. 5l -wife a little uile azo a Medal 
gill mor» Sine yar : it s an Aiexander Severus 
of great brat; vith a reVeric, the legend where- 
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aave not ycL feen this yery title inicribed to 
yny Roman Emperor, we ought not however 
to be furprized to fee it given to this Prince 
Gnce we find on the reverfe cf his Medals ia 
filver, PLE RPETUITATI AUG. ar in- 
{cription never found on any Mcdals but thofe 
ot this Prince. Abbé de Rothelin hath faun 
likewife two filver Medals of the fame Em 
peror, with the Legend PIETAS M.-LI- 
TUM: It isthe figure of a woman holdin; 
generally one or two military enfigns. 

Thefe Medals, as alfo a good number 
others, which I might quote, as well vith. 
gard to the Heads as the Reverfes, will no 
in all probability long remain the only ones 
of their kind ; and it was not the cuftom to 
coin fo inconfiderable a number thereof, as to 
make us defpair of ever feeing them multi- 
plied. Their degree of rarity indeed wil’ 
Mbhitt till new difcoveries are made of others 
ard thus, though we have ne: feen a Pefcen 
nius, the Gordians of Africa Maximus, or 
a Paulina, Gc. in gold, it is not impoffible 
but we may difcovr fome ‘hereafter ; {ince 
when they were ftriking Mcdais-in filver and 
brafs, rt is natural enough te chink, that they 
might at the fame time coin fome in gold 
and fo likewife as to others. 

After the account 1 have here ziven of 
th prodigious. number of falfe Medals/’of all 
kinds that are fcatered up anc d- wn in al- 
moft all che Cabnets cf beirop- ie will fcarce 
be believed tha any «f thera q. ould de Cx- 
cmpt from {© «gener. co. vtragion. Lic 
we hewever tome lange Cabin” ~ Wick har 
seen formed by ab. VCannoit. hai At 
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compofed- only of genuine Moenils, which 
Historians and other learned men may fafely 
naze the fubjeét of their difquifitions. Such 
is the King of France’s Cabinet ; fuch too is 
thar. ef Abbé Je Rothelin: it is at this No- 
bleman’s we. *seet with one of the fineft fan- 
Kicaries of Medals, at the fame time with the 
an in the world the moft capable of explain- 
ng-ıhem, and of laying open all the myfte 
es of the Medallic Science, 
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